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Medieval Mystics
J u l i a n  o f  n o r w i c h  a n d  h e r  w o r l d



Dear Friends,

Medieval England in the age of the Black 
Death was both tragic and hopeful...tragic in 
that a third of the population died, yet hopeful 
in that mystics like Julian of Norwich spoke 
words of powerful consolation from God. In 
the midst of pain and suffering, Julian had the 
faith to promise that “all manner of things shall 
be well.” Her witness (and that of the mystics 
like the author of The Cloud of Unknowing) 
reassured her contemporaries that God had not 
forgotten or forsaken them.

And so the world of Julian produced stunning 
beauty in spite of all the pain. We will visit the 
medieval England that she knew...the English 
Perpendicular cathedrals and churches, the 
half-timbered village houses, the wealthy 
towns that grew rich on the East Anglican wool 
from the rich pastures around Norwich. 

Amidst the ravishing beauty of late medieval 
England, we will always be listening for God’s 
still small voice that speaks to our hearts when 
we pay attention, and speaks words of hope to 
us today.

Come join us!
The Rev. Canon Susan Skillen                      
The Rev. Dr. Les Fairfield

Saturday, January 4   
UNITED STATES TO LONDON
We will fly overnight across the Atlantic as we 
begin our pilgrimage.

Sunday, January 5  LONDON
Please plan to arrive before 10:00AM in London.  
Our London panoramic tour begins at 1:00PM 
including St. Paul’s Cathedral for Evensong 

at 3:15 p.m.  After the service we will gather 
together for dinner and overnight.  Dinner and 
Overnight at The Beauchamp Hotel. 

Monday, January 6   MEDIEVAL LONDON
After breakfast at our hotel, we will begin our 
journey back into 14th century England by 
visiting Westminster Abbey.  The Abbey was the 
chapel of the medieval English kings and queens 
who ruled the country during the troubled age 
of the Black Death and the Hundred Years’ War, 
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the world that 
the medieval 
mystics 
addressed 
with words of 
hope.  From the 
Abbey we will 
take a walking 

tour of Westminster, the seat of government in 
medieval England.  

After lunch we will enjoy a Thames River cruise 
down to the Tower of London, the original 
stronghold of William the Conqueror and the 
other “bookend” to the City of London.  We may 
tour the Tower and the adjacent All Hallows’ 
parish church (the oldest in London) or visit 
other sites on our own as we may prefer. We have 
dinner independently tonight and return to our 
hotel for overnight.

Tuesday, January 7  PILGRIMAGE TO 
CANTERBURy
After breakfast at our hotel, we will follow the 
steps of the pilgrims who travelled to Canterbury 
in the age of Geoffrey Chaucer (who was one 

bright light in 
the troubled 14th 
century).  On our 
way we will visit 
Aylesford Priory in 
Kent, a medieval 
house of the 
Carmelite Friars who 
offered hospitality to 
the many thousands 

who passed along this pilgrimage way.  

After lunch we will continue on to Rochester, the 
second most ancient diocese in England (founded 
in 604 AD) after Canterbury.  Here the weary 
pilgrims found shelter in the exquisite Norman 
cathedral, dating from the 1080s.  We will enjoy 
this perfect early example of Norman architecture 

and decoration - which we will contrast with 
Canterbury Cathedral tomorrow, built a century 

later in the 
emerging new 
Gothic style.

From Rochester 
we continue on 
to Canterbury, 
to our hotel in 
the cathedral 
precincts for 
dinner and 

overnight.  Dinner and Overnight at Canterbury 
Cathedral Lodge.

Wednesday, January 8    THE HEART OF 
ENGLISH CHRISTIANITy
Following breakfast at our hotel we will tour 
Canterbury Cathedral, the historic heart of 

Anglican 
Christianity.  
The Diocese 
of Canterbury 
dates back to 
St. Augustine 
of Kent and 
his mission 
from Rome 

to the British Isles in 597 AD.  Following the 
martyrdom of St. Thomas Becket in 1170, the 
original Norman cathedral was replaced by this 

much larger Gothic building, 
to accommodate the crowds of 
pilgrims who came to venerate the 
martyr’s shrine.  

After lunch in town, we will take 
a short walk to the parish church 
of St. Martin, just outside the 
medieval walls of Canterbury.  
The chancel of St. Martin’s was 
built by Queen Bertha of Kent in 
the 590s, and is the oldest space in 
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England where regular and continuous worship 
has been offered (now for over 1400 years).

We walk back to the Cathedral in time for 
Evensong, and thence back to our hotel for 
dinner and overnight.  Dinner and Overnight at 
The Canterbury Cathedral Lodge.

Thursday, January 9    
THE BULL IN LONG MELFORD
After breakfast we turn our hearts and minds 
toward East Anglia, the 14th century world that 
Julian of Norwich knew so well.   We will travel 
by coach to the Stour Valley (which produced 
thousands of pilgrims to New England three 
centuries later) and to the exquisite medieval 
towns of Long Melford and Lavenham.

Long Melford’s weekly fair created enough 
wealth that the town was able to survive the 
Black Death in 1347-48 and the Peasants’ 
Rebellion in 1381 (the town served the rebels so 
much free ale that the latter left Long Melford 
intact).  In the following decades the town grew 
even more wealthy through the woolen cloth 

trade, which financed the rebuilding of Holy 
Trinity parish church, one of the jewels of late 
medieval church architecture.

Next we travel a few miles northeast to 
Lavenham, England’s most perfectly preserved 
medieval town.  Also a center for the woolen 
cloth trade in the 14th century, Lavenham’s 
market square gives us a vivid image of East 

Anglican town life as Julian of Norwich would 
have known it.  The parish church of Sts. Peter 
and Paul also embodies the devotion and the 
architectural genius of late medieval England.

We return to Long Melford for dinner and 
overnight.  Dinner and Overnight at The Bull 
Hotel Melford.

Friday, January 10    JULIAN’S NORWICH
Following breakfast at our hotel we journey 
onward to the city of Norwich, which enjoys 
the finest collection of medieval parish churches 

in England.  We first visit the Cathedral, the 
heart of medieval Norwich and one of the finest 
cathedrals in England.  

After lunch we visit St. Julian’s church, where 
she lived for decades as an “anchorite” in a 

tiny cell.  Here Julian 
wrote her account of the 
“showings” (or visions) 
she had received from 
God, words of hope and 
encouragement in an age 
of beauty and of blood.  
The church building was 
much damaged by a 
German bomb in World 

War II, but has been faithfully restored.

Back at the hotel after tea we will have a chance 
to reflect together on Julian’s message and its 
implications for us today.  Dinner and Overnight 
at The Premier Inn Norwich.

M e d i e v a l  M y s t i c s ;  J u l i a n  o f  n o r w i c h  a n d  h e r  w o r l d    January 4  t h r o ugh  15 , 2014

connoisseurs Tours  E 1 Tiffany Place  E savannah, Ga 31406  e 1-800-856-1045 e 1-912-351-9525

	  

	  

	  



M e d i e v a l  M y s t i c s ;  J u l i a n  o f  n o r w i c h  a n d  h e r  w o r l d    January 4  t h r o ugh  15 , 2014

connoisseurs Tours  E 1 Tiffany Place  E savannah, Ga 31406  e 1-800-856-1045 e 1-912-351-9525

Saturday, January 11    
MORE PILGRIMAGES...WALSINGHAM 
AND KING’S LyNN
After breakfasting at our hotel, we travel by 
coach to medieval England’s second most famous 
pilgrimage site (after Canterbury) the Shrine of 
Our Lady at Walsingham in Norfolk.  Henry VIII 
had the original shrine demolished in 1538 - its 
popularity threatened the “headship” he claimed 

over the English Church.  Like the Church of 
St. Julian, the shrine has been lovingly restored 
during the last century, and today it remains one 
of the most beloved centers of Anglo-Catholic 
piety in the world.

After lunch in Walsingham, we briefly visit Castle 
Rising, one of the most impressive fortresses in 
East Anglia and a symbol of noble power and 
authority here since the 12th century.

We conclude our day with a visit to King’s Lynn, 
England’s premier seaport in the days of Julian 
of Norwich.   Here was the home of Margery 
Kempe, surely one of the most positive-minded 
women of her age.  A contemporary of Julian’s, 
Margery married a merchant of King’s Lynn and 
bore him fourteen children in fifteen years.  Then 
after taking a vow of chastity, Margery began a 
life of pilgrimage, eventually travelling as far as 
Jerusalem in 1415.  She dictated an account of her 
travels (“The Book of Margery Kempe”) which is 
the first autobiography of a woman in England.
We return to our hotel in Norwich for the 

evening.  Dinner at one of England’s oldest pubs 
and Overnight at The Premier Inn.

Sunday, January 12    
QUIET DAy IN NORWICH
Following breakfast at our hotel, we will attend 
Eucharist in Norwich Cathedral.  After time 
out for lunch and a stroll in the city, we will 
gather for some guided reflection on the English 
Mystical Tradition and its meaning for us today.
After our busy travels, this Sabbath-time will 
afford us a chance to breathe, and to reflect.  We 
will have dinner independently in Norwich this 
evening. Overnight at The Premier Inn.

Monday, January 13    
MEDIEVAL AND REFORMATION 
CAMBRIDGE
After breakfast in the hotel we will travel by 
coach to Cambridge, the university town where 
the age of St. Julian changed into the age of the 
English Reformation.   We visit King’s College 
Chapel, the great jewel of late medieval English 
church architecture.  Then we walk through the 
university town, and visit some of the chief sites 
of the early English Reformation...the parish 
church of St. Mary the Great and the tiny church 
of St. Edward King and Martyr (the cradle of the 
Reformation in England).  We return to King’s 

College Chapel for Evensong and to our hotel for 
dinner and overnight.  Dinner and Overnight at 
The Gonville Hotel.
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Tuesday, January 14    
THE REFORMATION AND BEyOND
Following breakfast we will visit Queen’s 
College, Cambridge where the great Dutch 
scholar Erasmus lived for several years in the 
early 16th century.  Erasmus’s influence on the 

recovery 
of Biblical 
Greek in 
Cambridge 
laid the 
groundwork 
for Thomas 
Cranmer’s 
academic 
reforms 
in the 

university (before he became Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1533).

After lunch we go by coach to the nearby town 
of Ely.  Visiting the Cathedral there, we enjoy one 
of the gems of English cathedral architecture in 
the setting of an exquisite medieval town.  We 
also see - in the Cathedral’s Lady Chapel - the 
destructive side of the English Reformation, 

where Oliver 
Cromwell’s troops 
decapitated the statues 
of saints there in the 
1640s.  At this point 
the medieval world of 
Julian of Norwich is 
passing swiftly, soon 
to give place to the age 
of Sir Isaac Newton, 
Cambridge’s eccentric 
genius and the father 
of the Scientific 

Revolution in England.  But that’s another story... 

We return to our hotel in Cambridge for dinner 
and overnight.  Dinner and Overnight at The 
Gonville Hotel.

Wednesday, January 15    
FLyING HOME...
Breakfast at our hotel and an early departure 
by coach for Heathrow Airport. All flights must 
depart Heathrow at 12:00PM or later. 

The Rev. Dr. Leslie P. Fairfield
Professor Les Fairfield was educated at Princeton 
and Harvard, and for thirty years (1976-2006) 

was professor of Church 
History at Trinity. He 
is the author of John 
Bale: Mythmaker for the 
English Reformation. 
He taught courses at 

Trinity ranging from Patristics to Postmodernism. 
Les retired from full-time teaching in 2006. He 
continues to lead study tours and to teach part-
time at Trinity.

The Rev. Canon Susan Skillen                      
Susan Skillen is an Anglican priest and Canon 
(assistant to the bishop) for Spiritual Formation 
for the Anglican Diocese in New England. She 
received her M.Div. from Gordon-Conwell 
Seminary, did further training at Ridley Hall, 
Cambridge, UK, and trained as a spiritual 

director at the Shalem 
Institute in Maryland. 
She lived for seven years 
in Orvieto, Italy and was 
founding priest-in-charge 
of the Church of the 
Resurrection, the Anglican-
Episcopal Church in Orvieto 
and the only English-

speaking church in the city. She has led many 
spiritual retreats. 
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AIR TRANSPORTATION
The price of the tour is land only. Connoisseurs 
Tours Travelers come from many different parts of the 
country. Therefore we have found that most travelers 
prefer to have flexibility in their air transportation. We 
will provide a suggested air schedule that includes 
the group’s international flights coordinated with 
flights from your home city to suit your particular 
preference. After you have placed a deposit on this 
tour we will contact you regarding your air schedule.

PRICE OF TOUR
$2795.00 PER PERSON, double occupancy.
Single accommodations are available at a cost of  
$695.00 per single supplement.

RESERVATIONS AND PAyMENT
DEPOSITS SHOULD BE SENT TO CONNOISSEURS 
TOURS IN THE AMOUNT OF $300.00 PER 
PASSENGER TO RESERVE A PLACE ON THE TOUR
The balance of the payment is due October 4, 2013. 
Checks should be made to CONNOISSEURS TOURS. 
Payment can be made via personal checks or any 
major credit card.

CANCELLATIONS
A $200.00 per person cancellation fee is charged for 
any cancellations after the deposit has been paid. 
All deposits are non-refundable 180 days prior to 
departure, 91 days to 60 days up to the departure date 
50% of the of tour price is non-refundable, 59 days 
up to the date of departure and later 100% of the tour 
price is non-refundable. Connoisseurs Tours prepays 
all hotels, cruise lines, transportation, meals, guides, 
etc. in advance. Connoisseurs Tours strongly advises 
passengers to purchase Trip Cancellation interruption 
insurance, which is available through Connoisseurs Tours.

RESPONSIBILITy
Responsibility of the operators, CONNOISSEURS 
TOURS is limited. They act only as agents for the 
passengers in regard to travel whether by railroad, 
motor coach, private car, boat, aircraft or any other 
conveyances, and assume no obligation for injury, 
damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity which 
may be occasioned either by reason of defect in any 
vehicle or through the acts of default of any company 
or person engaged in conveying the passengers 
or in carrying out the arrangements of the tour. 
Connoisseurs Tours can accept no responsibility for 

loss or additional expenses due to delay or changes 
in schedule or other causes. The right is reserved to 
decline to accept or retain any person as a member 
of any tour or to change or withdraw the tour as 
circumstances demand. All rates are based on tariffs 
in effect at the time the tour was planned and are 
subject to change in the event of adjustment therein. 
Baggage is carried at the owner’s risk and baggage 
insurance is recommended. Final payment by the 
passenger to Connoisseurs Tours shall be deemed 
to be consent to the above. All carriers, steamship 
lines, and other transportation companies whose 
services are featured in these tours, are not to be held 
responsible for any act, omission or event during the 
time passengers are not on board their conveyances. 
The passage contract in use by the companies when 
issued shall constitute the sole contract between the 
companies and the purchaser of these tours and/or 
passage.  CONNOISSEURS TOURS reserves the right 
to substitute hotels of equal or superior quality.

INSURANCE
Insurance is strongly recommended. Cancel for an 
approved medical reason for you, your traveling 
companion or immediate family member and receive 
a full refund. Insurance includes medical coverage 
while traveling, trip interruption, trip delay and 
emergency evacuation: $249.00 per person 

Additional insurance to include the airfare is available 
through Connoisseurs Tours and must be added 
within 14 days of purchasing your airline tickets.

 
VALIDITy
March 2013 through July 2014.

T O U R  C O N D I T I O N S
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Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: _______ Zip: ___________

Email: ________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________

Rooming with: _________________________________________      

Please reserve _____ place(s) for this tour.

A deposit in the amount of $300.00 per person 
(plus optional insurance) is required for a reservation.

OPTIONAL INSURANCE:
q Policy  – $249.00 per person  

Cancel for an approved medical reason and receive a 
100% refund. 

q  I wish to purchase additional insurance that includes airfare 
coverage. Please contact me.

q  I wish to purchase single accommodations
q  Please contact me about airline reservations

Enclosed is a deposit of ______________ for _______ people.

___Check    (Checks should be made payable to Connoisseurs Tours)

Credit Card:  ___Visa  ___Mastercard   ___Amex   ___Discover

Card #: ________________________________________________________

Exp Date: _________ / __________           Security Code: ______________

Signature: _____________________________________________________

       Date: ________ / _________ / 2013 

      

q   I have read and understand the Terms and Conditions of this tour

Please mail your reservation form and deposit to:
CONNOISSEURS TOURS

One Tiffany Place
Savannah, GA.  31406 

(912) 351-9525  •  1-800-856-1045
www.ConnoisseursTours.com

RESERVATION FORM
Trinity School for Ministry

Medieval Mystics; Julian of Norwich and Her World
January 4 through 15, 2014


