
ST550 — The Lutheran Confessions (intensive/online)
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Department: Systematic Theology

Credit hours: 3
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Description
A close study of the confessional writings of the Lutheran Church as gathered in the 
Book of Concord. The course will focus on the role of the Confessions as public doctrine 
of the Lutheran Church. The major theological topics in the Confessions will be studied 
in relation to the wider Christian tradition with an eye to their ecumenical and pastoral 
implications. Classic and contemporary Lutheran theologians will be consulted for 
insight into what means to be a “confessional Lutheran” in particular places and times.

Objectives
1. Understand the origins and motivations of the Lutheran confessional texts 

(Confessions) in their historical contexts.
2. Become familiar with the theological-doctrinal contents of the Confessions in 

relation to the Christian dogmatic tradition.
3. Recognize and evaluate the strategies of Biblical interpretation exemplified in the 

Confessions.
4. Assess the role(s) of the Confessions in the worship, teaching, and mission of 

contemporary Lutheran churches.

These objectives are meant to be included within the broad Ministry Learning 
Objectives of Trinity School for Ministry:

1. Students will recognize and identify the biblical theology evident in the course work.
2. Students will be able to articulate an Anglican understanding of biblical, historical, 

systematic, and pastoral theology. Students of other traditions, especially those in 
the Lutheran and Presbyterian programs, should be able to articulate the 
theological perspective of their own tradition.
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3. Students will be able to communicate effectively the Christian message to a diversity
of people in order to advance the mission of God.

4. Students will be prepared to effectively lead in a variety of Christian communities.
 

Texts
1. Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert (eds.). The Book of Concord: The Confessions of

the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Fortress, 2000. ISBN 9780800627409.
2. Charles P. Arand, Robert Kolb, and James A. Nestingen. The Lutheran Confessions: 

History and Theology of the Book of Concord. Fortress, 2012. ISBN 9780800627416.
3. Robert Kolb and James A. Nestingen (eds.). Sources and Contexts of the Book of 

Concord. Fortress, 2001. ISBN: 9780800632908.
4. Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification, 20th Anniversary Edition. 

Lutheran World Federation, 2019. ISBN 97829406420308.

In this syllabus, the Book of Concord is abbreviated BC; the Joint Declaration on the 
Doctrine of Justification is abbreviated JD. The documents comprising the Book of 
Concord are signified with the following abbreviations: AC (Augsburg Confession; 
outside this syllabus, an abbreviation commonly used is CA, for Confessio Augustana); 
AA (Apology of the Augsburg Confession); SA (Smalcald Articles); TP (Treatise on the 
Power and Primacy of the Pope); SC (Small Catechism); LC (Large Catechism); FC 
(Formula of Concord). 

Subdivisions of these documents are indicated in various ways. It will be as well for you 
to learn these standard practices of referencing; the point is to enable others to find 
specific quotations and citations easily, and there are different editions in use with 
different paginations (or no pagination at all, as online).

In the interests of clarity, the volume authored by Arand, Kolb, and Nestingen, The 
Lutheran Confessions: History and Theology of the Book of Concord, will be referred to 
as History and Theology, and the volume edited by Kolb and Nestingen, Sources and 
Contexts of the Book of Concord, will be referred to as Sources and Contexts.

Structure
Due each day:
1. Complete the assigned reading. Most days, this includes a primary text — BC and, 

on the last day, JD — and one or more secondary texts — usually History and 
Theology or Sources and Contexts, or, in a few cases, something not found in the 
required books, but which will be made available.
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2. Write and submit an interaction with the reading (starting the second day and 
excluding the last day). This will consist of: (a) a quotation (on the order of 25–100 
words) from the primary reading, that is, from the Book of Concord, accompanied by 
(b) a brief commentary (up to 300 words) on the quotation, expressing agreement, 
criticism, elaboration, or questioning in any combination, explaining your reasoning, 
giving evidence for your claims, and showing familiarity with the secondary reading. 
These interactions will not be graded individually, but they must all be completed for
full credit.

3. Listen to the day’s lecture. The lectures will be made available via Google Classroom.
4. Participate in the day’s discussion, via video; the time for this will be arranged by 

email.

Due July 15: A paper making a theological argument about the relationship of the 
Lutheran Confessions to the Christian gospel. This exercise is intended to give you the 
opportunity to synthesize and encapsulate the concerns of the course in your own (well-
written and well-reasoned) way. A more detailed guide to this assignment will be made 
available as a separate document. The length of this paper should be 3000–4500 words 
(10–15 pages), not including bibliography.

Papers must conform to SBL specifications as found in the SBL Handbook of Style, 2nd 
ed. (SBL Press, 2014).

Evaluation
Assignments will be given the following weights for the final grade:

Interaction with reading 25%
Participation in class discussion 25%
Final paper 50%

Trinity’s grading scale is as follows:

A 95 and above
A– 90–94
B+ 87–89
B 84–86
B– 80–83
C+ 77–79
C 74–76
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C– 70–73
D Below 70
F Below 60

A Work demonstrates exceptional coverage of the material, treating it in 
breadth and depth beyond what is necessary for even a good understanding, 
in a way that is often marked by unusual creativity, exceptional insight, or 
extensive research.

B Work demonstrates sufficiently broad (i.e. comprehensive) and deep (i.e. 
supported) coverage of the material, displaying accuracy of information and a 
clear and coherent structure, in a way that is competent without being 
exceptional.

C Work demonstrates reasonable coverage of the material, but lacks clarity and 
coherence, breadth and depth, or imaginative and interesting analysis.

D Work is notably defective according to the criteria outlined above.

F Work completely fails according to the criteria outlined above.

Design
Day Topic Primary text Secondary texts

1 Confession and church BC: introduction, 
preface

History and Theology, 
introduction

2 Creeds and catechisms Creeds, SC, LC History and Theology, 
chs. 1–3

3 The Augsburg Confession (1) AC + AA, arts. 1–4 History and Theology, 
ch. 4

4 The Augsburg Confession (2) AC + AA, arts. 5–21 History and Theology, 
ch. 5

5 The Augsburg Confession (3) AC + AA, arts. 22–28 Confutation of the 
Augsburg Confession
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6 Testaments and polemics SA, TP History and Theology, 
ch. 6; Luther, 
Confession Concerning
Christ’s Supper, pt. 3

7 The Formula of Concord (1) FC, arts. 1–3 History and Theology, 
chs. 7–9

8 The Formula of Concord (2) FC, arts. 4–7 History and Theology, 
chs. 10–12

9 The Formula of Concord (3) FC, arts. 8–12 History and Theology, 
chs. 13–15

10 Confession and unity JD McGrath, 
Christianity’s 
Dangerous Idea, chs. 
3–5

Policies
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a violation of an author’s or artist’s intellectual property 
rights, and a serious offense. See the Academic Catalog and Student Handbook for a full
explanation of Trinity’s plagiarism guidelines; note, as stated there, that every student 
is expected to be fully aware of these guidelines. A student caught plagiarizing will 
automatically receive a failing grade on the assignment in question, and risks failing the
course. If you are not certain if a practice in your work amounts to plagiarism, contact 
me or Leslie Thyberg, Trinity’s Learning Skills Coordinator.

Late work: Work submitted late for any reason other than documented medical 
emergency will be accepted up to three days after the due date, with a reduction of one 
grade level. Work submitted more than three days late will not be counted for credit.

Missed class: Although an online course does not usually involve the same time 
constraints as residential learning — in terms of specific times to gather in one place — 
it is still designed with a certain progression and time span in mind. Absence from an 
online course means missing of scheduled deadlines and lack of interaction with 
learning materials. Students in an online course are expected to make up missed work, 
and to let the professor know ahead of time, when possible, about difficulties with 
making deadlines.
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Incompletes: Incompletes are granted in only the most serious of cases; they are not 
given as a way to extend the semester for work habitually not done on time. To request 
an incomplete, a student must obtain the necessary form online, fill out the relevant 
sections, and give it to the professor, who will establish new due dates for specific 
assignments. All new due dates must be within six weeks of the last day of the semester.
The form must be submitted to the Academic Dean for final approval. It is strongly 
recommended that appeals for incompletes be submitted well before the deadline listed 
in the Academic Calendar; there is no guarantee that the professor, Academic Dean, or 
Registrar will be available on the day of the deadline.

Review of student work: Samples of student work may be used as part of an ongoing 
assessment of courses and degree programs by Trinity School for Ministry/North 
American Lutheran Seminary and the Association of Theological Schools. Student 
names will be removed from any work used for this purpose.

Learning materials: All learning materials (handouts, study guides, etc.) are the 
property of the instructor. All materials produced in the Trinity Media Center (video 
and audio lectures) are the property of Trinity School for Ministry. Contact the 
appropriate owner regarding guidelines for reproduction, as well as usage outside 
Trinity School for Ministry.
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