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Guidelines for Independent Studies in the D Min Program  
The program allows up to two independent studies. The following guidelines on independent study will 
assist your planning. You may wish to note the course planning grid (available separately). Ideally, all of 
your courses, including any independent study, will help you focus in the direction to which you are 
heading for your thesis project. In your application to do an Independent study, you should consider the 
following:  
 
The Reading – Prepare a reading list of 1500 pages. This reading should not be merely popular level 
writing aimed at the average layman, but should reflect a doctoral level quality of theological reflection. 
So for example, if you wanted to study the Alpha program and its effect on urban evangelism, this would 
be a valid subject. But in addition to reading the Nicky Gumbel books and material for the program, you 
would be expected to read works such as Ray Bakke's The Urban Christian and A Theology as Big as The 
City, and Faith in the City: a Call for Action by Church and Nation, The Report of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's Commission on Urban Priority Areas', Bishop David Sheppard’s Built as a City, Michael  
Green’s work on Evangelism in the Early Church, David Watson’s I Believe in the Church and perhaps 
some studies in the effectiveness of efforts in Urban Evangelism or some theological works of greater 
substance addressing evangelism.  
 
The Supervisor – You need a reader who can give you feedback, encouragement and some guidance. 
The residential faculty is happy to help you when it comes within their area of expertise, but otherwise 
you need to suggest or nominate a name to us. We will get in touch with them administratively once we 
approve of your suggestion, and we remunerate them with half of your tuition fee. We reserve the right 
to accept or deny your suggestion.  
 
The Dates – Tell us when you wish to start the Independent study and when you intend to finish. This 
should be a six-month period. The independent study forms, administrative details, and costs of 
registration are all available in the documents section of the DMin folder of the website 
<www.tsm.edu>.  
 
The Topic – What is appropriate for an Independent study? It should be helpful to you in your ministry 
and your skill development. It does not have to be directly related to your thesis-project, although this is 
always advisable. Sometimes a subject may be very helpful to you in an indirect way. You may wish to 
do a study in elementary Hebrew, for example, and this may not directly relate to your topic of parish 
evangelism. Yet you could argue that a weak spot in your evangelistic skills is your grasp of the Old 
Testament and this would help you address that. Make sure that you answer the question: “Why am I 
doing this study?”  
 
The Dean of the Doctor of Ministry is available for any questions and concerns you may have at 
lthompson@tsm.edu or phone at 1-800-874-8754 x202. 
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