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“The closer people draw near to God, the more 
integrated their spiritual and physical existence 
becomes, and the more integrated their spiritual 
and physical existence becomes, the closer they 
may draw near to God in mind and being in 
ways that are worthy of him.” 

Thomas F. Torrance, The Mediation of Christ

Dear Friends,
When I first began teaching at Trinity School 
for Ministry, I had a class that was nervous 
about taking their final exam. In an attempt to 
ease their anxiety, I told them that I actually 
liked exams because I found them to be helpful 
in assisting me to assess what I knew well and where I needed to expand my 
knowledge. One student, a practicing psychotherapist, made an aside for her 
classmates but loud enough so that I could hear it: “We have clinical names for 
his type!” We all shared a good chuckle. 
This past fall we had our scheduled visit from the Association of Theological 
Schools (ATS). This was a culmination of an intensive two year self-
assessment. Many seminaries and graduate schools dread these accreditation 
inspections, but I can honestly tell you that our staff and faculty looked 
forward to the visit with keen anticipation. In preparing for the visit we 
worked hard to look at our strengths and weaknesses. We were surprised at 
how much we had grown (and are growing!) as an institution. We were eager 
to hear what the inspection team would tell us, and we wanted to hear where 
we might improve even more. During their time among us, we watched them 
absorb the energy and excitement from our students, staff, faculty, and board 
members. We were happy they could share our joy in worship as they entered 
into our morning and evening prayer times. We could see the time with us was 
affecting them, even as we listened to their concerns and advice which would 
affect our planning and thinking for the future. It was a mutual time of respect, 
appreciation, and encouragement. Officially, we must wait until the board of 
Commissioners for ATS notifies us after their Commissioners meeting, but we 
are optimistic and very encouraged by the preliminary feedback.
 As I write this, our new Media Center finally has the full heating and air 
conditioning system functioning, our minor office renovations are complete, 
and two faculty searches are under way for positions in Church History and 
Pastoral Theology. When we came to the deadline for the Church History 
search, we had 49 qualified applicants! Our Recruiting office surprised the 
board by telling us that we have seven new residential students and nine new 
online students enrolling in the middle of the year. I am happy to say we are 
living into our vision to be “an evangelical seminary in the Anglican tradition.” 
We are facing into “this fractured world” where we are becoming more 
effective as “a global center for Christian formation, producing outstanding 
leaders who can plant, renew, and grow churches that make disciples of Jesus 
Christ.” Please keep praying for us as we seek to recruit new students as well 
as find the financial resources to meet our budgetary needs this spring.
In Christ,
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he prophets of secularism are enjoying the 
fruit of decades of hard work despite the ironic 
twist that their message has been shown to be 

completely devoid of hope for our society, especially 
when society is thirsty for a morsel of hope. In the New 
York Times essay quoted above, Mark Oppenheimer 
describes the evolving ministry of Bart Campolo at the 
University of Southern California, where he now works 
in an office for Varun Soni, the dean of religious life at 
USC, as the “humanist Chaplain.” Oppenheimer explains 
that the students prefer to identify as humanists rather 
than atheists because the latter suggests an affiliation 
with a group. The Pew survey in 2015 suggests that this 
is indeed a trend: 36% of all people born between 1990 
and 1996 describe themselves as religiously unaffiliated. 
In January I was speaking with a fellow seminary dean. 
He shared his personal despair with our working group 
of deans saying, “I may not even attend church when I 
retire. I don’t see the point. We have failed the country.” 
His cynical view shocked us, but another colleague 
responded quickly. “I hear your pain, but the hope of 
Jesus’s death and resurrection is not beholden to any 
one event or election.” Inwardly, I cheered his words.
An appropriate response from Christian leaders in the 
next twenty years will demand three things. First, it will 
require the patience of a farmer, one who cultivates and 
waits patiently for the fruit of his labors. In sixth grade 
I remember Mr. Dupree asking us to plant Lima beans 
in cups. As we did so he explained to us the need for 
a diversity of fertilizers and minerals that help things 
grow. He further explained that the context of every 
crop was different. Some soil was rich in Nitrogen 
which gives plants their green color and is involved 

in creating food for the plant through photosynthesis. 
Other soils were richer in Phosphorus, the thing that 
is critical in root development and flowering. Others 
soils, he explained, were rich in Potassium. Potassium 
helps regulate plant metabolism and affects water 
pressure regulation inside and outside of plant cells. It 
too is important for good root development. All three 
contribute to the growth process, but each regional soil 
has a need a need for remedial fertilization in one or two 
of these areas. 
While we became intrigued by Mr. Dupree’s concern for 
the proper cultivation of the context, he reminded us 
that there was one more crucial issue: the seed itself. He 
surreptitiously inserted some seeds into our collection 
that were not Lima beans. They would grow a different 
plant. In the same way, the seeds of many wrong ideas 
and thinking that were sown in our North American 
culture 30 to 50 years ago have come to fruition now. 
Moral relativism, idolization of human autonomy and 
affluence, resistance to moral absolutes, and ignorance 
of the biblical revelation of God’s story in Scripture has 
produced the perfect storm that has given a dreadful 
result. It is time for the Christian Church to replant the 
seed of the Kingdom of God in the world around us. 
Theological education in the years to come will need 
to be more adept in delivering the Gospel message to 
leaders who will be facing a much wider diversity of 
contexts and assumptions. They will need careful skills 
to assess their environment, patience in cultivating 
the Kingdom in their variety of situations, and 
faithful courage to persist in a culture that will grow 
increasingly hostile to the truth of the Gospel. We need 
to pray that we all will be faithful in cultivating the 
kingdom in the context of our lives.

CULTIVATING
THE KINGDOM
IN CONTEXT

DEAN’S CORNER

By The Very Rev. Dr. Laurie Thompson

“Atheists and Agnostics have long tried to rebottle religion: to get the community and the good works without the 
supernatural stuff. It has worked as well as nonalcoholic beer.”

Mark Oppenheimer, cited in The Evangelical Scion who Stopped Believing (NYT, Dec 29, 2016)

T
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COVER STORY

n December 6, 2016, 
the Board of Trustees 
of Trinity School for 

Ministry unanimously appointed 
The Rev. Dr. Henry L. Thompson 
(Laurie) as the seventh Dean 
and President of the Seminary, 
effective immediately. He was 
installed during a service held at 
St. Stephen’s Church in Sewickley, 
PA on March 16, 2017. Last May, 
Dr. Thompson was appointed as 
the Interim Dean/President. The 
action of the board on December 6 

made the appointment permanent. 
The Dean/President is the senior 
administrator and chief academic 
officer of the seminary and is 
responsible for all of the daily 
operations and fundraising efforts.
“After observing Laurie’s capable 
leadership as Interim Dean/
President over the past six months, 
the Board is confident that he 
is God’s man for Trinity in this 
season,” remarked Mr. Douglas 
Wicker, Chairman of Trinity’s 
Board. “His intimate knowledge 

of and love for the school are 
important as we move forward. 
Many of the faculty and staff have 
also expressed their confidence in 
and support of Laurie’s leadership 
in this role.”
Trinity began a search for a new 
Dean/President when the Very 
Rev. Dr. Justyn Terry, Trinity’s 
sixth Dean/President, announced 
his plan to return to England. An 
international search identified a 
number of impressive candidates, 
but the Board concluded that none 

The Very reV. Dr. henry L. 
Thompson InsTaLLeD as seVenTh 
Dean/presIDenT

O
By the Rev. 
Christopher Klukas
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of them was the right leader for 
this season. Dr. Thompson was 
appointed as an Interim leader 
to keep the affairs of the school 
running smoothly while the 
search for a permanent leader 
continued. Shortly after this interim 
appointment was made, many of 
the board members began to ask 
if the Spirit was guiding them to 
install Laurie as the next Dean/
President. After much prayer, both 
the Board and Dr. Thompson felt 
that this is, indeed, the Lord’s will.
“Every prayerful moment in the 
recent months has confirmed in 
my heart and mind that God is 
calling me to this ministry and 
I am thrilled and honored to 
accept this appointment,” said 
Laurie Thompson. “The world of 
theological education is shifting 

The Very reV. Dr. henry L. 
Thompson InsTaLLeD as seVenTh 
Dean/presIDenT

and Trinity is at the forefront of 
transforming the way Christian 
leaders are trained for Mission, I am 
so excited to be a part of it! I would 
like to give my thanks to my family 
and the students, faculty, board, 
and staff of Trinity for their love, 
support, and prayers.”
Laurie Thompson first came to 
Trinity in 1997 after spending 19 
years in parish ministry. He has 
led the Doctor of Ministry program 
since 2001 and has also served 
as the Dean of Administration 
and most recently as the Dean of 
Advancement where he played an 
important role in the “Reach for the 
Harvest” campaign which raised 
$15.4 million for various strategic 
initiatives. He is married to Mary 
W. Thompson and they have three 
adult children and 9 grandchildren.

“The Board is 
confident that 
Laurie is God’s 
man for Trinity 
in this season.”
Douglas Wicker, Board Chair
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Honoring The Venerable 
Mark Stevenson By the Rev. 

Christopher Klukas

TRINITY NEWS
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n November, the Venerable Mark 
Stevenson, Academic Dean at Trinity 
School for Ministry, announced that 

he would transition out of his role at the 
seminary to free up more time to serve 
as a deacon and to return to his work 
in the theater as an accomplished actor. 
Mark began his work at Trinity School for 
Ministry in 2005, first as a coordinator for 
Janary and June Intensives, then as the 
Director of Extension Ministries, and most 
recently as Academic Dean where he has 
watched over the school’s reaccreditation 
process with the Association of Theological 
Schools (ATS).
“It has been an extraordinary time to 
be at Trinity” Mark reflected in a recent 
interview. “When I first joined the staff 
at Trinity, the seminary was still in the 
early stages that an organization has to 
go through. But Justyn Terry helped to 
move the school to the next phase of its 
institutional development through strategic 
planning and the honing of systems and 
structures. It was a privilege to work 
alongside him and help him in this effort. I 
think this work has really paid off in things 
like our recent reaccreditation visit from the 
ATS. The evaluators were really impressed, 
and it was a great preliminary report. I 
think we are poised now to move into that 

next phase as a school and it was really 
exciting to have been here for that.”
The Very Rev. Dr. Laurie Thompson, 
Trinity’s Dean/President remarked, “I want 
to express my profound appreciation for the 
dedication and sacrifice that Mark has given 
to his duties as Academic Dean. What he 
has done to create, innovate, and develop 
changes in our academic programs has been 
exceptional. The recent strong affirmation 
of the ATS accreditation team is a testimony 
to the remarkable work he has done while 
serving. He will be irreplaceable in a real 
sense, but he has laid a solid foundation for 
the next Academic Dean to build upon.”
Mark will surely be missed at Trinity School 
for Ministry, but we are excited for the 
new opportunities that God has set before 
him. Please join in praying for Mark as he 
transitions into a new season of ministry.

“I think we are poised now to move into 
that next phase as a school and it was 
really exciting to have been here for that.”
The. Ven. Mark Stevenson

I
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Changes in Trinity’s Senior Leadership
The Dean’s Cabinet at Trinity School for Ministry is a counsel of senior advisors to the 
Dean/President comprised of the Dean of Advancement, the Dean of Administration, 
and the Academic Dean. With the Very Rev. Dr. Laurie Thompson taking on his new role 
as Dean/President and the Ven. Mark Stevenson transitioning off of the staff, the Dean’s 
Cabinet has lost two of its three members. To fill this void, the Rev. Aidan Smith has 
accepted an appointment as Dean of Advancement and Dr. Erika Moore has accepted an 
appointment as Academic Dean.
Aidan has done a remarkable job as Director of Recruitment in the past two years, helping 
Trinity to be one of the fastest growing Anglican/Episcopal seminaries anywhere in the 
world. In his new role he will continue what he has started as well as oversee the other 
areas of Advancement: development, alumni, church relations, community relations, and 
communications. The creative synergy in all these departments continues to grow and they 
are all making a great difference in achieving the mission of the school. We can rest assured 
that the challenge of this and raising a new baby girl will keep him busy!
As Academic Dean, Erika Moore will be the one primarily responsible for overseeing our 
curriculum, library, partnerships, and faculty. The faculty have expressed their admiration 
for her clarity of thought, good administrative skills, and careful listening. She will continue 
to build on the good work that has been recently affirmed by the ATS self-study.

Accreditation Visit Results
Every seminary and graduate school of theology that 
the Commission on Accrediting of the Association 
of Theological Schools (ATS) accredits must undergo 
an extensive self-study process prior to the site visit 
conducted by the ATS Comprehensive Accreditation 
Committee. As an ATS-member school, Trinity School 
for Ministry hosted a comprehensive accreditation 
visit October 10-13, 2016. The Self-Study and the 
accreditation visit presented the School with an 

opportunity to assess how well it is conducting 
itself with respect to the ATS General Institutional 
Standards, Educational Standard, and the Degree 
Program Standards, and to make recommendations for 
next steps for improvement.
Thank you to all who prayed for Trinity during our 
reaccreditation self-study and visit. We are pleased 
to report a very positive response from the visiting 
committee. Thank you also to the Ven. Mark Stevenson 
and his steering committee for all of the work they put 
into making the self-study and visit a success! 

TRINITY NEWS
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TRINITY NEWS

In the fall of 2015 Trinity started a new program in 
Spanish geared towards those who were discerning 
a call to priestly ministry in the Anglican/Episcopal 
churches and who had already obtained a theological 
degree from a seminary of another Christian tradition. 
The call for this program came from national leaders 
who needed to “Anglicanize” candidates for ministry, 
many of whom had many years of experience in other 
denominations. In response, the online Diplomado 
Posgrado en Estudios Anglicanos (Diploma of 
Anglican Studies) began with a small cadre of students 

from Mexico and the American Southwest. As of the 
Fall of 2016, we have students from Mexico, Colombia, 
Honduras, and Spain. In response to requests from 
leaders in Latin America as well as the United States, 
next fall we are planning to add an online Certificado 
en Estudios Diaconales (Certificate of Diaconal Studies) 
as well as offering the Diplomado Posgrado en Estudios 
Anglicanos in January and June Intensive format at our 
Ambridge campus.
In September 2016, Trinity hired the Venerable 
Ernest Buchanan to serve as the part-time Program 
Administrator (Spanish Language). Ernest is a 
former missionary to Mexico with Gateway Mission 
Training Center, and currently serves as rector of a 
multi-cultural congregation in Canada. “I am very 
excited about the growth of the Spanish programs at 
Trinity and I firmly believe that we are going to make 
a positive impact on the Church, not only in Latin 
America but also in the United States, by helping train 
a whole generation of priests and deacons who are 
Gospel focused, with a passion to reach out into their 
communities and plant churches.”
To learn more about Spanish Language Theological 
Education at Trinity, please contact the Ven. Ernest 
Buchanan (ebuchanan@tsm.edu). To contribute 
to the A. Hugo Blankingship, Jr. Scholarship Fund 
which covers the cost of tuition for Spanish Language 
Students, please contact Trinity’s Development Office 
(development@tsm.edu).

Spanish Language 
Education at Trinity

Where in the World? Trinity School for Ministry’s Spanish Language Program has students from the United States 
as well as four different Spanish speaking countries.

mexico

colombia

honduras

spain june Term 2017
This June, Trinity will be 
offering 2 Spanish courses 
as part of our June Term 
offerings. See page 13 for 
more information!

TRINITY NEWS

united States
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TRINITY NEWS

Trinity Honored by the 
Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives
State Representative Rob Matzie visited 
Trinity’s campus on Wednesday, January 
11, for a special presentation: a House of 
Representatives Official Citation from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania honoring 
Trinity School for Ministry for our 40 years 
of forming Christian leaders.
We were honored to welcome Representative 
Matzie and are grateful for the recognition. 
Praise God for all he has done in and 
through Trinity over the past 40 years! 

The Trinity Media 
Center is Complete
The Communications Department moved 
into the new Media Center in mid-October 
of 2016. The new space includes two offices, 
three editing suites, a print-production 
room, an audio studio, and a video studio. 
Thank you to all who contributed to make 
this new facility possible!

Laurie with Rep. Rob Matzie

Video studio where filming for online classes will take place.
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MISSION DAY
Trinity School for Ministry and 
The Stanway Institute hosted 
Mission Day 2017 on March 21-22. 
People gathered together to learn 
about God’s continuing mission 
to make himself known to all 
nations. All Christians are called 
to be about this work, whether we 
are missionaries or supporters of 
missionaries. Audio recordings of 
the various Mission Day talks will 
soon be available on our website.

2017

Mission Day speakers 
included Bishop Jim 
Hobby (middle left), 
Mrs. Jenny Noyes 
(center), Lisa Chinn 
(bottom middle) along 
with others.

International student Grace 
Kamwagire helps to lead 
Chapel on Mission Day.



ST 770/970 Anglican Way of Theology 
Dr. Bill Witt

A survey of the core convictions and 
concerns that have characterized Anglican 
theology from the Reformation to the 
present and discussion of Anglican identity 
today.

DM 900 Listening & Trusting 
The. Very Rev. Dr. Laurie Thompson

An orientation course that integrates 
theology, spirituality, and missiology in 
their application to ministry in context. 
(DMin only)

CH 725/975 The Reformers & Medieval 
Monasticism 
Dr. Evan Howard

A careful sorting of Medieval and 
Reformation thought and practice that 
will guide Christians today in our own 
exploration of religious life. 

Includes AEF Conference.

OT 700 Hebrew Exegesis 
Dr. Erika Moore (2 weeks)

Reading, interpreting, and applying the 
text of the Hebrew Old Testament. This 
course includes focus on selected features 
of Old Testament Hebrew, introduction 
to exegetical skills, and extensive practice 

exegeting actual passages. (Prerequisite BL630)

PT 550 Proclaiming the Word of God 
The Rev. Dr. Amy Schifrin (2 weeks)

A course in the basic skills necessary 
to move from biblical text to homiletic 
proclamation within a Eucharistic Rite. 
Emphases will be on basic writing skills 
and oral delivery with opportunity to 

preach and receive feedback within the classroom setting.

WEEK ONE — JUNE 5-9

JUNE TERM
Trinity

School for Ministry

2017

MedieVal WisdOm

RefORmatiOn

SPIRIT&SACRAMENT
WORSHIP CONFERENCE

June 5-7 
Andy Piercy | Dr. Lester Ruth | Nick Drake

500 YEARS AFTER THE

Ancient Evangelical Future Conference

June 8-9 |  Trinity School for Ministry

Rod Dreher:  Why the 
American Church Needs 
the Benedict Option
Thursday, June 8,  7pm
Free Public Lecture



ME 725/975 Urban Mission: The Church 
in the City 
The Rev. Dr. Rodger Woodworth

Theology, culture, and missional practice 
for planting and growing churches in a 
broad urban context from the inner city to 
nearby communities affected by the urban 

culture. The course will involve lectures, discussion, and 
day trips to exegete the city of Pittsburgh and urban 
ministry.

NT 627/927 The Passion Narrative of the 
Gospel of Mark 
Bp. Grant LeMarquand

A close reading of the Passion Narrative of 
the Gospel of Mark. Attention will be given 
to the grammar, style, and structure of the 
narrative of the story in order to discern the 

theological meaning and pastoral application of the text.

ST 900 Evangelical Theology 
The Rev. Dr. Jady Koch

The essentials of evangelical theology 
applied to Christian ministry in 
contemporary pluralistic society. 
(DMin only)

www. tsm.edu/intensives

WEEK T WO — JUNE 12-16

The

HOLY
SPIRI T

& the Li fe  of  the Church

June 12-13 |  Bp.  Todd Hunter

Diploma de Posgrado en 
Estudios Anglicanos

ME 699 Anglicanismo Global 
El Revdmo. Dr. Hector Zavala | June 12-16

Una exploración de las distintas provincias de 
la Comunión Anglicana a través de la historia, 
misionología e interrelaciones actuals.

PT 641 Adoración en la Tradición del Libro de 
Oración Común 
El Revdmo. Ernest Buchanan | June 19-23

Una exploración de la liturgia con énfasis en los 
aspectos prácticos y pastorales. 

Bp. Grant and Dr. Wendy LeMarquand 

Thursday, June 15, 7:00 pm 
Trinity Commons Hall

Mission Focus: Ethiopia
Audit a Master's Level Course: $150
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hen I was a new father, during my prayer 
time one evening the words of Psalm 71 leapt 
off the page to me: “And unto old age and 

grey hairs, O God, forsake me not, until I show forth thy 
arm to all the generation that is to come.” Years later, I 
see just how central this “showing forth” is to ministry. 
Trinity alumni are trained for just such a call. Many of 
our graduates have gone on to teaching vocations at 
various levels: some in secondary and collegiate teaching 
vocations, others teach in seminaries, preparing the next 
generation of leaders to proclaim the Gospel, both in the 
Anglican tradition and beyond.
Whether teaching youth, young adults, or future leaders 
of the Church, Trinity alumni are catechizing the next 
generation, showing forth God’s mighty deeds to those 
who come after them. “It was at Trinity where I learned 
and experienced how vital seminary education is in 
forming one for future ministry,” explains the Rev. Dr. 
Todd Brewer (MDiv 2009). “It is at seminary where men 
and women called to ministry discover their vocation. 
Some rediscover the Gospel altogether.”

Laura Cerbus 
(MAR 2014)
For several years, Laura Cerbus 
(MAR 2014) taught at Beaver 
County Christian School in 
Beaver Falls, PA. “My studies were 
invaluable to my teaching of the 
Bible.” Because she had attended a 
Christian college, she was already 

well-prepared for Trinity. “However, one of the things 
I lacked was an understanding of the basic and crucial 
ways that the scriptures are held together. Studying 
biblical theology gave me a sense of how Genesis 
connects to Revelation, and everything in between.”
“When I went into the classroom, I was able to pass 
this along to my students. Rather than simply studying 
a series of stories about Jesus, or Paul, we were able to 
make connections to the Old Testament, to understand 
at a deeper level the significance of what Jesus did and 
taught.”

Teaching

by Geoffrey Mackey

Teachers
the

ALUMNI NEWS

W
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Katie Black 
(MAR 2014)

Katie Black (MAR 2014) teaches 
high school Bible at Annapolis 
Area Christian School in 
Maryland. Trinity’s faculty “had a 
transparency to them,” she recalls. 
“They lived the truths that they 
taught and were willing to share 
their lives with us as students. 
They reminded us day in and day 
out that, although we were in an 

academic setting, learning theology is only theoretical 
until it is lived out.” 

The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Parker 
(MDiv 2007) 

The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Parker 
(MDiv 2007) joined the faculty of 
Berry College in 2013 and is now 
Assistant Professor of Religion. 
“Trinity was an integral part of 
formation for what I do now,” he 
says. He teaches courses on the 
Bible and systematic theology, 
but also upper-level courses such 
as “Joel Osteen and John Wesley 

in Comparison” and “Pope Francis’ Use of Scripture in 
Laudato Si.” “Trinity taught me to appreciate and critique 
differing perspectives while still forming me in my 
own Anglican Tradition.” His education was not only 
intellectual but personal and spiritual. “When Bp. John 
Rodgers once burst into a praise song in the middle of a 
lecture, I had never seen that before, but I immediately 
understood how close worship and learning could be. 
Now, for me, I don’t hesitate to sharpen and question the 
thinking of my students, but neither do I withhold from 
them my love for our Lord.”

The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Linebaugh  
(MDiv 2008)
The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Linebaugh (MDiv 2008), who 
is Lecturer in New Testament at the University of 
Cambridge claims that, during his doctoral studies, “I 
quickly learned that my time at Trinity had given me the 
academic tools I needed for doctoral research.” In addition 
to his research and writing, he teaches New Testament 
courses and supervises PhD students. “My time at 
Trinity helped me begin to understand what theology 
is and what (or better whom) it is for. Theology is, most 
fundamentally, about hearing or receiving God’s address 
to us and it has as its horizon the proclamation of God’s 
word to sinners and sufferers.”

The Rev. Dr. Todd Brewer 
(MDiv 2009)

In 2014, the Rev. Dr. Todd Brewer 
(MDiv 2009) joined the faculty of 
General Theological Seminary, 
where he teaches New Testament. 
Todd credits Trinity’s faculty with 
awakening his understanding of 
the Scriptures he now teaches. “At 
the end of my junior year I took 
a class on Romans taught by then 
Dean/President Paul Zahl. This 

class showed me that the study of the New Testament 
did not need to be dull and the ideas expounded were 
enlivening.”

The Rev. Dr. Jack Gabig 
(MDiv 1995)

The Rev. Dr. Jack Gabig (MDiv 
1995) teaches Practical Theology at 
Nashotah House. “The integrated 
nature in which my theological 
training happened at Trinity has 
deeply formed my approach to 
teaching and ministry,” he explains. 
“It was never merely a matter of 
head knowledge alone, but an 
informed life lived Godward.” He 
recalls John Rodgers’ approach. 

“Coursework in systematic theology always included 
a goodly dose of hymnody. As John Rodgers taught he 
would show how much theology was deeply embedded in 
the hymns.” He recalls, “Thanks to John’s modeling (and 
many others) I start each class with a hymn and a collect 
to capture the day’s theme.”

Dr. Linda Gottschalk 
(MAR 1990)

Across the Atlantic, Dr. Linda 
Gottschalk (MAR 1990) serves on 
the faculty of Tyndale Theological 
Seminary in Badhoevedorp, the 
Netherlands, where she teaches 
courses on research and writing as 
well as Church history. Her students 
come from all around the world. 
In January, her class had Brazilian, 
Finnish, Nigerian, and Burmese 

students. “I thoroughly loved all my times at Trinity and 
try to model myself as a theological educator after the 
wonderful faculty there in those years, who balanced 
scholarship, lively communication, warm pastoral interest 
in the students, and real personal faith.”
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Moves & Transitions

Daniel Behrens (MDiv 2016) is Curate at St. Peter’s 
Church, Tallahassee, FL.
The Rev. Rob Dewey (MDiv 1983) founder of Costal 
Crisis Chaplaincy in 1990 participated in a Memorandum 
of Understanding, signed between the Coastal Crisis 
Chaplaincy and the 628th Air Base Wing Chaplain Corps. 
This MOU serves as a formal document of a long-standing 
relationship between the two agencies, the first between a 
civilian chaplaincy program and military chaplains.
The Rev. Rose Ekirunga (MAR 2014) was joined in 
Holy Matrimony to Mr. Herbert Muhumuza Adyeeri on 
December 31, 2016 in Ruwenzori, Uganda.
The Rev. Shay Gaillard (MDiv 2004) is the 38th Rector of 
the Parish Church of St. Helena in Beaufort, SC. Shay and 
his family moved to Beaufort this summer after 10 years in 
Charleston as Rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd. 
The Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence (MDiv 1980) instituted and 
inducted Shay as Rector on October 13, 2016.
The Rev. Joe Gasbarre (MDiv 2014) is the Parish 
Catechist at Christ Church Anglican, Savannah, GA.
The Rev. Terry Gatwood (Senior MDiv) was ordained to 
the priesthood by the Rt. Rev. Ronald Jackson, Bishop of 
the Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes, on February 7, 
2017.
The Rev. Dr. Nina George-Hacker (DMin 2011) is the 
47th Rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Compass, PA, 
founded in 1729.
The Rev. Paul Hassell (MAR 2015) was ordained to the 
priesthood on January 29, 2017 by the Rt. Rev. Jim Hobby, 
Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh.
Christopher Hill (Senior MDiv) and Katherine Kirk were 
united in Holy Matrimony on Saturday, January 7, 2017 in 
Pittsburgh. 
The Rev. Ben Hughes (MDiv 2016) was ordained to the 
diaconate by the Rt. Rev. Jim Hobby on December 10, 2016 
at Trinity Church, Washington, PA.
The Rev. Paul Hunter (MDiv 2013) has accepted a call to 
serve at Oaks of Righeousness Episcopal Ministry in Troy, 
NY, alongside his wife, the Rev. Christina Hunter (MDiv 
2010), who has served Oaks for the past six years.
The Rev. Douglas Kinsey (MDiv 1999) was ordained to 
the diaconate on December 11, 2016 by the Rt. Rev. Dorsey 
McConnell, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh.
The Rev. Dave Kulchar (MDiv 1989) and his wife Debra 
began church planting on the west side of Indianapolis. 

Under the Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes, they are 
raising support as domestic missionaries with the New 
Anglican Mission Society (NAMS) for a two year start up 
period. You can read more about their ministry on their 
blog at www.indyproject.blogspot.com.
The Rev. Lauren R.E. Larkin (MDiv 2007, STM 2011) 
was ordained to the diaconate on January 30, 2017 by the 
Rt. Rev. Gregory Brewer, Bishop of Central Florida.
The Rev. Christopher Leighton (MDiv 1979) is Interim 
Rector at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Milford, CT.
Renae Lowe (MDiv 2013) and Tony Sterling were united 
in Holy Matrimony on Saturday, January 7, 2017 in 
Wilbur-by-the-Sea, FL.
The Rev. Judith Webb Malionek (MAR 2014, MDiv 
2016) was ordained to the diaconate on November 30, 
2016 by the Rt. Rev. William Love, Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Albany.
The Rev. Matthew W. McCormick (MDiv 2007) is the 
Rector of Messiah Episcopal Church, St. Paul, MN.
The Rev. Claire Megles (MDiv 2014) was ordained to the 
diaconate by the Rt. Rev. Jim Hobby on December 10, 2016 
at Trinity Church, Washington, PA.
The Rev. Mark Metze (MDiv 2015) was ordained to the 
pastorate at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Annapolis, MD 
and installed as Associate Pastor for Youth and Family at 
Annapolis Evangelical Lutheran Church (NALC).
The Rev. Mary Murage (MAR 2013) shares the joy 
of being blessed with a baby boy, Isaac Njagi, born on 
September 8, 2016.
The Rev. Zachary Neubauer (Senior MDiv) was 
ordained to the diaconate on January 30, 2017 by the Rt. 
Rev. Gregory Brewer, Bishop of Central Florida.
The Rev. Suzanne Cheryl Perkins (MDiv 2012) was 
ordained to the priesthood on December 11, 2016 by 
the Rt. Rev. James Hobby of the Anglican Diocese of 
Pittsburgh. 
The Rev. Dr. Michael Philliber (DMin 2007) is the 
Senior Pastor of Heritage Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma 
City, OK.
Chris “Poppy” Popadich (MDiv 2014) is the Director of 
Community Growth at First Presbyterian Church, Fresno, 
CA.
Bill Russell (MAR 2014) is Executive Pastor of Grace 
Anglican Community, Katy, TX.
The Rev. Dr. Greg Snyder (MDiv 2002), Trinity Trustee 
and Rector of St. John’s Church, John’s Island, SC, has 
been selected as one of six recipients of the inaugural Stott 
Award for Pastoral Engagement. This award is presented 

ALUMNI NEWS
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by the Carl F. H. Henry Center, Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School, Chicago, IL.
The Rev. Trevor Spencer (MDiv 2013) and Ms. Rachel 
Klara Mink were united in holy matrimony on Sunday, 
September 4, 2016 at the Cathedral of St. Luke and St. 
Paul in Charleston, SC. The Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence 
(MDiv 1980) presided at the liturgy and the Rev. Dr. Joel 
Scandrett, Trinity’s Assistant Professor of Historical 
Theology, served as preacher. Trevor is currently serving 
as Associate Rector of the Church of the Holy Cross, 
Sullivan’s Island, SC.
The Rev. Andrew Thebeau (Senior MDiv) was ordained 
to the diaconate on January 21, 2017 by the Rt. Rev. Bill 
Atwood, Bishop of the International Diocese of the ACNA.
The Rev. Becky Toalster (MDiv 2011) is the Rector of 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Bartow, FL.
Hans Tolpingrud (MDiv 2016) had a sermon, “The New 
Jerusalem,” published on Church Life Journal, the online 
journal of the Institute for Church Life of the University of 
Notre Dame. 
The Rev. David Trautman (STM 2012) is Rector of 
Trinity Anglican Church, Thomasville, GA. He and his 
wife, Megan (MDiv 2013) are succeeding the Rt. Rev. Jim 
Hobby (MDiv 1985) and the Rev. Shari Hobby (LS 1985), 

Requiem

The Rev. William Harper, Jr. (MDiv 1981) passed away 
on July 22, 2016, following a brief illness.
Lona Hart, longtime friend who served Trinity as School 
Nurse from 1993-2008, passed away on December 9, 2016. 
A memorial service was held in her honor at Trinity 
Church, Beaver, PA on December 17.
The Rev. Gwen Santiago (MAR 2004, MDiv 2010), Priest-
in-Charge of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Donora, PA, 
passed away on Friday, September 9, 2016, surrounded by 
her family who “sang her into glory.”

ALUMNI NEWS

Every other week we send out an email 
newsletter to our alumni containing updates 
from your classmates, news from Trinity, and 
job opportunities from parishes looking to 
hire Trinity graduates. If you would like to 
receive this email, please contact our Alumni 
office at alumni@tsm.edu.

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

who previously co-pastored the parish. David and Megan 
welcomed their third child, Luke Peter, on December 26, 
2016.
The Rev. Seth Zimmerman (MDiv 2016) was ordained 
to the priesthood on January 29, 2017 by the Rt. Rev. Jim 
Hobby, Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh.

ALUMNI DIRECTOrY
The Alumni Directory lets you search for classmates and friends by name, year, or location. This directory is 
password protected, please contact our alumni office at alumni@tsm.edu for access.

4 ALUMNI cruise

Set sail on the Gateway Clipper with fellow 
alumni as we welcome the 2017 graduates to 
the Trinity Alumni community. This will be an 
easy time to reconnect, network, and hear from 
various alumni. May 4, 7pm, Pittsburgh, PA. 
Visit www.tsm.edu/alumni to learn more!

mark your calendar!
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MedieVal WisdOm

RefORmatiOn
500 YEARS AFTER THE

June 8-9 |  Trinity School for Ministry

Why are younger evangelicals pursuing the “Benedict Option” 
and its medieval corollaries for spiritual guidance? Does the 
turn to the Middle Ages indicate a turn from the sixteenth-
century Reformers? These questions and others will be 
raised at the Ancient Evangelical Future Conference in 2017, 
the quincentennial year of the Protestant Reformation. The 
Conference brings theologians and practitioners from across the 
ecumenical spectrum together to reflect on medieval sources, 
consider their retrieval, and assess their significance from a 
Reformation perspective.
As in past years, the 2017 Ancient Evangelical Future 
Conference includes a mix of lectures, panel discussions, and 
break-out discussion groups in a welcoming atmosphere that 
links theory and practice. Each day of the event is bounded by 
the liturgies of Morning and Evening Prayer, and flavored with 
table-fellowship. Join others in this unique opportunity for 
reflection, retrieval, and refreshment for the sake of the life and 
ministry of the Church today.

Chris Armstrong Rod Dreher

Ancient Evangelical Future Conference

FEATURED SPEAKERS

Kevin Hughes

The Robert E. Webber Center 
for an Ancient Evangelical Future
Reclaiming the Christian Tradition for the Life of the Chur
 Today

webbercenter .tsm.edu/AEFC2017

Susan Phill ips

Evan Howard David Yeago

What stirs the contemporary 
Protestant interest in medieval 

texts and spiritual practices? 
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In early March, Professor Peter Walker, Videographer 
Scott Jessel, and I traveled to the Holy Land to record 
a number of videos based on Peter Walker’s book, In 
the Steps of Jesus. The aim of the book and the videos is 
to bring alive the stories in the Gospels by seeing the 
actual places where Jesus himself walked.
Having never visited Israel myself, I had many people 
tell me before our departure that our visit would 
completely change the way I read the scriptures. They 
were right! I stood on the shores of the Sea of Galilee 
where Jesus called Peter to be a fisher of men, I drank 
from Jacob’s well where Jesus met with the woman 
of Samaria, I stood in an upper room that is likely the 
spot where the Last Supper took place, and I walked 
the Via Dolorosa to the place of Jesus’ crucifixion, 
death, burial, and resurrection. I can now see all of 
these places in vivid detail as I read the words of the 
scriptures. If you have never visited the Holy Land, I 
encourage you to go and see it for yourself!

In the Steps of

JESUS
by the Rev. Christopher Klukas

The Rev. Dr. 
Peter Walker in 
Jerusalem

Scott Jessel, 
Videographer

Left: The Rev. 
Christopher 
Klukas in 
Capernaum

Center: 
Mountaintop in 
Gallilee

Right: 
Jacob’s Well

City sunrise in Jerusalem.
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Tell me a bit about yourself and your background? My 
name is Mark Senada. I am Egyptian. I was born and 
raised in an Anglican missionary hospital in the Delta 
area where my father works. I majored in business, 
and I worked as an accountant for two years before 
entering formal ministry. I moved to Cairo to attend 
the Alexandria School of Theology shortly after being 
asked by Bishop Mounir Anis to lead the diocesan youth 
ministry. I served as the youth director for the diocese 
for seven years. I was also the Alpha Youth regional 
director for the last four years before I left to study here 
at Trinity School for Ministry. 
What brought you to Trinity? My good friend Shady 
Anis received his Master of Arts in Religion from Trinity 
eight years ago. He always spoke so highly of the school. 
I was looking for a school with a high view of Scripture 
for further studies in theology, and Shady recommended 
I apply. When I talked with my Bishop about Trinity, he 
strongly encouraged me to attend. Here I am!
What has your experience at Trinity been like? When 
I look back at the past two years, I realize that I have 
learned a lot about the Church, people, the gospel, and 

myself. Being a residential student has given me the 
opportunity to understand the gospel with a different 
lens. I came with only one particular goal in mind, 
which was to study. I found myself learning how to 
pastorally care for others in addition to my initial goal 
of studying theology. I built very strong friendships, 
which will last for the remainder of my life. Regarding 
theology, I learned from conversations, readings, and 
meeting with professors, just as much as I learned 
from lectures. My experience at Trinity has enlarged 
my mind. It challenged my character and my way of 
thinking. My professors always encouraged me to think 
broadly, bringing different strands of theology into 
discussion. This kind of thinking brought me to read 
different theologians than I was accustomed to, even 
those I do not agree with.
Although we are different people with different 
theological backgrounds, and with diverse 
denominations, we all gathered around one table, 
the table of Christ every morning. After engaging in 
heated discussion with friends, we all lay down every 
disagreement to worship one loving God. Finally, I do 
not think that I will find professors like those I met at 
Trinity. They are always available to students and open 
to questions. They pray and care for us. I am so grateful 
to my professors at Trinity, and I will remember the 
model of learning employed at the school when I return 
to Egypt. 
What are you plans after graduation? First of all I will 
read Karl Barth’s Church Dogmatics! I am going back 
to Egypt to teach at Alexandria School of Theology. In 
the meanwhile, I will be preparing for further studies. 
I am praying (and I would appreciate your prayers 
too!) to find a role in the church where I can balance 
my academic studies with ministry. I do not want my 
life to be reduced to academics and debates, although I 
immensely appreciate debates and discussions! I would 
also appreciate your prayers that I might be able to teach 
pastorally and not dogmatically.
Is there anything you'd like to say to our donors? I am 
thankful to the Lord who used your support to bring me 
over here. You are playing a significant role in shaping 
students’ lives. Your generous giving allowed me to 
experience all the above-mentioned growth in my life. 
Please keep doing this ministry. Please keep praying 
that God may send the right people to Trinity to learn 
about Him, and how to minister to his people. Trinity is 
not just shaping people in terms of theological studies; 
it is shaping the faith of its students holistically. It is a 
powerful experience to be away from family, friends, 
and beloved ones to encounter the Lord and the work he 
wants to do in our lives. Thank you!

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

MARK SENADA ‘17

HOMETOWN:

Cairo, Egypt
DEGREE PROGRAM:

Master of Arts in Religion
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DEVELOPMENT

rinity School 
for Ministry is 
pleased to honor 

its Trustee Emeritus, the 
Rev. Ted Schroder for his 
long and able service to 
the school and the Church 
by launching a new 
scholarship in his honor.
Ted Schroder was born 
in New Zealand, though 
he has lived in the 
United States since 1971 
and is a US Citizen. He 
studied at Canterbury 
University, Christchurch, 
New Zealand, and the 
University of Durham, 
England. He married 
Antoinette Bowie of 
Anderson, SC. Ordained 
a priest in 1967, he has 
served the Church in 
many places. At All Souls, 
Langham Place, London, 

Ted served as assistant to 
John Stott. Subsequently, 
he served at Gordon 
College in MA, Grace 
Church in Orange Park, 
FL, and Christ Church, San 
Antonio, TX. Since 2000, 
Ted has been the Pastor 
at Amelia Island Chapel 
in Florida. Ted served on 
the Board of Trustees for 
Trinity School for Ministry 
from 1989 until 2008, 
and was named Trustee 
Emeritus.
Ted is a preacher of power 
and erudition. He is able 
to speak eloquently to the 
secular culture because 
he is permeated with the 
texts of the Holy Bible, 
enlivened by a close walk 
with the Lord God. But it 
is also because he is widely 
read in the great classical 

works, as well as the best 
of fiction, biographies, 
history, and poetry.
In 2017, his congregants 
desired to honor Ted for 50 
years of ordained service 
to God and the Church. 
Ted humbly asked that 
whatever funds might have 
been used for celebration 
of this anniversary instead 
be invested in scholarships 
for students at Trinity 
School for Ministry. The 
school responded with this 
new scholarship.
Recipients of scholarship 
grants from the Ted and 
Antoinette Schroder 
Scholarship must be full 
time students at Trinity 
School for Ministry who 
demonstrate a financial 
need. Students granted 

Celebrating the Ministry of Ted and Antoinette 
Schroder in northeast Florida
New Scholarship Launched in Their Honor
By Jack Walsh

Ted and Antoinette Schroder

scholarships must be 
enrolled in a program of 
study leading to a master’s 
degree.
Scholarship grants have 
become an extremely 
important tool by which 
seminary students can 
minimize their use of 
student debt, allowing 
them to serve more 
flexibly in the church and 
the world. The new Ted 
and Antoinette Schroder 
Scholarship will be a 
tremendous help to these 
students, freeing them to 
follow God’s call wherever 
he leads them.

T
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The stock market has risen significantly in the past 3 months. If you 
want to partner with Trinity to achieve the vision God has given us, 
but you do not have surplus cash, donating securities is a wonderful 
way to go.

WHERE IS THE STOCK?
Consider your own situation and ask, “Do I have mutual fund shares 
or stocks in a brokerage account? Do I have paper stock certificates 
in a safe deposit box? Did relatives give me stock that I have not 
thought about for a while? Do I have stock options or grants from my 
employer?”

WHAT TO DO
Call Jack Walsh at 724-266-3838 to let him know what you are 
planning. Send the Trinity School for Ministry transfer instructions to 
your broker and tell him/her what to transfer.
Your gift of shares will be transferred to Trinity’s account and in a few 
days you will get a letter/receipt from Trinity detailing the gift. The 
result:
1. You will have the same amount of cash in the bank as before you 
made the gift.
2. You will not pay any taxes on the transaction. 
3. You may claim a tax deduction for the full value of the stock (see 
“VALUE” in the sidebar).
4. Trinity’s mission for God will go forward as the school will be 
blessed with the full value of your gift. Our bank sells the securities, so 
Trinity will have cash to use in ministry promptly.
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every 
living creature: Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and 
grant that we, remembering the account that we must one day give, may 
be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. – BCP (1979) p. 827

DEVELOPMENT

VALUE
The value you may deduct on IRS Schedule A 
for a charitable gift as an Itemized Deduction 
is equal to the market value of the stock on the 
day it is donated.

TAXES
If you were to sell the stock, the IRS levies taxes 
on any increase in value at the capital gains tax 
rate. This rate varies widely, but can be heavy. 
If you give the stock away, you do not pay this 
tax, allowing you to make an even larger gift.

INSTRUCTIONS
You can get the donation instructions anytime. 
What your broker needs is on www.tsm.edu 
under “GIVING.” Please note that the transfer 
instructions have changed recently, so please 
discard any earlier versions of these instructions 
you may have in your files. You should also call 
the school so we recognize your gift when it 
arrives.

QUESTIONS
Don’t hesitate to call or email Jack Walsh if you 
want to discuss this. Don’t worry! He won’t 
pressure you to make a gift. He is always happy 
to help and explain. But if the Lord is nudging 
you to investigate this, you should do it!

DO YOU HAVE STOCK THAT 
HAS RISEN IN VALUE?

At a Glance...

By Jack Walsh
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For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” 
1 Corinthians 10:26 (ESV)

If you believe that everything on the earth truly belongs 
to God, and we are caretakers—or stewards if you will—
then we have a vital job to do. We must think before we 
act and consider how best to make use of all that God 
has allowed us to handle. What gifts on this earth have 
you been given? Maybe health, or a spouse and children. 
Maybe a good job and a nice house. That’s what many 
of us get, but others have been given health, spouse, 
children, or job “challenges” that none of us would trade for. So 
what do we do with our gifts that are also challenges?
One of our students who had experienced God’s gifts in the form of health 
challenges just told me his story. He had several bodily breakdowns in the past 
few months that each could have taken his life, but didn’t, thanks to a loving God 
who guided the physicians and nurses who were stewarding his care. His most 
recent news is that he only has 50% lung capacity, but his despair led to joy as he 
felt God saying “I gave you 50%.” His faith was boosted in his realization that God 
had given him a gift. The courage of this young man, his faith in our Lord, and all 
that he faced over the past months made me re-evaluate how I cherish the gifts 
that I have been given. 
Some of God’s gifts are lofty and some are concrete. Not being a lofty kind of 
guy, topics like climate change, world trade policies, or how cell phones work 
generally go over my head. I made it through college, but really preferred work to 
school. I’ve even joked that I am the least educated person at Trinity. The brilliant 
minds that surround me regularly put me in awe of the gifts that God has given 
these ladies and gentlemen. 
While I could finish this column by writing more about the esoteric gifts of God (I 
can use some lofty words!), I will not. I want to finish by talking about something 
concrete like cold, hard cash. One of my Trinity heroes often says “nothing 
happens without money.” And in my fund development world that is true.
Trinity has spent 40 years relying on God’s grace, through your gifts, to form 
Trinity into the place that forms Christian men and women for mission. For 40 
years we have eschewed (there’s another one!) general endowment so that we 
are constantly seeking God’s favor in our work. His “daily bread” has sustained 
our school to actually be a place that is admired by many other seminaries. While 
many are closing their doors or merging, this school for ministry is reaching new 
heights of enrollment, and with our recently completed Reach for the Harvest 
campaign, achieving new heights in donations. Praise the Lord! 
So, please know that your gifts are so important to us. God has provided you 
and me with means to truly make a difference in the Kingdom and my prayer is 
that you will continue to walk with Trinity and financially support our efforts. 
Everything is God’s!

Jerry Mote, Director of Development 
jmote@tsm.edu

Mr. Jerry Mote

From the Director of Development
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