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“We departed and went on a journey…” 
Acts 21:5b
Dear Friends,
Do you ever have a sense of déjà vu? In 1998 
I traveled to England with a free day ahead of 
me. I got into a car, headed south, and then east. 
I quietly prayed: “Lord where do I go to spend 
the night?” I was excited about where the Spirit 
might lead. 
Eventually, the Lord led me to the village of 
Hartfield. Here my heart leapt with joy as I 
stared at a bed and breakfast. I recognized it, 
but I knew that I had never been to this part 
of England before. I went inside to book a room, and to my dismay, the host 
informed me that nothing was available. He suggested that I might go to the 
edge of town and try the other bed and breakfast. I got back in the car, puzzled. 
I had been sure that this was the place.
When I arrived at the second bed and breakfast, I crossed a simple wooden 
bridge with a gentle stream running under it. The hostess welcomed me and 
informed me that she did have a room. I told her about my feelings of having 
been here before. She began to giggle, in a rather polite English sort of way. 
She said, “Do you know where you are? You DID recognize that house. And 
the bridge you just crossed over.” Now I was completely bewildered. She 
continued, “Don’t you remember the place where Pooh and Piglet watched 
Pooh Sticks float down the river? You DO recognize the house in the village 
because you have read The World of Pooh.” Suddenly, everything made sense. 
For the next day I walked around the village which had been the setting for my 
favorite childhood book. 
My wife, Mary, and I have always wanted to believe that A.A. Milne was using 
Christopher Robin as a metaphor of Christ watching over his silly friends Pooh 
and Piglet. They step out to learn about life and embrace adventure with a 
loving Christopher Robin guiding them. 
This is the 40th year of Trinity School for Ministry. More than thirty-five new 
residential students have moved into Ambridge. Forty-five new students are 
joining us on-line. Eight new doctoral students are preparing to study with us. 
New friendships are being made and others are being renewed. A fresh chapter 
begins. 
“Oh Piglet,” said Pooh excitedly, “We’re going on an Expotition, all of us…
to discover something.” “To discover what?” said Piglet anxiously. “Oh, just 
something.” “Nothing fierce?” “Christopher Robin didn’t say anything about 
fierce. He said it had an ‘X.’” “It isn’t their necks I mind,” said Piglet earnestly. 
“It’s their teeth. But if Christopher Robin is coming I don’t mind anything.” 
So let’s jump into the “expotition” as Pooh calls it. I invite you, who support 
us through prayer and gifts, to journey with us afresh in this adventure as we 
remember 40 years of growth and ongoing formation of Christian leaders for 
mission. 
In Christ,
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rinity School for Ministry is now in a time of 
transition as we look to the future. We want to 
face that transition well. To do so, we need to 

prayerfully look back at our heritage of 40 years, rejoice 
in the mercies of God, refresh the vision upon which 
the school was established, and then step forward into 
applying the vision in a renewed way to a changing 
circumstance and time. 
The message of the Cross of Christ is central to our 
identity and mission in fulfilling that vision. It always 
has been at Trinity, and by God’s grace it always will be.
There was a reason the Apostle Paul said that his 
boasting could only be in the Cross of Christ (Galatians 
6:14). He upheld the teaching of the Cross as the very 
thing that took the weak and the foolish of the world 
and made them wise (1 Cor 1:25).
I am blessed by the way in which Trinity School for 
Ministry has held clearly and unequivocally to the 
teaching of the Cross. In an ecclesial world where 
seminaries are declining or closing we find ourselves 
growing and engaging more and more young people 
yearning for an empowering and faithful Church. This 
comes from preaching the foolishness of God in the 
Cross (1 Cor 1:22-25).
In June, I listened to a man on the radio who described 
his childhood years in Ambridge. When the NPR 
interview concluded, I rushed to find a copy of his book 
entitled Rust Belt Boy. Near the end of Paul Hertneky’s 
engaging autobiography I was profoundly touched to 
read the following words:
“Students and faculty of the Trinity Episcopal School for 
Ministry brought fresh energy and optimism to town, 

counseling families, helping the poor, the sick, the dying, 
the mentally ill, and the lonely. Seminarians bought 
houses within the safer neighborhoods of Ambridge, 
sharing their backyards and gardens with older Bridgers 
and young, struggling families. They began to look after 
children, mow lawns, and shovel sidewalks for those who 
otherwise shuffled to the pharmacy. They may have an 
evangelical agenda, but they remain gentle and genuine 
compared to the economic and political hooligans that 
once ruled the streets” (217).

When I met Mr. Hertneky a few weeks later in New 
Hampshire, he talked appreciatively of what the 
seminary had done for the town. We both resisted 
getting tearful as we thought about what had taken 
place in the life of Ambridge. 
I rejoiced to think that our reaching out to the world 
with the message of the Cross as a seminary has made a 
difference. In the words of our friend Fleming Rutledge, 
“Personal engagement with the Cross is difficult 
and painful, but leaders of congregations will have a 
hole in the center of their ministry without it” (The 
Crucifixion, Eerdmans, 2015). I pray that we may face 
our transitional time with fresh courage and trust in the 
message of that same foolishness of God in the Cross.

FACING CHANGE WHILE 
REMAINING THE SAME

DEAN’S CORNER

By The Rev. Dr. Laurie Thompson

T

The message of the Cross of Christ 
is central to our identity and 
mission in fulfilling that vision.”“
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he Trinity School for Ministry Board 
of Trustees has appointed the Rev. Dr. 
Henry “Laurie” Thompson III as Interim 

Dean/President. He took office on July 1, 2016. 
The Dean/President is the senior administrator 
and chief academic officer of the seminary and 
is responsible for all of the daily operations and 
fundraising efforts.
Mr. Douglas Wicker, Chairman of Trinity’s 
Board of Trustees, said, “Laurie Thompson is 
a superb leader and pastor and he has been an 
important senior administrator at Trinity for 
many years. He is intimately familiar with all 
aspects of the operation of the school and he 
will be able to take the reins without missing 
a beat.” He added, “We have received many 
excellent applications for the position of Dean/ 
President but we haven’t found the right leader 
yet. We feel confident that this is God’s will for 
us at this time. Appointing Laurie as Interim 
Dean/President will allow us the time we need 
to carefully discern God’s will. We continue to 
trust that God will bring us the right candidate 
at the right time.” 
“I am humbled to be asked to serve as 
Trinity’s Interim Dean/President,” remarked 

Dr. Thompson. “I have a deep love for this 
school and I look forward to continuing my 
work with the board, faculty, staff, students, 
alumni, and supporters in this new role.”
When asked why he was appointed as an 
interim leader instead of a permanent one, 
Dr. Thompson responded, “I feel called to 
lead the seminary through this transition, 
but ultimately Trinity will need a younger 
Dean/President to reach the next generation 
of leaders. I trust that the Lord will lead us 
to that person in due course.”
Laurie Thompson first came to Trinity 
in 1997 after spending 19 years in parish 
ministry. He has led the Doctor of Ministry 
program since 2001 and has also served 
as the Dean of Administration and most 
recently as the Dean of Advancement where 
he played an important role in the Reach 
for the Harvest campaign which raised $15.4 
million for various strategic initiatives. He 
is married to Mary Thompson and they have 
three adult children and nine grandchildren.

I am humbled to be asked to serve as Trinity’s 
Interim Dean/President. I have a deep love for this 
school and I look forward to continuing my work 
with the board, faculty, staff, students, alumni, and 
supporters in this new role.”“ - The Rev. Dr. Laurie Thompson

T
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“hat governs any organization are the goals 
that they have set. And the goal we have is the 
kind of leader we want to train.

I want to tell you what I think that kind of person ought 
to be. First of all, somebody who is unashamed of the 
gospel of Christ. Paul says he is unashamed of it because 
it is the power of God unto salvation for everyone that 
believes, unashamed of it because of its content, the 
content of the gospel that speaks of our glorious Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. It raises him up as the great 
name above all names in heaven and on earth. It is the 
one real hope that will meet the needs of all mankind. 
Second, he is unashamed because of its truth. For if the 
gospel is not true, we have no message to proclaim, we 
have no right to be in the Church of God at all. Thirdly, 
[the gospel has] power. God has the power to change 
lives. We want the students to know that power in their 
own lives, how greatly he can change their lives and set 
them free, and then to see it in the lives of others and in 
those to whom they minister.
And certainly I want them to be men and women of 
prayer. It’s not enough to be able to teach about prayer 
or to talk about prayer, but they must need to be able to 
go to the secret place and know that they will be heard. 
They go there so their ministries may be enriched after 
leaving this school; so that their sermons may be alive; 
so that their counseling may do what it’s meant to do, 

to draw people back to God; and so that their pastoral 
care may be gracious and loving; and so that they 
themselves, because they have been men and women of 
prayer, will be free of anxiety, and therefore, able to be 
set free to do the work of the Lord.
Then they should be liberated persons. That word has 
so many connotations, but I always speak of it in the 
biblical sense. Jesus said, “You shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall set you free.” “If the Son shall set 
you free, you shall be free indeed.” The freedom that 
Christ gives, the real freedom from the bondage of sin, 
the freedom from those habits that keep a person from 
being the kind of leader God meant him to be. Then 
the freedom from the deadness of self-interest. You can 
feel the sadness in Paul’s life when he is writing to the 
Philippian Church and says, “I have no man whom I can 
send, for they all seek their own, not the things of Jesus 
Christ.” And then he spoke of Timothy. The whole thing 
changes. Shortly he can send Timothy; Timothy, the 
different one; Timothy, the one who first of all sought 
the things of Jesus Christ. The sad thing is that people 
can be in the ministry and not seek first the kingdom of 
God. We hope that those who go to this school will be 
delivered from the deadness of self-interest.
Then, the students need to be set free of the love of 
money and possessions. Americans are very rich people 
indeed, and have a very large share of the world’s 

Trinity
School for Ministry

an evangelical seminary in the Anglican tradition

W

The 2016/17 academic year marks the 40th anniversary of Trinity School for Ministry. The following 
excerpt is from the opening convocation address for Trinity School for Ministry offered by Bishop Alfred 
Stanway, our first Dean and President, on September 26, 1976.

T H E  K I N D  O F  L E A D E R
WE WANT TO TRAIN
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“
goods. And some people feel that somehow or other, 
when you give up a great deal to become a minister of 
the gospel of Christ and serve the Lord, you won’t have 
a temptation for the love of things or the love of money. 
Paul wrote to Timothy to beware of the love of money 
because some, having loved it, pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows. It doesn’t matter whether 
you have a lot or whether you have a little. You can still 
be possessed by the love of money. And because you’ve 
been without, you may desire it more than some who’ve 
got it, and it’s always a dead path for the minister of the 
gospel of Christ.
A man was about to go to a parish recently and he 
came to consult me. “What shall I say about my salary?” 
I said, “Tell them to put it down in black and white 
what they are going to give you, set down the terms of 
service, and tell them in advance that you’ll take what 
they give you.” He said, “Do you mean that?” I said, 
“I mean that absolutely. Take what they’ll give you.” 
There are only two ways for the minister of the gospel 
of Christ. He can look after his own interests, and God 
will let him. Or he can look after the interests of the 
kingdom of God, and God will look after his interests. So 
I’ve found it.
And then the students need to be delivered of the 
tyranny of the love of the world. John puts it very 
strongly when he says, “If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.” What is the love of the 
world? Well, some people break it down to definitions of 
little, small things. I like the definition that Archbishop 
Fisher gave when he visited us in East Africa. He 
said that the world is all that portion of society that 
is organized outside of three great principles: The 
sovereign rule of God, the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, and the life of the world to come. He went on 
to say that a great deal of society is organized outside 
those principles. That is society where this world is their 
horizon, where there is nothing up and over and beyond 
this world. 
But if the students are going to be delivered from those 
things, they’re going to be bound by other things. 
They’re going to be bound as the slaves of Christ. 
In the old slave laws, when a man was due to go out 
after his seven years, if he wanted to, he could go to his 
master and say, “I love my master, I will not go out free.”
If we love our Master, we will not go out free. We are 
committed and bound by that commitment to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, bound by our baptismal promises, some 
of us bound by ordination, bound by the secret moment 
when we told the Lord we would give him all there is of 
our lives. And that commitment is there. But, accepting 
Christ as our Lord and Master is the very key to life 

itself. That’s what integrates personality, that’s what 
establishes purpose in life. I read the other day about 
Bertrand Russell. He said, “Purpose? There is no purpose 
in life. It’s like a leaf on a tree. It can go anywhere. The 
only purpose is the purpose of a fiend.” But the Christian 
has found his purpose in his commitment to his Lord 
and Master, Jesus Christ. 
He is also bound by his indebtedness to preach the 
gospel. Paul says, “Woe is me if I preach not the gospel, 
I am a debtor both to the Jew and the Greek.” How can a 
person be a recipient of the grace of God and not want 
to take it to others? I want to say that if someone is 
unconcerned with the spread of the gospel of Christ, it 
must be a very weak kind of grace that he’s got hold of. 
There is nothing plainer than this, that if a person really 
loves the Lord and depends on him for the whole of his 
salvation, he wants to make that claim known to others. 
Then he is indebted to preach God’s Word and teach 
God’s Word. It’s from the Word of God that we get our 
instruction. It’s not just that God has spoken long ago 
and that has been recorded in the Word of God. It’s not 
that God has spoken, but God speaks today through his 
Word. There is a quotation, “We have devised a method 
of studying the Word of God out of which no word from 
God ever comes.” If God hasn’t spoken, then we have 
no message to proclaim; if God has spoken, we have 
a message to preach. Woe be to us if we preach some 
other message.
Then the fourth mark of the students we want is that 
they shall be seekers after holiness. I didn’t know 
that word was so bad in the States. The writer to the 
Hebrews says “Holiness without which no man will 
see the Lord.” “Be ye holy,” says the scripture, “because 
I am holy.” It is the mark of Christian people. When a 
Christian minister gives up the battle for holiness, he’s 
already a backslider at heart. Whenever he reaches 
a stage where he is satisfied with his progress in the 

The goal we 
have is the kind 
of leader we 
want to train.”
Bishop Alfred Stanway, First Convocation 
September 26, 1976
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Christian life, …he is a backslider. “I’ve not yet attained,” 
[says Paul]. Always in the Christian life there is more 
beyond. And always the more we walk with God, the 
more we’ll be discontented with the quality of life we 
have. For there are riches, better things beyond, and we 
should be marked by that desire for holiness. Paul, the 
Apostle, said, “I make it my ambition to please Christ 
in all things.” One single sentence can change the life 
and pattern of a person. That is his aim, in his home life, 
in his study, in his work, in his witness, in his reading, 
in his giving, in his day-by-day conversations, in his 
ambition to please Christ.
I remember when we were being trained for the 
compulsory military training we had in Australia (and 
it was done in spare time, too) we had to go down to 
the rifle range and qualify every year in shooting; and if 
you didn’t qualify, you had to keep shooting until you 
did. The great thing was to qualify quickly. I remember 
the first time I went down there, there was a chap next 
to me who was waving his gun around and waving and 
waving. And the Sergeant-Major came and had one look 
at him, and he said, “Man, if you aim at nothing, you’re 
bound to hit it.” What are you aiming at? Are you like 
Paul, who said, “I make it my ambition to please Christ 
in all things?”
Then a leader needs to have compassion for the poor 
and needy. And the most needy are those without 
the gospel of Christ. I was recently going to speak on 
evangelism at a diocesan conference, and the Diocesan 
Bishop wanted to know about the “Bishop from 
Australia,” so he rang me up to have a “visit” with me on 
the telephone. He wanted to make quite sure I wasn’t 
against social action. We talked for a little while about 
the first blind school in Tanganyika, which was in our 
diocese; the first leprosy work; the hospitals, the adult 
literacy campaigns; malnutrition; the first operations for 
corneal grafts to give sight to the blind. He was quite 
happy.
But it is a mark of the Christian to have compassion. 
Jesus looked at that “great crowd of people” and he had 
compassion upon them. The disciples said, “Let us send 
them away.” And Jesus said, “There is no need to send 
them away. Give ye them to eat.”
Then they should be people who are alive with the life 
of the Spirit of God. What’s the good in being able to 
speak well, to be sound in doctrine, and know the way 
you ought to live if the whole of your life is not made 
alive with the Spirit of God? There is one mark which 
the Spirit of God can give to people who are called 
ministers that will make people know that they are 
God’s leaders, and it is this: when they speak, men and 
women will hear God’s voice speaking through them. 

Then they’ll know. That’s our “imprimatur.” It’s greater 
than any degree you can get from Trinity School. It’s 
greater than any qualifications you can get in the United 
States or elsewhere. It’s better than any praise that 
men can give you, that imprimatur of the Spirit of God 
himself. If you speak, then people hear God speaking to 
them. Then they know you are a person of God.
Then finally, the students need to be gripped with 
a deep sense of gratitude for the privilege of being 
called to be Christ’s servant. For if ever a leader 
begins to think what he is putting into the ministry, 
or what great favor he is performing for the people 
that he is ministering to or the organization which he 
has joined, he’s half dead. There is nothing quite like 
the privilege of being God’s servant. I want to put this 
kind of question to all of you today: if other people 
knew you like God knows you, all your faults and all 
your thoughts, all your sins, all the things in your heart 
that have ever been there, all the wrong thoughts that 
you’ve ever had, would they trust you with the kind of 
work that God trusts you with? Here is the supreme 
confidence that God has in his own grace. He’ll take the 
likes of you and me and give us the privilege of being 
his servant. He’s got to take people like you and me. 
He has no others. That’s the only kind he possesses. 
People who are at best weak men, weak women, made 
strong. The Christian life is not a case of girding up 
your loins and saying “I will be strong.” It is a case of 
acknowledging your weakness. Paul said, “When I am 
weak, then I am strong, for God’s strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” When a leader loses the sense of 
gratitude for being called to God’s service, then there is 
something very wrong with his work in ministry.
To this end, we dedicate ourselves. Our hope is that 
from this class every single one will go out and be 
effective in God’s service. And my dream is that from 
this first batch of students, there will come such a 
development of God’s Spirit on some of them that they 
will be those who will go out and make Christ’s name 
known and ring across the United States of America. 
May God who has called us to his service, make us 
faithful in our calling.

Bishop Stanway and his wife, Marjory
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TRINITY NEWS

WELCOME

rittany Jones made the trek from Charleston, SC, 
to Ambridge, PA, this past August, eager to make 
Trinity’s campus—which she has known from afar 

through online and interterm classes—her home for the 
coming year. A science and math tutor by trade, Brittany 
was first introduced to theological study through the 
Ridley Institute at St. Andrew’s in Mt. Pleasant, SC, 
where she began taking classes for laypeople several 
years back. When Trinity partnered with Ridley in 2014, 
Brittany jumped at the chance to continue deepening 
her learning of the Scriptures and the Church, and 
began taking classes toward a Master of Arts in Religion. 

by Deanna Briody

She recalls the first course she took through Trinity’s 
distance program at Ridley: Old Testament Foundations, 
with Dr. Erika Moore. The class, under Erika’s wise 
and humble teaching, was a life-altering experience for 
Brittany. “I can remember the exact seat I was sitting in,” 
Brittany said. “You could feel the tangible presence of 
the Holy Spirit in the room.”
Last June, when Brittany came to campus for two 
interterm classes, she was overcome by a sense of 
belonging. “I just knew this was home,” she said. That 
conviction was strengthened still further by receiving 
a full-tuition scholarship and arriving on campus this 
fall to find “a striking hospitality” among the students, 
staff, and faculty at Trinity. Brittany, who discovered her 
love for teaching while working as a tutor in Charleston, 
is prayerfully considering pursuing a PhD in theology 
and seeking a teaching post at the graduate level. With 
that consideration in mind, she has declared a Church 
History and Theology focus and will be finishing her 
Master’s degree this coming summer. She hopes that her 
classes, paired with the rhythms of prayer and worship 
at Trinity, will continue to aid her in her knowing of 
Jesus Christ. She feels that this—“meeting the reality 
of the Lord” through study and worship—is what truly 
enables us to make him known to the world.

new students!

meet 
brittany 

jones

B

We are thrilled to welcome 
our largest class ever 

here at Trinity! This fall 
we welcomed 35 new 

residential students, 45 new 
online students, and 8 new 

doctoral students.
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TRINITY NEWS

Over the summer, Trinity School 
for Ministry contracted with Erica 
Neubauer, a graphic designer and 
student spouse, to help us update 
our web presence. The new website 
launched at the beginning of July. 
In addition to a fresh look, the new 
website is now responsive, meaning 
it will adapt to any screen size from a 
large desktop monitor to the smallest 
of smart phones. Check it out at 
www.tsm.edu.

Trinity Today Email Newsletter

Did you know that in addition 
to Seed & Harvest Magazine, 
Trinity School for Ministry also 
publishes Trinity Today, a monthly 
newsletter sent straight to your 
e-mail inbox? Follow this link 
(http://eepurl.com/joTwX) or use 
this QR Code to sign up today.

Biblical Hebrew manuscripts are the Holy Scripture—
received, recorded, and preserved by the Jewish 
people. They have been carefully copied from the 
originals throughout the millennia. On October 5, 
2016, Trinity School for Ministry hosted a public 
display of the Ancient Hebrew Scroll Project 
(ancienthebrewscrollproject.org). The Rev. Canon 
Daryl Fenton (MDiv 2005), Executive Director at CMJ, 
brought the exhibit to Trinity’s attention and made the 
arrangements for the display. 
These Ancient Hebrew Scrolls make up the only 
complete set of the Tanakh (Hebrew Scriptures/Old 
Testament) in the world that you can see. The scrolls in 
the display are unique and most of them are 250 years 
old or older. Six of the scrolls in the collection were 
commissioned by this project to be written in Jerusalem 
by a scribe when a worldwide search failed to discover 
those needed to complete the set. These ancient scrolls 

Trinity Launches  
New Website

were written in countries all over the world: including 
Israel, Poland, Iraq, Morocco, and Russia; however, each 
scroll at different times and in its own history, made its 
way to Jerusalem and from there was discovered and 
purchased by this project. Each scroll has a look and a 
story of its own.

ANCIENT 
SCROLLS 
EXHIBIT

at Trinity School for Ministry
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1Trinity has 127 students returning for the 2016 fall 
semester and 80 new students began in September. 80 
of these students are studying full-time on campus and 
95% of these students will receive a scholarship funded 
through your generosity.

2

ADDITIONAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

CAMPUS IMPROVEMENTS
• Landscaping/building exteriors: repair of sidewalks, 

removal and replacement of trees, power washing 
of buildings, resealing of windows, replacement of 
Commons Hall and Academic Building roofs

• Commons Hall: replacement of doors with eight 
ADA doors, and purchase of new A/V equipment 
and stage lighting

• Safety and Security: upgrades to the campus security 
system and purchase of 6 AED units with cases

• Chapel: installation of new LED lighting, 
replacement of front concrete steps and railing, 
creation of a new classroom with new flooring, 
upgraded bathrooms, network/phone/IT & A/V 
equipment, and a new home for the Family Resource 
Center

3 ESTABLISHMENT OF A MEDIA CENTER

The new Media Center nearing completion.

HAS RESULTED IN IMMEDIATE BENEFITS IN

YOUR INVESTMENT IN TRINITY THROUGH

THE REACH FOR THE HARVEST CAMPAIGN

3 KEY AREAS:

Construction crews have finished remodeling the old 
Family Focus Resource Center and have built new video 
and audio studios to create a space for the production 
of high-quality multimedia content for online classes, 
published resources for parishes, and improved 
communications from Trinity. Funds from the campaign 
have also outfitted the Media Center with new audio, 
video, data storage, and computer equipment.

Thank you for your support!

Trinity Launches  
New Website



 PT 675/975 The Evangelistic Legacy 
of C.S. Lewis 
Dr. John Bowen

C.S. Lewis is more than an apologist, a 
spiritual guide, and a writer of “Christian 
fiction”: he is also an evangelist. This 
course looks at how he himself was 
evangelized, how he understood and 

practiced evangelism, and in what ways he is a helpful, 
though challenging, model evangelist for us today. 

 
ME 900 Ministry in Missiological 
Perspective 
Dr. Bill Taylor

This course will survey contemporary 
missiology for concepts and insights 
useful for ministry in a variety of 
contexts. Social science and other cross-

cultural materials will be included which hold promise for 
ministry in urban, multi-class, lifestyle enclave, ethnic, 
international, and other types of communities.

TRINITY NEWS
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Trinity
School for Ministry

ME 699 Global Anglicanism 
The Rev. Dr. John Macdonald

A survey of the history of member churches 
of the Anglican Communion and Anglicans 
from other jurisdictions in the non-Western 
world, with opportunity for extended focus 
on particular geographic regions, groups, or 
themes. 

 
NT 700 Greek Exegesis (2 weeks) 
The Rev. Dr. Rod Whitacre

Reading, interpreting, and applying the text 
of the Greek New Testament. This course 
includes focus on selected features of New 
Testament Greek, introduction to exegetical 
skills, and extensive practice exegeting actual 
passages. 

 
OT 638/938 The Book of Job 
The Rev. Dr. Don Collett

Can God be trusted in the midst of our 
suffering? The Book of Job does not provide 
an answer to this question, but encourages 
its readers to find rest in the wisdom of God 
in the midst of suffering. This course seeks to 
introduce students to the book of Job in light 

of its theological context, literary structure, and verbal profile.

WEEK ONE — JAN UARY 9-13

Dr. Don Collett | January 9-10 | Non-Credit Option

WRITING SONGS

TODAY’S CHURCH
f or

January 8-10
Andy Piercy, Bruce Benedict, 
Latifah Phillips, Wen Reagan

JOB
The Bookof



CH 725/875 Social Theory & Sociology of 
Religion 
Dr. Phil Harrold

Theological reflection encompasses 
an account of human existence that is 
profoundly sociological. Students will be 
introduced to classic texts in the sociology 

of religion by Emile Durkheim, Max Weber, and Karl Marx, and 
will explore the contemporary terrain of social theory, ranging 
from Pierre Bourdieu to Robert Wuthnow. 
 

ME 700 Discipleship 
The Rev. Dr. Amy Schifrin

This course is an in-depth journey into the 
ways in which our Lord went about making 
disciples and how the Church followed in his 
footsteps. We will examine Holy Scripture, 
historical witnesses, the sacramental 

assembly, and the ongoing spiritual disciplines that shape us as 
heralds of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

BI 900 Using the Bible in Ministry & Mission 
The Rev. Dr. Don Collett

This course will include a survey of the 
message in the Old and New Testaments, 
and the role of hermeneutics and biblical 
theology as they apply to the Church and 
ministry today. Students will consider ways 
in which they can use the Bible in ministry 

and mission, particularly in preaching, ethics, apologetics, and 
missiology.

PT 675/975 Celtic Spirituality 
The Rev. Dr. Les Fairfield

A study of early Irish Christianity, from the 
mission of Patrick to the death of Columban 
(432-615 AD). The lectures and the readings 
address such themes as Trinitarian theology, 
personal piety, pilgrimage, and pastoral 

discipline. The course concludes with a look at the revival of 
certain themes from early Irish Christianity in the West from 
the mid-20th century to the present. 
 

Discerning a Call to Ministry, Non-Credit 
The Rev. Mary Hays, Cost $180

This course is designed especially for those 
considering a call to ordained ministry, but is 
open to anyone. If you seek to sharpen your 
awareness of God’s particular call on your life, 
this course will help you.

DISCO VERING the 
OLD TESTAMEN T

Dr. Erika Moore | January 19-20 | $120
This course is based on the forthcoming book of the same 
name, the third volume in the Foundations for Christian 
Ministry series. See pg. 20 for more details.

www. tsm.edu/intensives   Non-Credit option for Master’s Level courses: $180

WEEK T WO — JAN UARY 16-20

Free Public Lecture 
January 19, 7pm 
Dr. Erika Moore

EZEKIEL 1 
What Exactly Did 

Ezekiel See?
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rinity graduates of 2012 chose 
Isaiah 61:1 as our class verse, 
heralding many of us into 

parish ministry. But in late 2009, as a 
still-new seminarian, I had pursued 
a call into public service, elected to 
office in Potter Township, Beaver 
County, PA. Since then, my mission 
has been to a community of 548 
souls and 6.3 square miles, with a 
long history of manufacturing and 
some of the most beautiful scenery 
on the Ohio River. Just before I 
graduated, Royal Dutch Shell—the 
largest company in the world—had 
announced its proposal to build a 
world-class petrochemical facility in 
our tiny community and “all Shell 
broke loose” across the region.
I had been blessed and challenged 
at Trinity to wrestle with notions 
of God’s divine economy, his good 

THY

COME
KINGDOM

Bringing the Kingdom into Everyday Living

plan for a broken cosmos, and to 
consider practical mechanisms for 
bringing the Kingdom come in 
everyday living—especially as people 
exercise the stewardship and privilege 
of work. Since then, directing the 
nonprofit Leaders Serving Beaver 
County (LSBC), which “cultivates 
Christian principles and practices in 
the marketplace” has been a means 
to influence and develop leaders who 
would impact our dynamic, new local 
reality. LSBC educates, serves, and 
connects Christians in the context of 
their work and callings. We teach and 
demonstrate the sanctity of working 
like our Creator, laboring alongside 
people to discover, embrace, and labor 
in the mission of God to love and 
remake his world. And we emphasize 
leadership development as a catalyst 
for change.

I had been 
blessed and 
challenged 
at Trinity to 
wrestle with 
notions of 
God’s divine 
economy...

By Rebecca Matsco

T
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Lord’s favor…They shall build up the 
ancient ruins; they shall raise up the 
former devastations; they shall repair 
the ruined cities, the devastations of 
many generations” (61:4). May God 
bless the work of our hands.

in every walk of life that God is 
instigating people toward acts of 
courage, love, and creativity to bring 
renewal in the Beaver Valley! Our 
Potter Township Board has adopted a 
holistic approach to land use, insisting 
that our first responsibility is to 
conserve valuable, vulnerable natural 
areas even as a giant industrial zone is 
reshaped into an “industrial village,” 
with relational connections that 
include transportation, employment, 
housing, and complex supply-chain 
systems. LSBC also keeps the whole 
community in view, with its unique 
problems and latent potential in 
different economic sectors. Across 
health and arts, education and 
government, family and business, 
there is a pressing need for leaders 
who will serve beyond themselves—
and for Christians prepared for 
transformation in their work and 
relationships. 
I think Isaiah 61:1 asks a very literal 
reading from a politician or pastor. 
Our communities include people 
who are bound and brokenhearted, 
imprisoned in broken systems and 
captive to a world of evils. But, the 
prophet tells us, in “the year of the 

ALUMNI 

The work of Potter Township and 
LSBC has been seamlessly integrated 
for me. I get to study, teach, and 
support leadership principles as 
ministry; in government, I make 
them operational in full view of a 
critical public. I have experienced 
a warm reception in the political 
realm as a representative of Christ 
and his Gospel—hearing “We need 
that here” from fellow officials 
and community leaders—and have 
sometimes encountered skepticism 
from other Christians that Beaver 
County politics is a worthy place to 
invest precious spiritual gifts. Lay 
preaching assignments in my home 
congregation of First Presbyterian 
Church in Beaver mean that a Potter 
resident who attended our last public 
meeting might be in the pew in front 
of me Sunday morning, comparing 
what I expound behind a pulpit to 
decisions I have made at the council 
table. 
The decline of the western 
Pennsylvania steel industry in the 
1980s emptied our towns, curtailing 
the future of our young people, while 
broken power structures discouraged 
change. Now, I hear from Christians 

Rebecca Matsco 
(MAR 2012) has been 
married to Mark for 
35 years. She gets 
excited about visiting 
her 5 grandchildren 
and reusing a former 
federal defense site in 
Potter Township for 
public recreation.

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who 
are bound; (Isaiah 61:1)
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There were two candles lit, and a deep purple cloth laid 
over the teacher’s desk at the front of the room. The 
smaller desks were arranged in a semi-circle around it. 
The side lights were on, but the harshest ones directly 
overhead were left off. My professor had yet to speak, 
but as I and fifteen or so others filed into the classroom, 
we had already begun the hallowed journey that would 
stretch on through the semester and continue well after 
our final class was over.
My professor was Dr. Shirley Kilpatrick (DMin 2008), a 
Trinity alumna with a reputation for teaching life-altering 
courses in Geneva College’s Literature Department. 
This course in particular, called Engaging Beauty, was a 
pinnacle experience for me and many of my peers. Dr. 
Kilpatrick designed the course during her time pursuing 
a Doctor of Ministry degree at Trinity. She wrote her 
thesis project on the theology of beauty, focusing on 
how to engage undergraduate students in the study of a 
seemingly inane subject. Dr. Kilpatrick’s first section of 
students became a case study of sorts, their papers and 
projects serving as data, their questions and growing 
passion as inspiration. When she graduated from Trinity, 
she took with her a deepened love for beauty and, perhaps 
most importantly, a clarified way of communicating it.
I signed up for the course my junior year. As a writing 
major with an affinity for poetry, water, and the sound of 
cellos, I took one glance at the course title and checked 
the box. I didn’t know then that the course would provide 
me with much more than a quick glance at a few pretty 
things. I didn’t know it would require more of me, and 
give more to me, than any class I had taken before or 
would take in the future.
I entered the semester in a state of great personal grief, 
suffering from the recent loss of several loved ones and, 
as a new Christian, struggling with questions over God’s 
goodness and sovereignty. I’d like to say one dose of Dr. 
K’s class righted this sinking ship, but that’s not what 
happened. The semester was a fast, desperate spiral, and 

Engaging 
Beauty
By Deanna Briody

I sank into depression and sin. 
It was a dark time. I felt, even 
then, that Engaging Beauty was 
a Godsend. 
Dr. K wasn’t merely “teaching,” 
at least not in the way we often 
use the word; this was no two-
dimensional give-and-take of 
information. She was laboring 
for us and with us, leading us 
through questions of good and 
evil, encouraging us to explore 
the landscapes of our imaginations, and challenging us to 
look at our loves and our longings, to see both the Maker 
and his twisted reflection in ourselves, in each other, and 
in the rest of creation. We were coming, not to define 
beauty, as Dr. K often reminded us, but to engage it: to 
know it as we are known by God, who is the Source and 
End of all beauty.
For me, the course was hope amidst profound despair. 
To borrow J.R.R. Tolkien’s image in The Fellowship of the 
Ring, it was a light for me when all other lights had gone 
out. And on the last day of the semester, feeling like I was 
surfacing from deep underwater, I was able to thank Dr. 
Kilpatrick and my classmates: “I have seen a lot of ugliness 
in myself these past months,” I said, tears filling my eyes 
and cracking my words. “It has been so good, so important 
and so good, to come to know God as the Beautifier.” 
Others spoke too, each sharing what the course had been 
for them, all expressing gratitude and awe: The Lord has 
done great things for us. To end, we sang together, as we 
did every time we met, and my face was not the only wet 
one in the room.
Like every seed that takes root and is cared for in infancy, 
the experience of that class bore its real fruit later. It 
was over the difficult months that followed that I began 
to feel—though not yet to articulate, and never to truly 
understand—the worth of Engaging Beauty. It gave me 
strength in moments of terrifying weakness, and, as I 
returned with agonizing slowness to a state of spiritual 
health and vitality, it added profound depth to moments 
of delight. My time in Dr. K’s class has lit my imagination, 
fueled my studies, and matured my faith in a good and 
merciful God like nothing else.
I’m now a student at Trinity, and I can recognize traces of 
Engaging Beauty here. I came to Trinity because I wanted 
to be shaped by the same liturgies as Dr. K was, to learn 
the same humble engagement with difficult material, and 
to practice the same worthy labor. I wanted to dwell in the 
same holy place, a place “where prayer has been valid,” as 
T.S. Eliot writes, in hopes of one day ministering with the 
same power and light as my beloved teacher.

Dr. Shirley Kilpatrick
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Moves & Transitions

The Rev. Dr. Valerie Balius (MDiv 2000) relocated to 
Pensacola, FL, where she is planting an ACNA church, 
Apostles by the Bay.
The Rev. Peg Bowman (MDiv 2014) was ordained to the 
diaconate by the Most Rev. Robert Duncan on June 11, 
2016.
Ryan and Laura Cerbus (MAR 2014) welcomed their 
third child and first daughter, Margot Frances, into the 
world on August 16, 2016.
The Rev. John Chol Daau (MAR 2010) of South Sudan 
was featured in a brief, “A Lost Boy No More” in the May 
22, 2016 issue of The Living Church (pp. 10-11).
Deb and Brad Davis (MDiv 1980) are continuing in school 
work at the Stony Brook School on Long Island, NY. Deb 
will teach literature to 9th graders and Brad will serve as 
Dean of Faculty Care.
The Rev. Tsena Dinssa (MAR 2013) was ordained to the 
pastorate by Bishop John Bradosky of the North American 
Lutheran Church on June 5, 2016 in Newcastle, WY. 
The Rt. Rev. David Epps, CEC (CAPL 2011) has been 
appointed Mentor Coordinator to the Veteran’s Court in 
Newnan, GA. 
The Rev. Michael S. Floyd (MDiv 2014) was ordained to 
the priesthood on April 5, 2016 by the Rt. Rev. Arthur B. 
Williams, Jr., Assisting Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Ohio.
The Rev. Terry Gatwood (Senior MDiv) was ordained to 
the diaconate on February 7, 2016 by the Rt. Rev. Roger 
Ames, Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes.
Linda Gottschalk (MAR 1990) received her PhD from 
the University of Leiden. Her dissertation is “Pleading for 
Diversity: The Church Caspar Coolhaes Wanted.” Linda 
and her husband, Dr. Philip A. Gottschalk, have been 
serving as missionaries at Tyndale Theological Seminary, 
in the Netherlands, since 2000. 

The Rt. Rev. Daniel G. 
P. Gutierrez (DBCS 
2007) was elected 
Diocesan Bishop of 
the Episcopal Diocese 
of Pennsylvania and 
consecrated on July 16, 
2016 in Philadelphia.  
 

Dr. Sarah Lebhar Hall (MDiv 2001) had an article, “Why 
God Lets Us Stay Weak,” published in the May 2016 issue 
of Christianity Today (pp. 48-51).

The Venerable Layne Corwyn Hansen (MDiv 2003) 
was installed as Archdeacon and Dean of the Anglican 
Cathedral of St. Francis, El Paso, TX on June 26, 2016 by 
the Rt. Rev. Felix Orji, Bishop of the Missionary Diocese of 
CANA West.
The Rev. Ethan Harrison (MDiv 2016, STM student) was 
ordained to the diaconate on February 7, 2016 by the Rt. 
Rev. Roger Ames, Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of the 
Great Lakes.
The Rev. Paul Hassell (MAR 2015) was ordained to the 
diaconate by the Most Rev. Robert Duncan on June 11, 
2016.

The Rt. Rev. James Hobby 
(MDiv 1985) was consecrated 
Bishop for the Anglican 
Diocese of Pittsburgh on 
September 10, 2016 at St. Paul 
Roman Catholic Cathedral in 
Pittsburgh, the Most Rev. Dr. 
Foley Beach serving as chief 
consecrator. 
 

Catherine and Paul Hoemke (MAR 2002), with their 
children Sam, Ben, and Tim, have completed their service 
with OMF International after over 11 years. The family 
will remain in the Denver area. Paul has accepted a 
position in the software industry. 
Ben Hughes (MDiv 2016) is serving as Curate at Trinity 
Church, Washington, PA. 
The Rev. Canon Paul Hunter (MDiv 2013) and the 
Rev. Christina Hunter (MDiv 2010) welcomed their 
daughter, Martha Rosina, into the world on the Feast of 
the Ascension, May 5, 2016.
The Rev. Tim Hushion (MDiv 2011) has been named 
Rector of Calvary Episcopal Church in Wadesboro, NC. 
He also serves as Vicar of All Souls’ Episcopal Church in 
Ansonville. 
The Rev. David Ketter (MDiv 2014) was ordained to the 
diaconate by the Most Rev. Robert Duncan on June 11, 
2016. He continues to serve as a planter for the Village 
Church in Ambridge, PA.
Natasha and Jim Krizan (MAR 2004) welcomed their son, 
Ryan James, into the world in St. Petersburg, Russia, on 
July 15, 2016.
The Rev. James Ian Maize (MDiv 2015) was ordained a 
Pastor in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church on April 17, 
2016 in Beaver, PA. Participants in the ordination service 
included the Rev. Richard Herbster (DMin 2013) and the 
Rev. Bob Trask (MDiv 1983).
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The Rev. Kate Norris (current MDiv) was ordained to 
the diaconate by the Most Rev. Robert Duncan on June 11, 
2016.
The Rev. & Mrs. Nick (MDiv 1991) and Pam Novak 
(DBCS 1991) retired on July 1, 2016 from Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Barrytown, TX, after 25 years of ministry.
The Rev. Jared Osborn (MDiv 2013) and the Rev. 
Rebecca Osborn (MDiv 2014) were ordained to the 
priesthood on May 23, 2016 at St. Jude’s Cathedral, Iqaluit, 
Nunavut, Canada by the Rt. Rev. David Parsons, Bishop of 
the Diocese of the Arctic. 
The Rev. David Pennylegion (MDiv 2016) was ordained 
to the priesthood on June 19, 2016 by the Rt. Rev. Charles 
Masters, Bishop of the Anglican Network in Canada. He is 
now serving as Curate at the Church of the Resurrection, 
Lutherville, MD. He and his wife, Christine (Senior MAR) 
welcomed their daughter, Miriam Patricia, into their 
family on July 17, 2016.
The Rev. Suzanne Perkins (MDiv 2012) was ordained to 
the diaconate by the Most Rev. Robert Duncan on June 11, 
2016.
The Rev. Bryan Pyle (MDiv 2013) was ordained to the 
priesthood in Mauritius by the Most Rev. Ian Ernest, 
Archbishop of the Province of the Indian Ocean and 
Bishop of Mauritius.
The Rev. John Schaeffer (MDiv 2012) has been named 
Rector of St. Mary Anne’s Episcopal Church in North East, 
MD. 
The Rev. Aidan (MDiv 2014) and Melanie Smith welcomed 
their daughter, Felicity Marie, into the world on August 
31, 2016.
The Rev. Jacob Smith (MDiv 2006) is now the Rector of 
the Parish of Calvary-St. George’s in New York City. He 
has served that parish in multiple roles since 2006.
The Rev. Rebecca Spanos (MAME 2000) is a Deacon in 
the Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes and a member of 
St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Lewis Center, OH.
The Rev. Trevor Spencer (MDiv 2013) and Ms. Rachel 
Klara Mink were married on Sunday, September 4, 2016 
at the Cathedral of St. Luke and St. Paul in Charleston, 
SC. Bishop Mark Lawrence presided over the service and 
faculty member Joel Scandrett preached.
The Rev. Matthew Stromberg (MDiv 2014) was called 
and elected as the 19th Rector of St. George’s Episcopal 
Church, Schenectady, NY.
The Rev. Canon Nancy Suellau (MDiv 2007) has been 
named Associate Rector of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
Jacksonville, FL and Regional Canon of First Coast West 
for the Diocese of Florida.

The Rev. Jason Waller (Senior MDiv) was ordained to 
the diaconate on July 29, 2016 by the Rt. Rev. Dr. M. Keith 
Andrews, Bishop of the Diocese of Western Anglicans.

The Rt. Rev. Qampicha 
Daniel Wario (MAR 2010) 
was consecrated the second 
Bishop of the Diocese of 
Marsabit in the Anglican 
Church of Kenya on May 1, 
2016.

Alexander W. Whitaker IV (MAR 2013) has been named 
the 23rd President of King University in Bristol, TN.
The Venerable Canon Michael R. Williams (MDiv 
1986) serves as Vicar General and Associate Chaplaincy 
Endorser for the Jurisdiction of the Armed Forces and 
Chaplaincy, ACNA-CANA. He is also an Assisting Priest 
at St. George’s Anglican Church, Colorado Springs, CO.
The Rev. Holly Rankin Zaher (MAME 1997, MDiv 
2004) was ordained to the diaconate by the Rt. Rev. John 
C. Bauerschmidt, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Tennessee. She recently began her curacy at the Church of 
the Advent, Nashville, TN. She serves as Assistant to the 
Rector, the Rev. Brian McVey (MDiv 2006)
The Rev. Seth Zimmerman (MDiv 2015) was ordained to 
the diaconate by the Most Rev. Robert Duncan on June 11, 
2016.

Requiem

The Rt. Rev. Naftali Bikaka (MAR 1987) passed away 
on May 3, 2016. He had served as Assistant Bishop of the 
Diocese of Western Tanganyika, of the Anglican Church 
of Tanzania.
The Rev. James Ian Maize (MDiv 2015) went home to 
be with the Lord on July 7, 2016. He served on the staff of 
First Presbyterian Church, Beaver, PA.
The Rev. Robert Mbinda (MDiv 1986) passed away in 
February. Robert and his wife Miriam were founders of 
Good Samaritan Orphanage in Mbeya, Tanzania.
The Rev. George Hunt Peacock, M.D. (student from 
1995-1997), passed away on July 5, 2016. He served 
as priest associate at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Farmington, NM.
The Rev. Dana L. Zartman (MAME 1999) passed away 
on Sunday, August 21, 2016. After serving many years in 
parishes in Pennsylvania and Illinois, in recent years he 
attended First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and 
served there as guest pastor.

ALUMNI 
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THE WORK OF THE DIOCESE OF 
SINGAPORE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

One of the most impressive mission 
efforts by a single Anglican diocese 
is being led by the Diocese of 
Singapore. They have initiated work 
in six deaneries outside of the small 
island republic: Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and 
Nepal. Significant church planting 
efforts, social ministries, and the 
establishment of Anglican schools 
have been key parts of the effort.
From mid-February to the end of 
March, I had the privilege of spending 
six weeks as a guest of the Diocese 
and visited three of the six Deaneries. 
Most of my time was spent in 
Indonesia, but I also was in Thailand 
and Cambodia. 
 
INDONESIA
For the past three years, I have been 
taking students to Singapore and 
Indonesia to do children’s ministry 
in a Muslim background slum in 
Batam and with Christian background 
children in the highlands of West 
Timor. For my sabbatical visit, I not 
only met with clergy and lay leaders 

in those two areas, but I also spent 
time in Bandung and Jakarta learning 
about the work of the Anglican 
Church in those two cities. Additional 
time was spent in Surabaya and 
Malang, where I had meetings with 
the Faculty of the Chinese Reformed 
Seminary there. In Jakarta and 
Bandung, I taught classes on the 
Anglican Communion, and preached 
each Sunday I was there. In Batam, a 
new main campus for St. Andrew’s 
School is being built and should be 
finished in a couple of months. The 
majority of the students are Muslim, 
but their parents are sending them 
to the school because of the high 
quality of the education they are 
receiving. The school will also be host 
to the Church of the Good Shepherd, 
a successful church plant under 
the leadership of the Rev. Henok 
Hariyanto. There are three other 
Anglican schools on the island that 
are also doing well. I also visited new 
congregations on two other islands 
that are reaching out to Chinese 
speaking residents. 
 
THAILAND
In Thailand, I visited and preached 
at the St. Andrew’s Centre in 
Chiang Mai, in the northern part of 
the country, as well as a Christian 
ministry for young girls rescued from 

sex traffickers. Missionaries from 
Singapore have started this work, 
and are making good inroads into the 
heavily Buddhist population there. 
In Bangkok, I visited the clergy of 
both the English and Thai speaking 
congregations at Christ Church, in 
the center of the city, and also was 
able to speak to Thai families from the 
country who had seriously ill family 
members in the local hospitals. The 
Anglican Church provides a safe place 
for them to stay while they are in the 
city. Lat Krabang Anglican Church 
offers English classes to university 
students in an intentional Christian 
setting. 
 

CAMBODIA
I arrived in Phnom Penh on Maundy 
Thursday and stayed there until 
Easter Monday. SAMS missionaries, 
the Rev. Gregory Whitaker and his 
wife, Heidi, minister to the English-
speaking congregation at Christ our 
Peace Anglican Church. At the time, 
the Rev. Tit Hieng led the Khmer 
congregation. I had the privilege of 
preaching there on Easter Sunday 
morning.
At their Diocesan Synod nearly two 
years ago, the Diocese of Singapore 
committed 60 million Singapore 
dollars (US$44,300,000) through 2019 
to continue to develop the work in 
the six deaneries. The vision is to 
have national churches with national 
bishops as part of the Province of 
Southeast Asia. From what I saw in 
the three countries I visited, they are 
well on their way to achieving that 
vision.

By the Rev. Dr. John Macdonald

John Macdonald 
is the Associate 
Professor of Mission 
and Evangelism 
at Trinity School 
for Ministry and 
the Director of the 
Stanway Institute for 
World Mission and 
Evangelism.



20 SEED & HARVEST

Upcoming Resources from Whitchurch Publishing

Discovering the 
New Testament 
by Leslie and Lynn 
Fairfield with Peter 
Walker

The Foundations for 
Christian Ministry 
program continues 
with the second 

volume in the series: 
Discovering the New Testament. This 
course will introduce you to the 
authors, texts, historical backgrounds, 
and core doctrines of the New 
Testament. Stories from first-century 
life will help you better understand the 
setting in which the New Testament 
was written. Questions for Bible 
study and group discussion will take 
you deeper into the teaching of the 
New Testament, and help you better 
understand how it applies to your life 
in Christ today. Through Discovering 
the New Testament, you will grow 
deeper in your faith and be better 
equipped for a life of service and 
ministry. $21.99

2016 Advent Devotional 
Available in Print and Online
As the season of Advent approaches, it is time, once again, to prepare our hearts 
for the coming of Jesus. It is our hope that this devotional will aid your personal 
reflections during this season. The Trinity Advent Devotional features meditations 
based on the daily office readings from the Book of Common Prayer and written by 
Trinity’s faculty, students, and alumni.
Available November 2016, $2.00. Preorder by October 28 for a 25% discount.

The Jesus Way 
by Peter Walker

This book 
teaches the 
basics of the 
Christian faith, 
looking first 
at what Jesus 
himself taught, 

and then at what his apostles had 
to say. It is for anyone who wants 
to follow Jesus, but is not sure or 
would like to be reminded of the 
way.
In short, clear steps, Dr. Peter 
Walker takes us through the basics 
of enjoying Jesus’ forgiveness, 
welcoming his Spirit, and feeding 
on his Scriptures; then explores the 
principles of worshiping with his 
people, following his teaching, and 
trusting him with our future.
Available January 2017

Discovering 
the Old 
Testament 
by Stephen 
F. Noll and 
Erika Moore

Discovering 
the Old 
Testament is 

designed to delve into a history 
of salvation and life with 
God as expressed in the Old 
Testament. The third volume 
in the Foundations for Christian 
Ministry series, this book looks 
at major themes and events 
in their relationship to Jesus 
Christ. Our interaction with the 
Old Testament is intended to 
help us in a lifetime of listening 
to God speak through his 
written Word and apply that 
Word to our lives.
Available January 2017, $21.99

All titles will be available through the Trinity Bookstore when they are released. 
Visit bookstore.tsm.edu

LEARNING TO LIVE THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

PETER WALKER 
with forward by j.i. packer

second edition

the

JESUS WAY

FOUNDATIONS FOR 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
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David and 
Julia-Marie 
Halderman 
live in the 
Jacksonville, FL 
area with their 2 
children. David 
is a Business 
Analyst and 
Project Manager 
and Julia-Marie, 

a Trinity alumna, is a veteran child 
and family educator deeply involved in 
the renewal of family catechesis in the 
Anglican Church in North America. They 
worship at All Souls Anglican Church.

DEVELOPMENT

Throughout my Christian walk, 
I’ve been blessed and privileged 
to have Trinity alumni, who are 
firmly grounded in biblical teaching, 
preaching, and pastoral care, as 
my priests, mentors, friends, and 
colleagues. When led to pursue 
an MDiv, Trinity was the obvious 
choice.
During my three years in Ambridge, 
in addition to my personal studies, 
I had the opportunity to teach 
and assist Masters and DMin 
courses, as well as participate in 
the Association of Theological 
Schools (ATS) reaccreditation and 
curriculum review process. This 
provided a new, deep understanding 
and appreciation of the complexities 
and challenges Trinity faces, as an 
academically rigorous institution, 
equipping students for mission 
and ministry, in a rapidly changing 
culture, during ecclesiastically and 
ecumenically difficult times. 
Since graduation, as I have become 
more intentionally involved in 
catechetical renewal, Christian 
Education, and spiritual formation, 
at the local, diocesan, and provincial 
level, I’ve consistently been able 
to draw upon the solid theological 
foundation I received and the 
continuation of the deep friendships 

with faculty, staff, and fellow 
classmates who are now spread 
across the globe.
It has been an annual, intentional 
discipline for my husband and me 
to financially support Trinity, as we 
have been able, for several reasons.
We have been continually blessed by 
the ministry of Trinity alumni, and 
we want to support the seminary 
where they were trained.
We were blessed personally by the 
opportunity to study at Trinity, 
benefiting from the financial support 
of previous donors. We want to 
“pay it forward” to provide that 
opportunity for future generations 
of students.
We believe it is important, especially 
in the difficult cultural season we 
are in, to provide access to quality 
theological education, grounded 
in mission, biblical theology, and 
orthodoxy, to train up the priests 
and laity for future generations. 
Financial support is a tangible way 
of acting upon this belief.
For much of our marriage my 
husband David has worked for 
corporations which offer matching 
funds for charitable donations, 
allowing us to maximize our giving. 

Finally, it matters practically, 
beyond the dollar amount. As an 
alumna, it is important to me to 
donate for the sake of furthering 
Trinity’s mission through research 
grants and accreditations. Funding 
organizations and accrediting bodies 
often look at the percentage of 
alumni who donate as an indicator 
of the quality of the institution. 
When alumni consistently support 
a school financially, it demonstrates 
an ongoing commitment to the 
school’s mission and vision, which 
extends beyond graduation. The size 
of the donation is not as important 
as the percentage of graduates 
who donate. So in the lean years it 
might only be a $25-$100 donation. 
Nonetheless, it matters to me as an 
alumna to support the school and 
professors which supported me.
I would encourage you to pray 
about and consider intentionally 
donating to Trinity as well, 
especially if you have been blessed 
by the ministry of Trinity-trained 
clergy and lay leaders, if you are a 
Trinity alumnus/alumna, or if you 
believe in the mission and ministry 
of the school.

A Message from David & 
Julia-Marie Halderman

Julia-Marie speaking at the 2016 Ancient Evangelical Future 
Conference on the topic: Forming the Faithful in the Christian Family.

WHY WE GIVE
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A while ago, a dear friend 
of the school named Sybil 
Gibson died in Oregon at 
92 years of age and went to 
be with the Lord.
Sybil was born in 
Brooklyn. She joined the 
Navy during World War 
II, at one time decoding 
enemy communications. 
Sybil met and married 

another Navy officer and the love of her life: Robert Gibson. 
As the Navy transferred Bob all over the world, Sybil left the 
service and raised three children, John, Craig, and Catherine. 
When Bob retired in the mid-70s, the Gibsons moved to 
Sunriver, OR, population 67. Sybil was active in founding the 
Sunriver Music Festival and she helped plant two churches: 

the Community Bible Fellowship and the Sunriver 
Christian Fellowship, where she sang in the choir.
For over 20 years, month after month, Sybil faithfully 
donated to Trinity School for Ministry. The files are 
full of her many prayer requests, usually for others in 
need for healing, for employment, or for a word from 
the Lord. Sybil also wrote letters to Trinity’s Deans, 
encouraging them in their work.
Whenever I spoke to Sybil by telephone, I noticed that 
I was always in a better mood. Jenn Cepek, a member 
of our staff, visited Sybil and her dog Jenny in Oregon 
just a few months before her death. They talked about 
heaven and Jenn left her with a copy of Lift High the 
Cross, the history of the school.
A while after Sybil’s death, her son John wrote to 
inform me that Sybil had named the school as a 
beneficiary of her trusts, and shortly thereafter the 
school received a generous estate gift, three times what 
she had given during her life. 
Praise the Lord for Sybil Gibson, who faithfully served 
the Lord, both in life and in death.

DEVELOPMENT

The following letter is a testimony from the Rev. 
Jonathan King of Wyckoff, NJ. Laurie Thompson 
recently asked him to provide a few words to de-
scribe his Christian conversion and why he likes 
Trinity. In a handwritten note, Fr. King says:

A  T E S T I M O N Y  F R O M 
T H E  R E V .  J O N AT H A N  K I N G

20 August 2016

Dear Laurie,

I support Trinity School for Ministry because it instructs and inspires 
future Episcopal clergy to preach the gospel with evangelical zeal.

I committed myself to Christ in December 1950, after I had met an 
amazing evangelist, Samuel Shoemaker, who was the keynote speak-
er at a conference for college students. I was swept away by the ardor 
of his personal devotion to Jesus Christ, and deeply moved by his call 
to serve Him as Lord and Savior.

In a personal interview with him, (I was a college senior) I expressed 
my uncertainty about my future. “Let’s pray about it!” he urged. And 
as he prayed with unforgettable fervor, I shed my hesitation to study 
for the ministry—my twin brother had already been accepted by the 
Virginia Theological Seminary—and then and there turned my life 
over to JESUS.

Fr. King has supported Trinity for over 20 years. He appreciates 
the teaching and training provided to the students, and he has wit-
nessed the quality of the graduates who have come from Trinity.

S Y B I L  G I B S O N
A Loyal Friend to Trinity

by Jack Walsh
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“History will be kind to me, for I intend to 
write it.” ~ Winston Churchill

I have been thinking a lot about history lately. 
My family had the opportunity to travel in Italy 
this summer and were surrounded by remnants 
of cultural history and bygone civilizations. My 
son, a history major in college, had foot surgery, 
couldn’t walk, and spent his summer watching 
every History Channel show he could find. To 
further my own education, I enrolled to take a 
Trinity online Church History course this fall. 
And I quiz my dad, who will be 100 years old 
soon and still has long-term memory, on our 
family history so I know our genealogy.
The above Churchill quote is a variation of the actual words of Sir Winston, 
but his intention was quite clear when he made the claim in 1948. World War II 
had ended, and the “Iron Curtain” was descending. Churchill saw himself as a 
mediator between east and west as the United States and the Soviet Union were 
positioning themselves for supremacy. He wanted to continue Power Summit 
meetings, like those during WWII, between Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin. More 
world change was inevitable, but he felt that more confrontation would bring 
even more disaster. He preferred resolving, rather than fighting, the Cold War. 
These words and actions make me think of Trinity School for Ministry, as we 
celebrate a milestone in our history. From a library in a garage, and classes in 
rented rooms at Robert Morris College, 2016 marks the end of 40 years for Trinity. 
I believe that our founders and early leaders (people like John Guest, John Howe, 
Peter Moore, John Rodgers, and Alfred Stanway) may have felt like Churchill 
back then. They were living through changes in the Church that made them 
resolve to do things differently, because more changes were coming. While Mr. 
Churchill’s words referred to peace keeping and negotiations, our founders were 
beyond that point and knew that the “truth” could only be taught in an entirely 
new environment. And they had to do so something now! They had to write 
history! Hence, the birth of Trinity! 
In the book Lift High the Cross, author Janet Leighton documents many stories of 
God’s hand in the history of our school—a school that some said “wasn’t needed” 
(email me if you would like a copy of the book). We now have the second largest 
enrollment of students among the 10 Episcopal seminaries. This latest incoming 
class is over eighty! Which means “more laborers for the harvest,” and after all, 
that’s what the Great Commission tells us to do! It’s our history, and we—and 
you—are still writing it!

Mr. Jerry Mote
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As the season of Advent approaches, it is time, once again, to prepare our 
hearts for the coming of Jesus. It is our hope that this devotional will aid your 
personal reflections during this season. The Trinity Advent Devotional features 
meditations based on the daily office readings from the Book of Common Prayer 
and written by Trinity’s faculty, students, and alumni.
Available through Trinity’s bookstore, November 2016, $2.00. 
Preorder by October 28 for a 25% discount:. bookstore.tsm.edu

2017 Lenten Devotional available February 2017, $2.00. 
Preorder by January 20 for a 25% discount.

Available in Print and Online
2016 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7
J an u ar y  9 - 2 0  |  Tr i n i t y  S c h o o l  f o r  M i n ist r y

Come visit us in January 2017 and participate in our Intensives program. Intensives are week-long courses in June and 
January which compress an entire semester’s seminary study (of a single class). The courses can also be taken as non-
credit or audit. Intensives offer an excellent way to learn a lot in a very brief period of time as well as to see the campus 
and get a sense for seminary study at Trinity. We encourage you to try Trinity Intensives for continuing education and 
personal enrichment. 
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