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Celebrating the consecration of Church of Christ our Peace (CCOP) in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, in 
conjunction with the 25th Anniversary Celebration of the Deanery of Cambodia. This building also 
houses the National Office of the Deanery. In this issue, we share good news about the growth of the 
six deaneries in Southeast Asia. See the full article on page 9, written by the Rev. Canon Yee Ching 
Wah, who is a good friend of Trinity School for Ministry, and supporter of our mission.

Registration for 2021 January InterTerm ends soon! See pages 16-18 for details.
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VISION STATEMENT
Trinity School for Ministry is an evangelical seminary in the 
Anglican tradition. In this fractured world, we desire to be a 
global center for Christian formation, producing outstanding 
leaders who can plant, renew, and grow churches that make 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

To this end we are forming Christian leaders for mission.
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“... justification by faith is the key that unlocks 
not only theology but spirituality as well .... 
Real holiness grows out of an awareness of 
how wonderful it is to be forgiven.” 

PETER C. MOORE (A CHURCH TO BELIEVE IN 1994, 79)

Dear Friends,

The moment was unforgettable for me. The year was 
1971, and I was a confused college freshman who, 
in my newfound faith in Jesus Christ, needed strong 
discipleship. Friends had encouraged me to attend a 
FOCUS (Fellowship of Christians in Universities and 
Schools) conference in the snowy woods of Grantham, 
New Hampshire, and when I walked into that little 
lodge, Peter Moore was one of the first to welcome 
me. He sat down with me and asked me some direct 
questions. He looked at me with compassion and 
intensity. I was both unnerved and comforted at 
the same time. He immediately took me seriously 
and wanted me to go to the next level in my life as 
a new Christian. Prior to those conversations, I had 
received little guidance and therefore had no ability 
to understand my potential. Yet, even in that first 
conversation with Peter, he was persuading me that I 
was a gifted leader. Peter reminded me that God had 
blessed me with both privilege and responsibility. 

Those conversations never stopped in 49 years of 
friendship. Peter was always gentle with my ego, but 
he did not hesitate to critique my work and suggest 
ways I could do it better. When I was a rector in 
Trumbull, Connecticut, he returned to me a red-lined 
copy of my annual report to the congregation with 
exhaustive comments and feedback. As recently as two 
years ago, I asked him for feedback on one of these 
letters for Seed & Harvest, and he gave me rigorous 
constructive criticism. He was always mentoring. 

Peter also loved to envision and plant new works 
and ministries. He was the founder and vision caster 

for an evangelistic and apologetic ministry to young 
adults in schools and universities: FOCUS. He was the 
first chairman of the Board (and then later, dean and 
president) of an evangelical Anglican seminary: Trinity 
School for Ministry. He was the founder and vision 
caster of a leadership training program: The Anglican 
Leadership Institute. He was also the rector of Little 
Trinity Anglican Church in Toronto, which gave him 
the freedom to preach, write, and start ministries in a 
way that was not typical of most pastorates. 

For this reason, I think it is appropriate to honor 
Peter’s love for new ministries while focusing on the 
theme of planting in this issue of Seed & Harvest. We 
are praying for students at Trinity School for Ministry 
who have Peter’s passion for starting something new, 
for inviting others to share in that adventure, and for 
encouraging all to see their potential in Christ. This is 
especially important amidst the adjustments we are all 
facing in the intensity of COVID-19, as well as in the 
aftermath of the deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, George 
Floyd, and others. In the shadow of these atrocities, we 
seek creative and bold ways to walk in the faithfulness 
and trust of the Lord. We seek, as Peter sought, to catch 
sight of God’s redemptive vision, and join alongside 
him as coworkers with Christ.

Peter died on May 30th, surrounded by his family. I 
will certainly miss him.

In Christ,

From the Dean and President

The Very Rev. Dr. Henry L. Thompson III 
Dean and President
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We are hope-based creatures, hardwired to 
anticipate things that we desire. People hope for 

all sorts of things, ranging from the mundane (I hope the 
Philadelphia Eagles win the Super Bowl next year) to the 
noble (I hope scientists develop an effective vaccine for 
the COVID-19 virus soon). The good gifts that the Lord 
has given us were never meant to be the focus of our 
hope, and in this season of global pandemic, social unrest, 
economic uncertainties, and worldwide disruptions, many 
people feel defeated and drained, as the ordinary rhythm 
and flow of life has been turned upside down. Many 
people have found their hopes dashed as the fleeting 
things of this world prove to be a poor substitute for hope. 
Many find themselves isolated, struggling with depression, 
anxiety, and hopelessness.

In 1 Corinthians 13:13, the apostle Paul identifies hope, 
along with faith and love, as abiding graces (in comparison 
to the transient gifts so prized by the Corinthian church 
in chapter 14). Yet, too often hope seems to be the least 
appreciated in this triad of theological virtues. This ought 
not to be. Will our Christian hope disappoint us in this 
current darkness of confusion? The answer, of course, is 
a resounding “No” because the Christian’s hope is not 
fixed on anything this passing world has to offer. Our 

hope is not merely wishful thinking or weighing the odds, 
wondering if something may or may not happen. Because 
the triune God is both the source and goal of our hope, 
Christian hope is a sure thing that never disappoints 
(Rom 5:3-5), secured in the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ (1 Pet 1:3-5). Consequently, we are able 
to remain steadfast in turbulent times, knowing that our 
future is not tethered to this fallen world of sinking sand. 

Trinity School for Ministry is a small seminary 
numerically, but abounding in hope we seek to do the 
kingdom work to which the Lord has called us. This 
work includes forming outstanding leaders who can 
plant, renew, and grow churches that make disciples 
of Jesus Christ—outstanding leaders who will, in these 
unprecedented times in which we find ourselves, seize 
the opportunities to share the gospel of unparalleled 
hope in ways that speak to the despair and confusion 
overwhelming many in our sin-shattered world. Please 
pray with us as we seek to find creatively faithful ways to 
adapt to the COVID-19 pandemic and respond with gospel 
clarity to the needs arising at this time. It is our desire that 
the God of hope would fill all of us with joy and peace as 
we trust in him, so that we may overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit (Rom 15:13).

Hope: An Abiding Grace

by Dr. Erika Moore
Academic Dean
Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew
STM Program Director

Dean's Corner
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I attended Trinity because of the institution’s strong 
devotion to the word of God. I clearly remember my 

first visit to the school, seeing Psalm 119 engraved in 
stone above the door, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my 
feet,” and thinking, “This is where I need to be.” Trinity’s 
commitment to the word is not, however, meant to simply 
be an intellectual endeavor; the name of the place is 
Trinity School for Ministry. The purpose of Trinity is to 
equip leaders who will put the word into action through 
the service of Christ in the world.

Upon graduating from Trinity, my life has been dedicated 
to the work of church planting. I have planted two 
churches as the lead planter, helped to catalyze many 
more, and have been a friend/coach/overseer for dozens of 
church planters. I now serve the archbishop of the ACNA 
as his canon for church planting, leading Always Forward, 
our church planting initiative. I am passionate about this 
work precisely because of my desire to be faithful to the 
word of God as a doer, not just as a hearer; a foundation 
nurtured and strengthened by my time at Trinity 
whose vision statement, by the way, reads “producing 
outstanding leaders who can plant, renew, and grow 
churches that make disciples of Jesus Christ.”

Planting churches is a biblical mandate for us as the 
people of God. In other words, church planting should 
be the norm rather than the exception in our work as the 
church. We read about Jesus giving the Great Commission 
to go and make disciples. So how did the original hearers 

go about fulfilling this command? They planted churches. 
The book of Acts shows that the work of the apostles and 
other disciples was to preach the gospel and begin a new 
faith community from the number who responded. After 
Acts, the majority of the New Testament contains letters 
written to church plants, or to the planters leading them. 
Even Revelation begins with letters to seven churches, all 
of which were plants decades before. The work of church 
planting is ubiquitous in the New Testament. And so it 
should be for us in the contemporary church.  

Church planting is not a ministry for the select few, but 
instead should be a primary aspect of every Christian, 
congregation, diocese, and Anglican province. Planting 
brings new life, makes new disciples, and adds daily to 
the number of those being saved. It is our most effective 
method of reaching younger people, new people groups, 
and revitalizing existing structures. If we are passionate 
about the faithfulness and future of Christ’s church, we 
must engage in the work of church planting.

May we be ardent and intentional supporters of this great 
endeavor and those who serve in it, and may Trinity 
prepare many new leaders to fulfill the commands of Jesus 
through the work of starting new churches.  

If I can help you or your church initiate the planting 
of a new church, please reach out to me at 
dan.alger@anglicanchurch.net. I would love to walk 
with you.

Planting Churches: 
Being Doers of the Word

by the Rev. Canon Dr. Dan Alger, Canon for Church Planting, Anglican Church in North America (ACNA)
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Planting Hope 
Through Prayer:

STORIES OF PRAYER FROM THE TRINITY COMMUNITY
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I came to Trinity already involved in full-time ministry. 
My spiritual director had suggested that I had been 

breathing the same spiritual air for 30 years and that 
perhaps it was time to breathe something different. I was 
recovering from cancer surgery and his comment was 
prompted by my wrestling with my desire to preach and 
teach.

I did not graduate from high school, I had no 
undergraduate degree, and I had spent 30 years traveling 
the world presenting the gospel through drama. I had 
no training in writing papers or engaging in discussion 
at a master’s level. I was in my mid-fifties, with two 
children still in school. I thought ordination was out of 
the question.

I enrolled at Trinity in the Diploma of Christian 
Education program. One semester, I enrolled in Mary 
Maggard Hays’ “Discerning a Call to Ministry” course. 

One day, Mary asked if anyone had any comments or 
reflections on the course. I replied that I appreciated 
everyone’s response to my work and participation. As 
Mary questioned me more, I explained my educational 
background and said something like, “I didn’t think I was 
smart enough to do this kind of course work.”

The discussion that followed was animated, to say the 
least. Mary and the class members challenged me and 
upbraided me about my attitude. They let me know they 
had little doubt about my capacities. The upshot of the 
discussion was that they challenged me to look seriously 
at becoming ordained.

Once more I explained my background, and their 
response was to spend the remaining days of the class 
challenging me and praying with me that the Lord would 
open doors.

To make a long story short, Trinity accepted me into the 
MDiv Program as a mature-age student, recognizing my 
30 years in ministry as an equivalent to undergraduate 
work. The organization I was with also allowed me to 
retire in good standing. So, I came to Trinity full-time, 
commuting from Toledo where my family lived and my 
children went to school. And I am now the Rector of 
Christ Episcopal Church in Huron, OH. Praise God!

- The Rev. Mike Floyd (MDiv 2014)     
  christchurchreverend@buckeye-express.com

Thirty years ago this year, a virus struck my wife’s 
pericardium—the membrane that encases the heart. 

Its severity should have killed her. 

It was the opening day of winter term. That morning, I 
found my wife, Penny, downstairs in an easy chair, blue, 
breathing very shallow, and cold to the touch. Later, in 
the hospital, as I was standing next to her, she looked 
at me and said, “Honey, I’m sorry. I’m too tired and just 
can’t breathe anymore.” With that, she looked at me and 
stopped. I got the doctor who went to start emergency 
procedures. I was told to call next of kin. First, I called 
Trinity and said to the receptionist, “Shirley, I need help. 
I’m losing Penny.” Shortly after my call, several faculty 
and staff arrived. 

Meanwhile, the whole of Trinity had gone to prayer. 
The school suspended classes that day, gathered in the 
chapel, and prayed for Penny. In retrospect, that was 
when she stopped her slide, right at a precipice. Still, 
for the next 8 hours, the doctors could not diagnose the 
source of distress.  

The students, staff, and faculty started daily shifts in the 
ICU for prayer and support for all of us. Doctors thought 
that survival was very much in doubt, and severe 
complications were considered certain. At 6:00 PM on 
that first day, they identified and drained the fluid from 
around her heart, but several other threatening crises 
arose as a result of her muscles and every major organ 
being deprived of oxygen. The fervent prayers continued. 

Finally, she really turned a corner, and was able to come 
home on St. Valentine's Day, fourteen days after being 
admitted. It was a Wednesday, the day of the school’s 
Eucharist. Penny’s sister from Alaska had come to help 
out, and I hurried to campus to announce that Penny had 
come home. A cheer went up. 

A year later, she was recalled to active duty and sent to 
Saudi Arabia for 7 months during Desert Storm. I was 
retired Navy while at Trinity, and Penny is now retired 
from the Navy Reserve. We now live in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

- The Rev. Dr. Mike Morrissey (MDiv 1993, DMin 2009)     
skypilot1992@gmail.com

“...whatever you ask of the Father in my Name, He 
will give it to you” (John 16:23).
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It is clear that Jesus tells us that we are to pray and that 
the Father will hear us. We are to ask in Jesus’ name, 

that is, in our union with him and in accord with his 
teaching and will. We are to ask without ceasing.
 
Of course, God reserves the right to give us what he 
regards as good for us and not what we might think 
what we need. Nonetheless we are to ask as best we 
understand what we need. Petition is an important part 
of prayer.
 
In March of 1985, Trinity’s staff and students were at 
Sisters of St. Joseph’s Chapel, close to Trinity’s campus, 
giving thanks to God for our recently acquired ATS 
accreditation. We could now grant degrees, including 
retroactively. As we were praising and thanking God, I 
received a phone call with the news that the warehouse 
building, only six inches from Trinity, was on fire. It 
was filled with cardboard products that were highly 
inflammable. A fire there was sure to cause a fire in 
our main building, which housed our offices and the 

library where we kept the records crucial 
to maintaining our accreditation status. We 
hurried back to campus to safeguard the 
records, but we knew that the only thing we 
could really do was pray.
 
We arrived to see the fire, the billowing smoke, 
and some fifteen fire engines trying to douse 
and limit the fire. They were also spraying the 
roof of our building with water to keep the 
fire from spreading to it. We dashed in and 
gathered all of the key documents from the 
offices. But we also began to pray. I remember 
praying, “Lord, if we have to we can start 
again—all we need are our Bibles, bread and 
wine, and your invitation to seek your help by 
prayer—but we would rather not have to start 
again. Please help us.”
 
It was then that we noted that a wind had 
risen and was blowing the flames away from 
our building. As we stood there praying, it 
seemed that the wind not only continued to 
blow in the right direction, but even grew 
stronger. After some time, the fire was under 
control and we had only minor damage to one 
corner of the building. The library and offices 
were spared.
 
That, however, is not all to the story. Not all 
of the warehouse had burned down. A corner 
of it, next to our library, still stood. One 
week later, fire broke out in that section and 
endangered our library a second time. Once 

again, we found ourselves looking on in prayer. As we 
prayed, a strong wind began to rise and blow once again 
in the right direction. And once again, the library was 
saved. Praise the Lord!
 
We thanked the Lord once again for his mercy. Great 
things he hath done for us, and in such dramatic fashion 
that even we sinners, saved by his grace, could not miss 
it.
 
This kindness of the Lord to us reminds me of a saying of 
Bishop Stanway, our founding dean and president, and 
a great man of prayer. He taught us: “Ask God for the 
desires of your heart. And, he will either give you those 
desires or he will change your desires.” How true and 
wonderful that is. We learned never to underestimate the 
importance of prayer in all of its facets, and not least of 
which is petition.
 
- The Rt. Rev. Dr. John H. Rodgers Jr., ThD
Former Dean and President of Trinity
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The Context
Southeast Asia (SEA) is located in a unique part of the 
world, between the two great civilizations of China and 
India. SEA is also home to more than 600 million people 
in ten countries. Despite being close neighbors, these 
ten countries have their unique languages, cultures, and 

history. This diversity can be attributed to its location at 
the crossroad of civilizations, and pollination through 
trade and political influences from the east and the west.   

The natives of Southeast Asia were mostly animists who 
worshiped their ancestors, or nature, and spirits. By the 
first century AD, Hinduism had become the dominant 
influence in the region and Sanskrit became the language 
of the elites. Today, the Malay, Khmer, and Thai languages 
still contain many common words that trace their roots to 
the Sanskrit language. 

Theravada Buddhism arrived in the third century AD 
through maritime trade and established itself in the lower 
Indochina region by the fifth century AD. Buddhism did 
not displace Hinduism, but layered over it, and evolved 
over the years into a fusion of religious practices with 
elements of animism and Hinduism. Trade also brought 
Islam to the region, first through the Umayyads caliphate. 
This religion gained traction with the conversion of the 
Kedah Sultanate in the twelfth century, and subsequently 
the Malacca Sultanate. The spread continued to Indonesia 
through expanding trade volume.  

Anglican Mission in Southeast Asia
by the Rev. Canon Yee Ching Wah, Director of Missions for the Diocese of Singapore, and Dean of Thailand.

The six deaneries of the Diocese of Singapore

Consecration of a new sanctuary for worship in Vietnam

INDONESIA

SINGAPORE
CAMBODIA

THAILAND

LAOS VIETNAM

NEPAL
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The Chinese influence came via the 1,000-year 
colonization of Vietnam, mainly in the period of 111 BC to 
939 AD, and through Admiral Zheng Ho’s trade expedition 
to Malacca and Indonesia in the fifteenth century. The 
Chinese brought with them Mahayana Buddhism and 
Taoism. The Europeans arrived later, and in succession: 
the Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, French, and British. By 
the nineteenth century, every country, except Thailand, 
was colonized by European powers. Job opportunities 
in the region attracted migrants from India and China 
who were seeking to escape poverty and hardship, and in 
search of new hope. Western missionaries followed these 
trade routes. Churches were planted, schools founded, and 
hospitals established.  

In the twentieth century, WWII brought the Japanese 
invasion and post-war Communist advance from the 
North which brought fierce conflict and suffering. Socialist 
ideology took root in some of these countries.

The Challenge
The 280 square mile island of Singapore is the little red 
dot on the map amidst this sea of diverse civilizations, 
cultures, and religions. In two centuries, she grew from 
a small settlement of 1,000 indigenous Malays and a few 
Chinese, into a cosmopolitan city-state of 5.7 million 
people. Singapore is a strategic location as a natural 
deep-harbor. Economic and social development has made 
Singapore one of the most sophisticated centers of finance 
and technology in the world. Singapore’s GDP per capita 
is ten times higher than Thailand’s, and 100 times higher 
than that of Nepal.

Our Mandate
Christian leaders embrace the call for Singapore to be the 
Antioch of Asia, said to be a prophetic vision uttered by 
Billy Graham during his visit to Singapore in 1978. The 
Diocese of Singapore, with 20,000 members across twenty-
seven parishes, shares this mandate with the rest of the 
local body of Christ.  

In 1993, Bishop Moses Tay led the diocese to continue 
the move beyond merely providing chaplaincy over the 
expatriate congregations in the region. He established 
six deaneries of Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Nepal, 
Thailand, and Vietnam under the episcopate of the bishop 
of Singapore. All of these deaneries have less than three 
percent of their population who are Protestants, except 
for Indonesia (the largest Muslim country in the world), 
which has almost thirteen percent. 

Our Faith and Discipleship
By the grace of God, the shared vision to establish 
dioceses in these deaneries, as a way of planting 
indigenous witnessing and worshipping communities, 
unites our vicars to come alongside the deans who lead 
and strategize the development. Our vicars tenaciously 
mobilize their parishes to own the mission church-wide. 

Nurturing a new church plant until it is self-financing, 
self-governing, and self-propagating takes at least fifteen 
years. Continuity of leadership is essential to keep a 
parish engaged until a church plant matures. Strong 
Christ-like leadership challenges the prevalent culture in 
societies that are accustomed to their feudalistic past. 

A place of refuge for children in a neighborhood in Laos A typical packed weekend service in Nepal
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In twenty-five years, our gospel endeavor has accelerated 
with the planting of 150 churches for 13,500 members, the 
sending forth of twenty missionaries from Singapore, and 
the employment of more than 200 indigenous pastoral 
staff. These utilize a total annual external support of about 
USD one million. Importantly, thirty-seven indigenous 
clergymen have been ordained, half of whom took the 
oath of holy orders within the last three years.

In countries where evangelism is restricted by law, 
we have sought to reassure the local authorities of 
our respect and sincerity with nimble approaches that 
seek the welfare of the city. Through creative means 
relevant to the context, ample opportunities emerge for 
personal interactions and sharing of lives. In some hostile 
environments, schools were founded to shine the light 
of Christ and lead the way to establish a worshipping 
community.   

More gospel-tolerant societies not only allow churches 
to exist legally but also grant visas for church ministers. 
Nonetheless, care must be taken to prevent the abuse of 
hospitality through careless disrespect. It is crucial for 
the servants of Christ to neither speak of Christ without 
comparison nor speak disparagingly of other beliefs. 
In whichever form employed, be it a student center 

near a university, a vocational training center for a 
less developed community, a children’s home for the 
neglected, or temporary shelter for those in distress, our 
underlying desire is to create opportunities to glorify 
Christ and to make disciples of the nations. 

The influence of COVID-19 is still unfolding. Positively 
speaking, the pandemic has accustomed people to 
having online access. This has opened up possibilities 
for the gospel to penetrate hostile grounds. Although 
online training, teaching, and meetings may not be able 
to replicate all of the advantages of onsite gatherings, 
they have facilitated a more regular exchange and 
collaboration between congregations across our deaneries.  
It is a challenging time, but also an exciting time to 
complete the task of bringing good news to the ends of 
the earth.

We are delighted to report on the activities of the six 
deaneries in Southeast Asia, as Trinity School for Ministry 
has been informally, but closely linked to the deaneries. 

The Provincial Canon for Southeast Asia, the Rev. Canon 
John Cruikshank, graduated from Trinity with a Master of 
Divinity degree in 2006. Canon John is rector of St. Mark's 
Church in Arlington, TX.

One of hundreds confirmed each year in Nepal
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Mirroring the culture, pragmatism has become the 
frequent mode of operation in the church today, 

especially when it comes to church planting. It is similar 
to the decade of the nineties when we were encouraged 
to plant churches in the newest and fastest growing 
neighborhoods, with the full financial support of a mother 
church or a denomination. With the best marketing and 
management methods our American ingenuity could 
muster, we fostered the megachurch movement and 
had fully sustainable churches in three to four years. 
This practical and human dynamic, albeit with great 
evangelistic and kingdom building zeal, brought about 
mostly human results with the unintended consequences 
of creating a consumeristic church culture.  

As the challenge of engaging the culture with the gospel 
has increased and financial support has decreased, 
starting new churches has become less practical. Since 
2014, according to LifeWay research, there are around 
4,000 churches planted every year in the U.S. while 3,700 
churches close. Ninety-three percent of churches today are 
not actively engaged in starting new churches and with 
only sixty-eight percent of new churches succeeding after 
five years, we are not keeping up with our population 
growth. Most experts confirm that planting new churches 
is the single most effective way to spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to our broken world, yet, I continue to hear 
how impractical that is. There is not enough money, 
we need to focus on discipleship, and there are just too 
many other priorities to maintain the church. Pragmatism 
reigns.

As pragmatism goes, Jeremiah was not a very practical 
prophet. While locked up in the king’s courtyard, falsely 
accused of treason, he bought a field three and a half miles 
north of the city in his hometown of Anathoth, right in 
the middle of the Babylonians’ camp. Only days away 
from the city being plundered and the last group of people 
being carried off in exile, he purchased a field he would 
probably never see. Why? For the most practical reasons: 
Jeremiah was convinced that he was investing in the 
future project of God. He was giving a visible foothold for 
God’s people to believe in and to act upon God‘s promises. 
God says, “Fields will again be bought and sold in this 
land ravaged by the Babylonians” (Jeremiah 32:43 NLT). 
Jeremiah was turning his beliefs into actions, a deliberate 
act of faith.

In Revelation 5:9-10 (NLT), the Apostle John wrote, 
“Your blood has ransomed people from every tribe and 
language, people and nation. And you have caused them 
to become God’s kingdom and his priests. And they will 
reign on the earth.” This is a future project of God worth 
investing in: working to make the word of God visible 
through the kingdom advancing and disciple making of 
church planting. It is acting on the conviction that God 
will complete his promised work even when it seems 
impractical. Too often when Christian Scripture and 
common sense don’t line up, we prefer common sense. 
The problem is that everyone has their own opinion 
about what makes sense. Virginia Owens’ book Eating 
Words states, “I’m afraid that for us the notion of ... doing 
anything to the glory of God has been swallowed up by 
the pragmatic concept.” 

Church Planting in Anathoth
 by the Rev. Dr. Rodger Woodworth, Adjunct Mission Professor 
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Peyton Jones, a trainer for the North American Mission 
Board and the founder of the New Breed Church Planting 
Network, encourages church planters to “reach those 
nobody is reaching, by going where nobody is going 
and doing what nobody is doing.” This sounds a lot like 
Jeremiah’s Anathoth and is somewhat impractical. Such a 
place would take a great deal of faith in God’s promises, 
risk taking, and engagement with a culture that has been 
captivated by the idols of today’s marketplace. So, to plant 
churches in our Anathoths we need church planters to be 
like the Bereans and the Issacharites—people trained and 
focused on the biblical text and the cultural context.  

In Acts 17:10-12, Luke contrasts the people of Berea with 
those at Thessalonica, who had stirred up a riot against 
Paul and Silas because they preached Christ. For the 
Bereans, however, the Bible was their filter. They tested 
Paul’s words by God’s word and found that they lined up, 
so they accepted what Paul said. Before we can move to 
any aspect of cultural assessment, we need to be Bereans. 
The word of God is always the place to begin to talk 
about church and mission. It always speaks with greater 
clarity and truth than we ever could. Because it is Holy 
Spirit inspired, the Bible speaks today with surprising 
immediacy. While our churches may be constantly trying 
to find relevance, the Bible is eternally relevant. As C.S. 
Lewis wrote, “All that is not eternal is eternally out of 
date.” 

Secondly, we should follow the example of the Issacharites 
from 1 Chronicles 12:32 in understanding the times. You 
don’t hear a lot about the tribe of Issachar. They seem 
relatively unimportant, but they’re described as ones 
“who understood the times and knew what Israel should 
do.” There is little known about why they understood the 
times, and we should not read too much into the phrase 
as if they were a team of missiological specialists. Some 
surmised that they were scholars, but it is important to 
note that they did not just understand the biblical text, 
they understood their context. 

If you are passionate for the people and the culture of the 
Anathoth where God has sent you, and if you love them 
as he does, you will be motivated to know and understand 
their times. Unfortunately, many Christian leaders are 
often more in love with their tradition and methodology 
than they are with their mission field. Karl Barth told 
students training for the ministry “to take your Bible and 
take your newspaper. But interpret newspapers from your 
Bible.” The word of God must be foundational for our lives 
and serve as the grid through which we see everything 
else.

So where are our Anathoths today? Where is that 
neighborhood, town, city, or people group, encamped 
in an unbelieving culture, making it impractical and 
uncomfortable to plant a church? Wherever that may be, 
God is already there at work, waiting for his glory to be 
revealed.

NEW FOCUS 
in the STM Program!

Starting in the 2020-2021 academic year, 
Trinity School for Ministry is offering a new focus 
within the STM program: Anglican Studies course 

offerings include:
Anglican Ecumenical Documents

History of Anglican Biblical Interpretation

Non-Western Anglican Theology

The Figural Hermeneutics of John Donne

Anglican Missiology
Contact Academic Dean, Dr. Erika Moore, at 

emoore@tsm.edu for more information.
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Michael and I are both starting our 
third year at Trinity School for 

Ministry after moving to Ambridge, PA 
from Dallas, TX. Two years ago, our lives 
were flourishing in work, home, and 
ministry. We were both employed, running 
ministries, volunteering at our local 
parish, and spending time with our three 
wonderful children, who are now 10, 8, and 
6. We were growing into what God had 
called us, or so we thought. After much 
prayer and discernment, we realized that 
we were being called to uproot our family 
and transplant ourselves in Ambridge so 
that we might be able to grow more than 
we could have ever anticipated. And thus 
we began the process to prune away the 
excess and the unnecessary as we prepared 
to begin this new journey. 

During our time at Trinity, we have grown 
in ways that we never would have if we 
had stayed in Texas. We have learned 
how to fundraise and trust God for our complete and 
total provision. Without his blessings, we would not have 
food, water, a home, or clothing. Daily, we are reminded 
of God’s faithfulness to us and to all of his people. Even 
though we neither planted or harvested, our daily bread 
is provided from the abundance of God’s storehouses and 
through his people. 

We have been blessed by the community at Trinity. 
People come from a variety of different denominational 
backgrounds, nationalities, and perspectives of what it 
means to be a Christian community together. Through the 
sharing of our lives, we all grow together, become a little 
more understanding of other cultures and ways of doing 
things, and also become more resilient to the weathering 
of the world around us. 

Our children have grown in prayer and their love for 
the Lord, as we commit to daily prayer and work as a 
community to nurture these habits. We focus on the 
Scriptures. We remember and realize how important 
prayer is for all of us, and we recall how much of a 
priority prayer was for Jesus during his earthly ministry. 
For these things and so many more, we are grateful to God 
that he called us to uproot our family and plant ourselves 
here in Ambridge.

We look forward with excitement to the next period of 
planting and growth to which God will call us. We can 
only pray that his work in us is reflected out to the world, 
and that in the next stage of our ministry we will continue 
to grow and enrich others as we serve him in all that we 
do. 

by Krystal (MDiv Student) and Michael Hustead 
(MDiv Student)

Serving God 
May Require 
Some Pruning, 
Uprooting, and 
Planting  
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CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION
This six-course program may be taken at the non-credit level toward a Certificate of Christian Catechesis or for credit 
as the core curriculum of an MAR in Catechesis and Christian Formation. Students will be instructed in the history, 
theology, pedagogical principles, and core content (creedal, moral, spiritual) of classic Christian formation—while being 
trained to effectively catechize children, youth, or adults. Courses 1 and 2 will be offered annually (online and residen-
tial) as prerequisites to the subsequent courses offered during future Trinity InterTerms:

• Course 1: Catechesis in Christian History and Theology
• Course 2: Principles and Practices of Catechesis
• Course 3: Teaching the Rule of Faith – Scripture and the Apostles’ Creed
• Course 4: Teaching the Rule of Hope – The Lord’s Prayer and Spiritual Practice
• Course 5: Teaching the Rule of Love – The Decalogue, Holiness, and Service  
• Course 6: Catechesis in Context – Local Ministry Practicum

Courses 1-5 may be audited as non-credit; however, those wishing to complete the Certificate of Christian Catechesis 
will have additional requirements and must apply to the program. If you wish to apply, please send an email request to 
Janessa Fisk (Janessa.fisk@tsm.edu) for instructions.

Tr i n i t y  S c h o o l  f o r  M i n i s t r y  |  3 1 1  E l e v e n t h  S t r e e t  |  A m b r i d g e ,  P A  1 5 0 0 3  |  w w w . w e b b e r c e n t e r . t s m . e d u

CATECHESIS AND CHRISTIAN FORMATION PROGRAM 
(Certificate or MAR Degree Track)

The Robert E. Webber Center and Trinity School for Ministry offer the

The Robert E. Webber Center 

for an Ancient Evangelical Future

Reclaiming the Christian Tradition for the Life of the Church Today

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T : 
http://www.tsm.edu/degree_and_certificate_programs/certificate-of-christian-catechesis/

Featuring logo 
merchandise and 
faculty writings.

Follow us on social media 
to stay up to date on the 
official Trinity Store launch!

COMING SOON
The New Trinity Store!
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BI900 Using the Bible in Ministry 
and Mission
(DMin only) 
The Rev. Dr. Wesley Hill

This course includes a survey of the 
message in the Old and New Testaments 

and the role of hermeneutics and biblical theology as 
they apply to the church and ministry today. Students 
will consider ways in which they can use the Bible in 
ministry and mission, particularly in preaching, ethics, 
apologetics, and missiology.

CH670 Modern Church 
(Lutheran Track)
Dr. Gordon Isaac

This course surveys the post-Reformation 
history of the Lutheran Church. Special 
emphasis will be placed on the history of 

Lutheranism in North America. 

OT661/961 The Psalms
Dr. Erika Moore 

How important are songs in the life of 
God’s people? In this course we will study 
types of Psalms, their formation and 
interpretation, their historical setting and 

function in Israel, major theological themes, and their 
messianic nature in order to better interpret and under-
stand the implications of the book of Psalms for Chris-
tian faith and the life of the church. 
 

PT675/975 Sacred Space
The Rev. Canon Arnold Klukas 

Churchill once said, "We build buildings 
only to have them re-build us." Where we 
worship is almost as important as how 
we worship. Each successive Anglican 

prayer book implies an architectural arrangement. We 
will explore examples of how these arrangements have 
changed over time. We will also examine Anglican 
buildings as they are today, and what we may want to 
do to make them more usable.  

PT702/902 Teaching the Rule of 
Faith—Scripture and the Apostles’ 
Creed
(Third Course of the Catechesis Program)
The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Warren Pagán

This is the third course in the Certificate of 
Christian Catechesis Program and the third core course 
for the MAR in Catechesis and Christian Formation. It 
will introduce both certificate and degree students to 
the mutually informative relationship between Scripture 
and creed, as well as the history and theology of the 
Apostles' Creed and the relation to other ancient creeds 
and confessions of the church. It will also focus on the 
teaching of the creed in a congregational context with 
divergent populations—children, youth, and adults.

JAN UARY IN TERTERM 2021

WEEK ONE | JANUARY 4-8, 2021

Audit a Master's Level Course | $300

Register by December 15th at www.tsm.edu/interterms

All InterTerm classes and events will be offered in an online format



FALL/WINTER 2020 17

CHST725/925 Patristic Anthropology: 
From Adam to Christ  
(Thomas C. Oden Series)
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr

"What is the human being that you are 
mindful of him?" (Ps. 8:4 NIV), asks David. Indeed, what it 
is to be human is at the heart of the Christian revelation. 
Jesus Christ reveals to us the truth about both God and 
the human being in one person—one prosopon, one hypos-
tasis. One cannot separate the revelation of God in Christ 
from that of the human being. There is perhaps no more 
contested question today than what it is to be human, 
and within this, what it is to be male and female and the 
plethora of issues attending upon this. In this class we will 
focus on the overarching biblical account from Adam to 
Christ through close reading of texts from Irenaeus, Greg-
ory of Nyssa, and Maximus the Confessor.

CHST775/975  John Calvin and the 
Institutes of Christian Religion
The Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell

This course will examine the life and work 
of the major sixteenth-century reformer 
John Calvin. It will include a careful reading 

of his Institutes of the Christian Religion. The Institutes is a 
classic of Christian literature and one of the most signifi-
cant theological works ever written.

ME600/925 Mission and Evangelism: 
Church Planting
The Rev. Canon Dr. Dan Alger

This course is intended to provide a compre-
hensive study of the work of church planting 

with particular emphasis on planting within the Anglican 
tradition. It will cover the biblical, theological, missiologi-
cal, and ecclesiological foundations of church planting, as 
well as practical methodological strategies such as church 
planter preparation, church planting models, evangelistic 
strategies, engaging the sacraments in church planting, 
planting with the liturgy, proper cultural contextual-
ization, and more. This course is designed to engage all 
students, whether specifically called to church planting or 
not, in order for them to gain an extensive understanding 
of the importance and practice of church planting as a 
normative part of the work of the church. 

PT701/901 Principles and Practices 
of Catechesis
(Second Course of the Catechesis Program)
Dr. Leslie F. Thyberg

This course provides an introduction to 
the theological and pedagogical principles 

undergirding the ministry of catechesis through a blend 
of both theoretical and practical skills for cradle to grave 
discipleship. Coursework will expose the student to a 
wide variety of readings in the Christian tradition as well 
as current and past examples of praxis as we examine a 
number of different models of catechetical formation.

ST550 The Lutheran Confessions 
(Lutheran Track)
The Rev. Dr. Maurice Lee

This course is a close study of the confes-
sional writings of the Lutheran Church as 
gathered in the Book of Concord. The course 

will focus on the role of the Confessions as public doc-
trine of the Lutheran Church. The major theological topics 
in the Confessions will be studied in relation to the wider 
Christian tradition with an eye to their ecumenical and 
pastoral implications. Classic and contemporary Luther-
an theologians will be consulted for insight into what it 
means to be a confessional Lutheran in particular places 
and times.

ST900 Evangelical Theology for a 
Pluralistic Age
(DMin Only)
The Rev. Dr. Robert Sturdy

The word evangelical is difficult to define 
in the present context, especially for West-

erners. This course will introduce the student to thinking 
critically about evangelical theology and practice. This 
course also aims to tie evangelical theology to the catholic 
tradition, tracing its roots through the patristic, medieval, 
Reformation, and early modern period.

JAN UARY IN TERTERM 2021

WEEK TWO | JANUARY 11-15, 2021

16

All InterTerm classes and events will be offered in an online format
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Thomas C. Oden Lecture Series
BECOMING HUMAN IN CHRIST 

The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr  
January 14 & 15 | Cost: $35

JAN UARY IN TERTERM 2021

TWO-DAY COURSES
Register through December 18 at tsm.edu/conferences-and-events/

All InterTerm classes and events will be offered in an online format
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Spanish Program

Forty-one years ago, a seasoned 
missionary working mainly 

with the Pentecostal movement 
in Chile shared with his summer 
interns the need—a rather desperate 
need—for theological education 
for the leadership of the churches. 
I was one of those interns, and 
that conversation made a lasting 
impression on my life. The missionary 
explained that while there was 
evidence of commitment, fire, 
boldness, and zeal, the original 
theological understanding of, and 
commitment to, Bible study had 
unfortunately declined over the 
decades. Many evangelicos had come 
to believe that preparing a sermon 
ahead of time was unspiritual; the 
key Scripture verse that shaped 
this opinion about study was “the 
letter kills” (2 Corinthians 3:6). 
Not surprisingly, some less-than-
biblical practices did, and still do, 
occur in different congregations. In 
2020, even in some of our Anglican 
congregations, particularly the rural 
ones, we witness the same. At the 
same time, praise be to God, we 
are seeing this less and less. Why? 
Because of the impact of theological 
education! As people carefully study 
the word of God, their practice and 
faith are changed. 

Both healthy and unhealthy practices 
are witnessed throughout Latin 
America, and can be found in most 
denominations. One can also see 

the need expressed from Mexico 
to Chile and beyond. This quote 
on the Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism (ABWE) website 
(www.abwe.org) about meeting the 
spiritual need in Peru is revealing: 
“However, much of this recent 
growth lacks the biblical leadership, 
maturity, and resources needed to 
keep it pressing forward. As a result, 
confusion, false teachings, cults, and 
insidious lethargy threaten to erode 
the church’s ability to effectively 
participate in, and generously 
support, its obligation to world 
missions.” 

My wife and I have the privilege of 
helping with theological education 
as part of our ministries. Each 
year in one setting, three men 
receive a scholarship to allow for 
one year of full-time theological 
education. There are some thirty-
five rural churches in our diocese 
in Chile, and, because of this access 
to theological education, almost 
half of those congregations now 
have a trained lay leader. This has 
enhanced the quality of preaching, 
as they are now preaching the 
gospel instead of some form of 
be-good-ism (moralism). More 
importantly, most of the students 
have picked up a love for biblical 
learning that they want to continue. 

We prayed for the Lord to show 
us the best way for these men 
to be able to keep studying, and 

the Lord answered! Throughout 
the country, some 500 men and 
women from many denominations, 
including some former students, 
are participating in a program that 
provides them with the opportunity 
to study God’s word together. One 
woman said, “I wish this had been 
around forty-five years ago when 
I first became a Christian. There 
was so much I didn’t know. I have 
learned so much!” 

In the Anglican Church of Chile, 
we have also seen the tremendous 
influence of theological education 
over the decades. The number of 
those ordained has multiplied, 
as has the number of churches. 
This experience is widespread 
throughout the continent and 
across the range of denominations 
that have taken theological 
education seriously. We are 
thankful to have a small part in 
helping to meet this ongoing need 
that called to me all those years 
ago, especially for this unexpected, 
but tremendous opportunity 
to be able to participate in the 
educational process with people 
across the continent through 
Trinity’s Spanish Program.

Russ and Heidi Smith
SAMS-USA missionaries to Chile
www.sams-usa.org

The Rev. Russ Smith (MDiv 1984) is an adjunct professor of Missions for the 
Spanish Academic Program at Trinity. Along with his wife, Heidi, he has served 
in Chile as a missionary for more than thirty-four years. Below, he reflects on the 
importance of a solid theological formation in the Latin American Context. 

Meeting the Need for Theological Education in Latin 
America: The Spanish Program at Trinity School for Ministry

For more information about Trinity's Spanish Program, contact Davíd Zamora at david.zamora@tsm.edu.
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1983
The Rev. James Cirillo (MDiv) retired as rector of Grace 
Episcopal Church, Midland, VA, and priest-in-charge of St. 
Luke's Episcopal Church, Remington, VA.

1985
The Rev. John Rollinson (MDiv) retired in 2006 after 
14 years as rector of St. James Church, Clovis, NM. In 
retirement he has made three mission trips to Russia, 
taught French at Clovis High School, and served as organist 
at St. James.

Dr. Shirley Rollinson (MDiv) is professor of religious 
studies at Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, NM, 
teaching New Testament Greek, biblical archaeology, and 
science and religion.

1986
The Rev. John Glenn Polhemus III (LS) was ordained 
to the priesthood on August 9, 2020, by the Rt. Rev. Mark 
Zimmerman. Glenn ministers out of the Anglican Church 
of the Good Shepherd in San Angelo, TX.

1990
The Rev. Dr. W. H. “Woody” Volland (MDiv) stepped 
down from 30 years of parish ministry, anticipating teaching 
homiletics and helping other parishes and dioceses.

1992
The Rev. Daniel K. Olsen (MDiv) retired, having served 
as rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Oaks, PA, since 
1995.

1995
The Very Rev. Kristina Maulden (MDiv) was installed as 
the dean of the Cathedral of St. John, Albuquerque, NM, by 
the Rt. Rev. Michael Hunn, bishop of the Diocese of the Rio 
Grande on January 18, 2020.

2001
The Rev. Tina Lockett (MDiv) has been named vicar of the 
Episcopal Church of the Advent, Lillian, AL.

2002
The Rev. Robert Longbottom (MDiv) began a new 
ministry as rector of St. Paul's Anglican Church, Visalia, 
CA, in the Diocese of San Joaquin.

2004
The Rev. Thomas Hendrickson (MDiv) began serving as 
the coordinator of Pastoral Care Ministries at the Church of 
the Cross, Bluffton, SC. Prior to this, Hendrickson served as 
the rector of The Historic Church of the Epiphany. 

2005
The Rev. Travis Hines (MDiv) was named rector of 
Immanuel Anglican Church in Woodbridge, VA.

2007
The Rev. Dr. Roman D. Roldan (MDiv, DMin 2016) 
was called as rector of St. Dunstan's Episcopal Church in 
Houston, TX. 

2009
The Rev. Terry Johnston (MAR) was appointed as 
assisting priest at St. Michael the Archangel Antiochian 
Orthodox Church, Louisville, KY, in January 2020.

2010
The Rt. Rev. Scott Seely (MDiv) was consecrated suffragan 
bishop of CANA Anglican Diocese of the West on March 
20, 2020, having been elected by the House of Bishops of 
the Church of Nigeria in January, 2020.

2012
Micah Chisholm (MAR) was ordained to the diaconate on 
August 19, 2020, and to the priesthood on August 28, 2020, 
by Archbishop Peter Loukianoff of the Diocese of Chicago 
and Mid-America of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside 
Russia, at Holy Protection Cathedral, Chicago, IL. Micah 
is the pastor of St. Sebastian Orthodox Church in Traverse 
City, MI.

2013
The Rev. Todd Murden (MDiv) was ordained to the 
priesthood by the Rt. Rev. James Hobby, former bishop of 
the Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh, on February 15, 2020, at 
St. Stephen's Church, Sewickley, PA.

Sarah Schneider Watson (MDiv) and Stephen Watson 
(MAR 2014) are happy to announce the adoption of their 
daughters Sanaa and Mikeiya. Sarah and Stephen are 
both associate pastors at Vineyard Church Hopkinton, 
Hopkinton, MA.

2014
The Rev. Gary Beson (MDiv) was named rector of Prince 
George Winyah Church, Georgetown, SC.

The Very Rev. Aidan Smith (MDiv) was unanimously 
elected dean of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Pittsburgh, 
PA, on June 24, 2020. Aidan had served as provost of the 
Cathedral since May 2019.

2016
The Rev. Judith Malionek (MDiv) was called to serve as 
rector of St. John's Episcopal Church, Troy, NY.

The Rev. David Pennylegion (MDiv) and Christine 
Pennylegion (MAR 2017) welcomed their daughter, 
Evelyn, into the world on March 4, 2020.

2017
The Rev. Owen Lyons (MDiv) was ordained to the 
priesthood on July 23, 2020 at Christ Our King Anglican 
Church, New Braunfels, TX, by the Rt. Rev. Francis Lyons 
of the Anglican Diocese of the South.

Alumni News MOVES AND TRANSITIONS

As of August 2020
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Linda Trostle (MAR) was named director of administration 
for The Anglican Relief and Development Fund in Ambridge, 
PA.

2018
The Rev. Dr. James Hearn (DMin) was ordained to the 
priesthood on February 1, 2020, at All Saints Anglican 
Cathedral, Long Beach, CA.

The Rev. Jacob Brent Stewart (MDiv) was ordained to the 
priesthood on May 23, 2020, at the Anglican Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Pelham, AL, by the Rt. Rev. Derek Jones of 
the Jurisdiction of the Armed Forces and Chaplaincy.

2019
The Rev. Steven C. Abbott (MDiv) was ordained to the 
priesthood by the Rt. Rev. Jack Leo Iker, bishop of Fort Worth 
(ACNA) on behalf of the Rt. Rev. Derek Jones, bishop of the 
Jurisdiction of the Armed Forces and Chaplaincy on February 
23, 2020, at Christ Church Anglican, Midland, TX.

The Rev. Canon George Uwangbaoje Agun (MAR) was 
appointed chaplain to the primate of all Nigeria.

Ethan Bryan (MAR) and Emily Bryan welcomed their son, 
Eugene Ransom, into the world on August 2, 2020.

The Rev. Lucas Deman (MDiv) was named rector of St. 
Timothy's Church, Summerville, SC.

Austin Gohn (MDiv) and Julie Gohn welcomed their 
daughter, Evelyn Rose, into the world on August 5, 2020.

The Rev. Ryan Henkel (MDiv NALS) was ordained to the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament in the North American 
Lutheran Church on May 17, 2020, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church of Flatville, IL. Pastor Henkel has been called to serve 
as pastor of Emmons Lutheran Church in Emmons, MN.

2020
The Rev. Charles E. Bateson II (MDiv) was ordained to 
the diaconate by the Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence, bishop of the 
Anglican Diocese of South Carolina, on May 31, 2020, at the 
Church of the Resurrection, Surfside Beach, SC.

Marisa Crofts (MDiv) has been called as the curate at 
Emmanuel Memorial Episcopal Church, Champaign, IL.

Alliyah Greaver (MDiv) has been called to serve her 
pastoral internship year with St. John Lutheran Church, 
Boerne, TX.

The Rev. Thomas Hample (MDiv) was ordained to the 
diaconate by the Rt. Rev. James Hobby, former bishop of 
the Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh, on behalf of the Rt. Rev. 
Mark Lawrence, bishop of the Anglican Diocese of South 
Carolina, on June 7, 2020, at St. Stephen's Church, Sewickley, 
PA. 

The Rev. Newman H. Lawrence (MDiv) has been called to 
be the rector of St. Jude’s Anglican Church in Walterboro, SC.

The Rev. Taylor Rister Stempniak (MDiv NALS) was 
ordained in the North American Lutheran Church on August 
11, 2020. She is the pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Fresno, CA.

REQUIEM
The Rev. William W. "Bill" Haslett (MDiv 1993) died July 
20, 2020 at 51 years of age, surrounded by his family. Bill was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1994, and served a number of 
Episcopal churches before illness forced him into retirement. 
His wife, Tammy, and sons, Will and Ben, and his parents all 
survive him. 

The Rev. (Joseph) Robert Horn, IV, a long-time friend of the 
school, died June 16, 2020, after a prolonged illness. Many 
will remember Robert’s wife, the Rev. Martha Horn (MDiv 
2010) who died in 2015. Robert and Martha devotedly served 
in the Anglican Diocese of South Carolina.

Molly Martin, beloved wife of Fr. Russell Martin (MDiv 
2000), died on June 9, 2020, after a long struggle with cancer. 
The Bishop of the Diocese of Western Anglicans, the Rt. Rev. 
Dr. Keith Andrews, announced that a public memorial service 
to honor Molly will be held later in 2020.

The Rev. Col. Carl Neely (MDiv 1990) died May 6, 2020. 
After a distinguished career in the United States Army, 
retiring as a full Colonel, Carl came to Trinity School for 
Ministry. Upon his ordination, he served as the rector of 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Beaver, PA for a number of years 
until his retirement. Read more about Father Carl on page 28.

The Rev. John Burnhill Pennington (MDiv 1986) died on 
February 28, 2020. A Navy veteran during the Korean War, 
he studied at West Virginia Wesleyan College and later came 
to Trinity. He served parishes in Venetia, PA and Green River, 
WY. At the time of his death he was serving the Anglican 
Province of Christ the King in Redmond, WA. 

Hannah Swamidoss, who studied at Trinity in 2001, died 
on April 30, 2020, in Dallas, TX. Read more about Hannah on 
page 28.

Let us know about your moves and transitions. 
We want to know how the Lord is working in 
your life, and share it with the rest of our com-
munity. Send emails to alumni@tsm.edu and 
written correspondence to:
 
Trinity School for Ministry - Alumni
311 Eleventh St.
Ambridge, PA 15003

KEEP IN TOUCH!
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As you read these words, your 
brain is processing them into 

a cohesive thought. We do this so 
many times a day that it becomes as 
rote as breathing. Do we ever stop 
to consider the way those words 
reach us? Whether we like it or not, 
technology is usually at the very core 
of, and helps to extend the natural 
limits of, providing or receiving the 
information that we need to learn and 
on which we need to act.

I spoke with Trinity’s Director of 
Online Education, Russ Warren, 
about the benefits and challenges 
of both offering and receiving a 
seminary education through the use 
of technology. He stated, “One of the 
most difficult things about online 
education is also the thing that makes 
it really neat; that is that it makes us 
ask what education is, as well as what 
it isn’t. If you think about it, in every 
class that is offered residentially, 
parts of it are done separately, and 
parts of it are done together. Most, 
if not all of it involves some sort 
of communicative technology—a 
chalkboard, a desk, a pencil, a 
projector, a textbook. Human beings 
are immersed in technology.”

While the core differences between 
online and residential study may 
seem apparent on the surface, they 
are, in reality, much deeper. One of 
those differences is how regularly 

the students and professors gather to 
synchronize the learning experience. 
Residential courses are offered in a 
synchronous manner—students meet 
regularly for lectures and also meet 
together to study or work on projects. 
Online classes do not provide 
this ability and therefore follow 
an asynchronous model—students 
watch the class, study, and do the 
coursework whenever it is convenient 
for them to do so. This works well 
for students taking online classes 
who are already working in ministry 
and therefore cannot commit to 
defined class and study times. Many 
of Trinity’s online students consist of 
church planters, pastors, missionaries, 
and lay leaders—Trinity’s online 
format fits with their schedules.

However, providing an online format 
for theological education is more 
than just offering academic courses 
through the use of technology. Russ 
explains, “I once took an entire 
master’s program online at another 
institution. If I wanted to interact 
with the professors of my courses, I 
had to reach out to them. I could have 
gone through the whole program 
without ever speaking to one of my 
professors. Thus, I don’t have a strong 
connection to that institution because 
I didn’t really know my professors 
or my classmates.” Russ continued, 
“That is not the model that we want 
to use at Trinity. We want formation 

to be front and center, even though 
the classes are taken online. We 
want students to not just acquire 
knowledge; we also want them to be 
formed for ministry and leadership in 
the church.”

This model relies heavily on the 
involvement of Trinity’s faculty. 
Online courses are facilitated by the 
professor who prepared the class 
material and recorded the lectures. 
This allows for authentic, meaningful 
contact between the professor and 
every student in order to help each 
student get the most out of his/her 
learning experience.

Formation can be difficult because 
there are fewer opportunities for 
fellowship in an online environment. 
Russ adds, “Opportunities for 
engagement in a residential setting 
are difficult to simulate in an online 
environment. But there are ways to 
form community online, and we are 
in the process of exploring some of 
those methods.”

Back to my original point: 
Particularly in the case of higher 
education, how you come to 
understand is just as important as 
what you come to understand. And 
Trinity’s Office of Online Education is 
doing splendidly well with both.

Online EducationOnline Education

Formation … at a Distance
 by Josh Sullivan, Communications Assistant for Audio Engineering
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The swift and frequent changes 
we have encountered both 

locally and globally these past 
months have left many of us 
feeling that the only certain thing 
right now is uncertainty. Any 
plans we make come attached 
with the wearisome caveat, 
“Subject to change.” But in such 

times, when everything around us feels uncertain, it is 
important to remember that one thing remains absolutely 
true: The gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to change 
lives and that gospel needs to be preached in this and 
every land.

For over 40 years, Trinity has been forming Christian 
leaders to plant, renew, and grow churches that make 
disciples of our Lord. The formation of Christian men and 
women for the proclamation of the gospel remains an 
essential and constant task. We remain committed to this 
work, and in this, we invite you to join us.

Would you prayerfully consider partnering with us by 
enrolling in a program or a course at Trinity? We offer a 
wide variety of flexible and affordable programs. We have 
doctoral, master’s, diploma, and certificate programs and 
our courses are offered on campus, online, and in our 
January and June InterTerm formats. Whether you are an 
ordained minister, a postulant, or a layperson, we have 
programs that will empower and equip you for ministry.

We are also committed to remaining an affordable option. 
Many of our students complete some or all of their 
program online while they continue to work in their home 
context. For those that follow the traditional seminary 
path of residential study, we have very generous tuition 
scholarships. All of our full-time residential students last 
year received scholarship monies—the average award 
in excess of 75 percent. We want our graduates to leave 
without a burden of debt so that they will be able to serve 
wherever the Lord calls them.

For those who may not yet be ready to begin a program, 
we also offer the option of taking one or two courses as a 
non-matriculated student. We are happy to welcome non-
matriculated students who are still prayerfully considering 
ministry with their parishes and mentors. Starting with 
one or two online or residential courses gives them a taste 
of what seminary life may be like, and can be a valuable 
data-point as they discern their next steps.

If further theological education is not an option for you 
at this time, would you still consider partnering with us? 
We ask you to think of one or two people you know who 
are rising leaders in your congregation. Then reach out to 
them and encourage them to consider further theological 
training. The Lord may use your words of encouragement 
to lead them into a new season of spiritual growth and 
ministry service.

Residential
Elizabeth A. 
Andrew A.
Justin B.
David B.
Andrew B.
Joshua B.
Laura B.
Ryan C.
Andrew D.

Jason G.
Joshua H.
Krystal H.
Theron O.
Daniel O.
Aaron P.
Wade R.
Dale S.
Hans T.
Nathan T.

Online
Kathy A.
Mike B.
Timothy F.
Bruce G.
Debra G.
Collin R.
Ramiel S.
Wendy S.
Chris W.

For the Proclamation of the Gospel
 by Janessa Fisk (MAR 2019), Director of Admissions and Recruitment

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR INCOMING STUDENTS

Recruitment
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One of my favorite hymns is 
by William F. Lloyd (1791-

1853), penned in 1824 and titled 
“Our Times Are in Thy Hand.” 
While the pronouns and several 
words have been modified 
through the generations, the 
genesis of the song remains: we 

are firmly in the hand of the Lord. 

Not only are we ourselves in the hand of the Lord, but 
so is all that surrounds us under divine arrangement. We 
dwell within the palm of God’s hand. We praise him for it, 
and are comforted to have it be so. Amen! 

We have been blessed by the opportunity to share quality 
time virtually with so many of you—praying with and for 
you, and learning about how your families, churches, and 
communities have adapted to these unique times.

Through your continued support, especially in these 
challenging times, we are reminded that Trinity 
remains in the Lord's hands. My initial reaction is one 
of thanksgiving—for Trinity’s mission, which is more 
important than ever; for Trinity’s alumni, who are 
planting, renewing, and growing churches and disciples 
for Christ; and for Trinity’s donors and friends who have 
not left our side, and who remind us that a pandemic 
cannot mute our mission.

As we near the end of 2020, a time in which many of 
Trinity’s friends share God’s blessings with the seminary, 
I want to ensure that you are aware of some charitable 
giving incentives brought about by the pandemic.

The “Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act,” 
or The CARES Act, is a $2.2 trillion stimulus plan of action 
that contains enhanced charitable giving incentives for 
2020. The CARES Act adheres to the following provisions 
related to charitable deductions for individuals and 
corporations: 

• An applied “Temporary Universal Charitable 
Deduction.” Taxpayers who do not itemize their 
deductions can take a one-time deduction of up to 
$300 for gifts made to charitable organizations. The 
deduction only applies to cash gifts and does not 
cover other types of gifts or contributions made to 
donor-advised funds or private foundations. 

• Suspension of the 60% adjusted gross income (AGI) 
limitation for individuals’ charitable gifts. In short, 
all cash contributions are fully deductible. 

• A waiver for 2020 required minimum distributions 
(RMDs) from retirement plans, such as pensions 
and 457 plans, including those made to charitable 
organizations. 

(Source: Association of Fundraising Professionals 
https://afpglobal.org/news/cares-act-charitable-
giving-incentives)

Although the world has changed for most Americans, 
the need at Trinity has not. Trinity continues to train and 
equip students everyday who do not have the financial 
ability to pay the full cost of seminary education. Our goal 
is to continue to provide the most generous scholarships 
possible to each of our residential students, assist students 
in financial hardship, and expand our reach of online 
and community-based offerings to respond to Christ’s 
teachings through our various ministries. Charitable gifts 
to Trinity will continue to make a very real difference 
in the lives of the students and communities we serve 
worldwide—now more than ever.
 
If you have any questions about making a gift, 
please contact me at 724-385-8026, or at 
scott.koskoski@tsm.edu.

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God” (Hebrews 13:16).

Development

Giving Generously 
During the Pandemic

 by Scott Koskoski, Dean of Advancement
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This Age of Coronavirus is a 
major global event that is 

leaving an indelible mark on the 
generations that are alive today. 
Every church and every ministry 
will be radically altered as we 
go forward. It could be that the 
church, as we have known it, will 

be one of the most upended organizations in the world. 
Why is this? Because the only two methods that we have 
to stave off the Coronavirus are social distancing and 
wearing masks. But in the church, social distancing is an 
oxymoron. It goes against the gathering instincts that 
Christians have had for 2,000 years. And masks? Church 
liturgies and services are for singing, speaking, and 
praying out loud—the very things that masks are designed 
to stifle.

Lord have mercy! 

As any student of church history knows, the church has 
been declared dead many times before, but the gospel will 
go forth. This is not an extinction event for Christianity. 
Every church has been or will be changed. But our 
message and the mission are the same. 

In fact, the church has an enormous opportunity to 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ through the practice 
that we like to NOT talk about. It is the third rail of polite 
conversation in church circles. It is time that the church 
recover and practice the hidden virtue of the early church: 
Generosity.

Here are a few ways it can be done.

First, church leaders should remember and preach that the 
primary message of the gospel is one of God’s generous 
love toward the world. God gave us our salvation. He gave 
us back our dignity. He poured out his Holy Spirit into our 
lives. He is a giving God. Can we use these times to help 
the Christian body rediscover these things? 

Second, a church can show this generous heart of God 
by becoming an effective means of help and support for 
others. So many churches have some of their annual 
budget designated for the needs of others, but anyone 
looking around at our communities today knows that 
much more needs to be done. Today, a church can 
streamline most of its programming (and associated costs) 
and direct more time, more prayer, more visibility, and 
more money to organizations or ministries that are on the 
front line. Giving generously to those who have real needs 
is probably the best proof of the gospel that we can show 
to non-Christians. 

Third, the church should ask for extra giving to help with 
the needs of those in the congregation who have been 
economically impacted. I say with certainty that members 
of any church will give to the ministries they love. There 
are believers in every congregation who have not yet felt 
the financial impact and are looking for a way to help 
others. If asked to give more, they will! I promise.

Finally, people are thinking about their vulnerability 
and their death now more than ever. They are asking the 
kind of eternal questions for which the gospel is the only 
answer. W. H. Auden wrote: “Death is the sound of distant 
thunder at a picnic.” Right now, people are being reminded 
daily that every one of us will get wet. Church leaders 
should help people remember that the New Testament 
calls everyone to be faithful stewards of what they have 
in this life while they are in this life. As one Texan told me 
recently, “Do your givin’ while you’re livin’.”  Now is the 
time it can do the most good.

These are difficult times for everyone, including churches 
and ministries. But the gospel message will be clarified 
and amplified by our willingness to give as we have been 
given. 

Stewardship and Generosity 
in an Age of Coronavirus

 by the Rev. Canon David H. Roseberry, Former Chair, Board of Trustees
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SHARPLY FOCUSED, 
WARMLY INFLUENTIAL, 
BY CHRIST INSPIRED: THE 
LEGACY AND CHARACTER 
OF PETER C. MOORE
by the Rev. Dr. Paul F. M. Zahl

In the aftermath of a great man’s 
death, it is easy to overdo the attention 
on his achievements. It is also easy 
to move too rapidly to evaluating his 
person.

In Peter Moore’s case, let’s start with 
his life-time achievement.

Peter brought to the Episcopal Church 
in the USA a spiritual import from the 
Church of England, which was the 
evangelical tradition as represented 
by leaders of great integrity such 
as John R.W. Stott and James I. 
Packer. Episcopal ministers of Peter’s 
generation (and mine) didn’t know 
a thing about that tradition. We had 
no idea, if we had been converted 
through an evangelical ministry such 
as FOCUS, for example, that Anglicans 
existed and that they loved the Lord, 
loved their Bible, and believed in 
conversion. We were entirely ignorant 
of the many friends we had, within our 
own tradition, just “across the pond.”

Peter brought to us these friends.  
In many ways, he embodied their 
emphases, and also their selflessness, 
for the sake of the gospel. We would 
read Basic Christianity by Stott or 
Knowing God by Packer or My God 
Is Real by David Watson, and ask 
ourselves, “Why did no one tell 

us about these people? They are 
wonderful, and affirm all we now 
esteem.”

Peter Moore told us about these 
people! He brought us to them (over 
there) or brought them to us (over 
here). We were not alone. Peter 
introduced us to new friends who 
were brothers and sisters in the Lord. 
His hope-conferring achievement is 
statuesque.

Peter was also sharply focused, highly 
disciplined, and humble before God. 
He never gave up. Even in the face of 
opposition, Peter never fled the field. If 
he couldn’t solve a problem in the face 
of one bureaucracy, he would search 
the horizon for another.  

In closing, I want to say that his life-
long loyalty and faithfulness to Jesus 
Christ never wavered. Peter helped 
many to find hope, satisfaction, 
provision, and joy in Christ.

His is a legacy much larger than 
words.

IN MEMORIAM 

The Rev. Dr. Peter C. Moore (June 22, 1936–May 30, 2020)

PETER C. MOORE—
MY BROTHER, 
GUIDE, AND 
FELLOW SOLDIER
by the Rev. John Yates II, retired rector of 
Falls Church Anglican 

I will always be indebted to Peter 
Moore for many things. I doubt very 
seriously that I would have become an 
Anglican clergyman had it not been for 
his influence on my life at a particularly 
impressionable moment. 

Peter was about twenty-eight years old, 
and I was a student at the University 
of North Carolina. I had grown up in 
a strong Christian home and in the 
Episcopal Church, but had found my 

greatest encouragement and vision 
for the Christian life in the ministry of 
Young Life. Peter asked me if I would 
like to spend part of the summer living 
with him in his apartment in New York 
City. Did you know that Peter had once 
lived in the heart of Harlem? At that 
time, he was laying the groundwork for 
what became FOCUS. I had never met 
an Episcopalian clergyman who was 
what I considered to be a sharp Christian. 
Meeting Peter in 1965 was a providential 
moment for me. He was brilliant, 
visionary, and great fun to be with. He 
gently guided me in my reading and 
exposed me to evangelical Anglicans. 
Oh how he broadened me! He took not 
only my questions but my opinions 
seriously. He visited me in Chapel Hill 
and helped me in sharing Christ with 

my sweetheart. Peter had found his 
niche in life, his particular calling, and 
it was tremendously appealing to me. 
He involved me in his work and gave 
me significant responsibility. I was a 
groomsman in his wedding, and he 
preached at my wedding. We worked 
closely together for many years in 
seeking to bring about the recovery of 
reformed, evangelical Anglicanism. 

Peter was both a mentor and a model, 
as well as a close friend and teacher. 
Right up to our very last conversation 
just recently, he was challenging and 
encouraging me in faithfulness to Christ. 
How I shall miss him: my brother, my 
guide, my fellow soldier—a remarkable 
man.

Please join us in praying for Peter's wife, Sandra, his children, and his grandchildren.
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Blanche Rodgers (July 2, 1932–August 24, 2020)

REMEMBERING 
BLANCHE RODGERS
by the Rt. Rev. Alden Hathaway, 
former bishop of the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh (1983-1997)

Bishop Stanway called me. 

I was rector of St. Christopher’s in 
Springfield, VA, and associated with 
Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS) as 
a field work supervisor and member of 
the colloquy training group. “You know 
this man at Virginia seminary, John 
Rodgers. I want you to arrange a meeting 
with him. I will be coming to Virginia.” 
John Rodgers was chaplain at VTS and 

just recently appointed full professor of 
theology with a beautiful faculty house 
on campus to go with it. 

Alf Stanway described himself as a 
Weaver—one who brings multiple 
threads together to make a beautiful 
and serviceable fabric. This was to be a 
clear example of that, for so he did with 
us—and he was about to do the same 
with Blanche Rodgers.

The bishop and I met with John at Roy 
Rodgers (Stanway did not want a fancy 
place). The bishop got right to the point 
saying, “Dr. Rodgers, I am calling you to 
come to Ambridge and shadow me for a 
year to take over as Dean President of this 
new seminary.” John was dumbfounded 
and responded, “Oh, Bishop, I am deeply 
touched that you would honor me, but....” 
The bishop replied, “No buts about it—
this is not a matter of honor. This is God’s 
will. Now let us go and tell your wife.”  

This was my first time meeting Blanche. 
I will never forget the expression on 
her face, as with hardly any words 
spoken, she knew—she was to leave 
her life at VTS and follow her husband 
to a broken-down steel town. It was a 
journey, called by God, and commanded 
by The Bishop that was to change her 
life and become a blessing to the many 

of us whom the Lord was gathering 
to start the great mission that was to 
become Trinity Episcopal School for 
Ministry.    

As John assumed his new role at 
Trinity, Blanche grew into the role of 
spiritual mother to the spouses and 
children of the students and faculty of 
this new, growing community. John 
and Blanche were treasured friends to 
my wife Anna and me during those 
formative years in Pittsburgh.   

Building upon the foundation laid 
by Bishop Stanway, John established 
Trinity as a truly American expression 
of an evangelical seminary, open to 
the wide spectrum of renewal that was 
spreading throughout the American 
Church. He was candidate with me 
in the election of the sixth bishop of 
Pittsburgh. It was certainly God’s plan 
that he continue as the head of Trinity—
and that I be the bishop.  

Blanche Rodgers blessed us all as 
family, church, and seminary in our life 
together as the Body of Christ.  

May the Good Lord bless and keep her. 
May he be strong comfort to her family 
and to all of us who give thanks for her 
gracious steadfast love. 

REMEMBERING 
BLANCHE RODGERS 
WITH THANKSGIVING
by Peggy Noll (The Rev. Dr. Stephen and 
Peggy Noll are longtime friends and 
supporters of Trinity. Dr. Noll is a former 
academic dean).

My first memory of meeting Blanche 
was at a “Make Your Own Sundae” 
party at her home in September, 1979.  
We were newly-arrived from England, 
and the event was my first chance 
to meet the other Trinity faculty and 
spouses. I was especially grateful to 
Blanche for her hospitality that evening, 
helping me to feel less like a “stranger 
in a strange land.”

In addition to her hospitality, a second 
hallmark of Blanche’s was her love of 
gardening. I recall seeing Blanche out 
in her garden at their Ambridge home.  
Whether gardening, housecleaning, or 
sorting donated clothing for “Cuban 
Corner” that evolved into “Martha’s 
Corner” under her leadership, Blanche 
was not afraid to get her hands dirty 
in the service of others. She had 
and exercised the gift of helping (1 
Corinthians 12:28).

Since we returned from Uganda 
in August 2010, Steve and I, along 
with Molly Henning visited and 
prayed with John and Blanche many 
times at Sherwood Oaks Retirement 
Community, first in their independent 
unit and later in Blanche’s room in 
skilled nursing, afterwards eating lunch 

with them in the dining room. Our last 
visit was shortly before the pandemic 
lockdown in March. I felt that Blanche 
was following our conversation, but it 
was hard for her to get her words out.  
We did not realize, however, that it 
would be our last visit with her.

Blanche, together with John, has been 
and will continue to be for me a living 
picture of Eugene Peterson’s memorable 
phrase, “a long obedience in the same 
direction.” The last laps of her race in 
a wheelchair may well have been the 
hardest for the once-athletic Blanche, 
though she never complained to us, 
and she seemed not to lose sight of the 
One who was ready to greet her at the 
finish line with a, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.”
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Linda Cohen (July 14, 1961–April 27, 2020)

I hired Linda in 1995 to be 
my assistant when I was the 
director of Trinity’s Extension 
Department. When I left in 
1997, she assumed the role of 
director, and worked with now 
Bishop Grant LeMarquand. 
Linda lived with my husband, 
Bruce, (former dean of 
operations and development 
at Trinity) and me for several 
years. We were called to adopt 
Linda, as both her parents had 
died by the time we met her. 

During that time, Linda accompanied me on two of the 
Trinity travel study programs to Israel. On the second trip, 
the Lord called her, as a Jewish believer in Jesus, to Israel. 

She was offered the job as assistant to the then rector at 
Christ Church Jerusalem (the oldest Anglican Church in the 

Mideast), and she moved there for several years and became 
a dual citizen of Israel and the United States. She came back 
to the United States to test the call to Israel and worked as 
the head of mission at St. Stephen’s Church, Sewickley, PA, 
at the same time that Bruce worked there. 

Linda moved back to Israel and served on senior staff with 
the Church’s Ministry Among Jewish People (CMJ) Israel 
for many years and was in line to become their Chief 
Operating Office when she died. Linda was board chair of 
CMJ’s Anglican International School Jerusalem and of the 
Makor HaTikvah Messianic Hebrew School, and was on the 
board of Be’ad Chaim, Israel’s pro-life outreach, as well as a 
member of the CMJ USA Board. 

Linda had a very sharp mind, was a great apologist for 
the faith, and an enthusiastic evangelist, especially to the 
Jewish people.  She was a loyal and loving daughter to 
Bruce and me through all these years.

- BY DR. THERESA NEWELL

Hannah Swamidoss 
(February 7, 1971–April 23, 2020)

I met Hannah while studying 
missions at Trinity. She was a 
quiet, thoughtful woman who 
offered deep wisdom and a 
humility that was unwavering 
through the many years that 
followed in our friendship. She 
had a wonderful sense of humor 
and I have delightful memories 
of the peals of laughter shared 
over many jokes and stories. 
Her friends remember her 
warmth and the light that came 
from her eyes. We also 

        emember her great love for   
        children’s literature!

Hannah's father, Andrew Swamidoss, along with his wife 
Esther and their other daughter Caroline, came to Trinity 
as a visiting professor through his close friendship with 
Walter and Louise Hannum (founders of what is now New 
Wineskins for Global Mission). This connection led to 
Hannah's move to Ambridge. She studied a bit at Trinity, 
then after a heartbreak in her personal life, she relocated 
to Dallas where she completed a PhD degree and taught 
English at a local high school until her untimely death this 
spring. Hannah is missed by her family and friends in India, 
and in the United States, and in many other places in the 
world. She lived a life centered wholly in Jesus and she 
radiated joy to those who had the honor to know her.    

- BY SARAH MIMS KWOLEK (MAME 2002)

The Rev. Col. Carl Neely 
(July 1, 1934–May 6, 2020)

The Rev. Col. Carl Neely (MDiv 
1990), a good friend of Trinity 
School for Ministry for many 
years, died at his home in 
Beaver, PA, on May 6th. Father 
Neely had a very impressive 
and distinguished 30-year 
military career, advancing 
to the rank of colonel. The 
Pentagon was Colonel Neely’s 

last military assignment, during which time he served 
on the Joint Chiefs of Staff. When he retired from the 
military, he enrolled at Trinity School for Ministry, 
graduated with a Master of Divinity degree, and was 
ordained in 1990. He served at a number of churches in 
PA over the years, and was still pastoring a small Anglican 
church when he died at age 85. Father Carl was known 
for his kindness, his energy, and his engagement in the 
community. We ask God’s peace and healing touch for Pat, 
his wife of 62 years, and his three children. 

Linda Cohen with 
Admiral B. Bruce Newell 
and Dr. Theresa Newell

Hannah Swamidoss with 
Rob (MDiv 2003) and 
Mana Holman

The Rev. Col. Carl Neely
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We are pleased to announce new opportunities for two of our dedicated staff. Everyone who works at Trinity will tell you 
their own story of how God brought them to Trinity. They will tell you how blessed they are that they have the ability to use 
their God-given gifts to uphold the mission of the School. And sometimes, when the need for growth is identified, we find 
that we can grow towards the future with seeds already planted by God.

The Rev. Geoff Mackey, dean of students and director of the chapel, has been named interim 
director of the Robert E. Webber Center for an Ancient Evangelical Future (RWC), housed at 
Trinity. Geoff will be assuming the responsibility for the Thomas C. Oden lecture series, the 
Ancient Evangelical Future Conference, the completion of the Foundation for Christian Ministry 
book series, and other RWC activities. “It is exciting for me to be able to serve in this capacity. 
Robert Webber’s legacy and the ancient-future movement were instrumental in my family’s 
spiritual journey. I look forward to what the Lord has in store for this season of the Center and its 
mission to use the Great Tradition’s wealth of resources to bear on ministry and mission in the 
church today,” Geoff said. Geoff will no longer be serving in the alumni relations role. 

Jack Walsh has been named the new director of alumni relations and special projects, assuming 
the responsibility for alumni relations as Geoff moves into his new role. Jack has worked at 
Trinity since the 1990s; he joined the Extension Ministries staff in 2009, and has been actively 
involved in Development work since 2012. “I am very pleased to be shifting into a related area of 
ministry at Trinity by working with Trinity’s alumni and church friends. This should allow for 
an increased focus on serving our alumni, who, one might say, represent our finished product. We 
deeply value our alumni, and hope to enhance and expand our relationships,” Jack stated. You 
may reach Jack at alumni@tsm.edu.

New Opportunities to Serve

by the Very Rev. Dr. Henry L. Thompson III, Dean and President

The Future of Orthodox Anglicanism 
McDermott, Gerald R., Gerald Bray, 
John W. Yates III, Stephen Noll, Timothy 
George, Andrew Pearson Jr., Barbara 
Gauthier, Foley Beach, et al. 
(Crossway, 2020).

This book caught me completely by 
surprise. When I heard of the eleven 

authors and their essays, I feared the collection would 
present a cacophony of views about Anglicanism. While 
each essay does present a unique perspective, Gerald 
McDermott does a remarkable job of bringing together 
the points of intersection in the charism that Anglicanism 
offers to the body of Christ. The essays inform the reader 
from historical narratives, and from the unfolding dynamic 
of the wider church in our time. Offering profound truth 
with humor and wit, the authors situate robust theological 
claims in their pastoral and ecclesial implications. The book 
had me crying at points and laughing or praying at others. 
I had planned only to skim it, but the entire collection 
enthralled me. I would now recommend it as an excellent 
introduction to Anglicanism. Gerry McDermott gave us a 
true gift. 

An Apology of the Church of England 
by John Jewel. 

“The Holy Scriptures manifestly finds 
out the fraud and theft of heretics” 
(p. 80). Thus, Bishop John Jewel quotes 
from Tertullian in his classic work to 
show the truly catholic identity of the 
Church of England based on the pattern 

and teaching of the first six centuries of the church. Long 
out of print, John Jewel's classic defense of Reformation 
principles is available in this reissued edition with an 
introductory essay by the late Anglican historian John E. 
Booty. Bishop Jewel’s writing is accessible and dynamic, 
and it is well worth reading afresh today. A wonderful 
supplement to this book is one by Wyndham Southgate: 
John Jewel and the Problem of Doctrinal Authority 
(Harvard University Press, 1962).

From Our Bookshelf
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Late in the Middle Ages, in the city of Oxford, there 
was a magnificent shrine dedicated to St. Frydeswyde, 

an eighth-century prioress of a monastery there. Over 
the centuries, pious donors had given gold and jewels to 
adorn her casket. Thousands of people came to pray at 
the shrine and ask St. Frydeswyde to intercede for their 
welfare.

At the time of the Reformation in the 1550s, however, 
prayers to the saints became unfashionable, or politically 
incorrect. The mayor and aldermen of Oxford decided it 

would be best to remove St. Frydeswyde’s bones from the 
shrine, lest people continue to pray to her (which the Ref-
ormation discouraged). Therefore, her bones were moved 
to an attic in Christ Church College.

Shortly thereafter, the wife of Peter Vermigli, a distin-
guished Italian Protestant theologian, died in Oxford. 

To show honor to Mrs. Vermigli, the mayor and al-
dermen ruled that her remains should be placed in St. 
Frydeswyde’s erstwhile shrine. So it was done.

All was well until Mary Tudor came to the English throne 
in the summer of 1553. Mary was the half-Spanish daugh-
ter of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon. A passionate 
Catholic, she was determined to purify England from all 
of its Protestant abominations. Sensitive to the new di-
rection in the wind, the mayor and aldermen ruled that 
Mrs. Vermigli be moved to the attic, and St. Frydeswyde 
be replaced in her tomb. So it was done.

Mary Tudor (Bloody Mary) died in November 1558, and 
her younger sister Elizabeth succeeded her. Elizabeth was 
blonde, graceful, and poised—and she had her father’s 
political genius. No one knew for sure which way she 
would turn, whether Catholic or Protestant. So the mayor 
and aldermen of Oxford wrote to her and said (more or 
less), “Frydeswyde is in, Vermigli is out. Please advise.” 
Elizabeth and her council pondered this request for twen-
ty-four hours. Then the queen dictated a terse response. 
She said, “Mix them.”

I have often offered this story as a model of the Anglican 
way, and not wholly in jest. For the Anglican story tells of 
three different strands, or traditions, that have emerged in 
the Church of England (and its offspring throughout the 
world) in the past five hundred years. First, there has been 
the Evangelical tradition, heirs of the Reformation and 
emphasizing the Bible, preaching, and conversion. Second, 
there has been the Anglo-Catholic strand, briefly revived 
in the early 1600s and then coming back full strength in 
the 1830s. Anglo-Catholicism has stressed the sacraments, 
the authority of the priesthood, and gradual growth in 
grace. And third, there has been the Charismatic tradi-
tion, with its emphasis on renewal in the Holy Spirit, on 
healing, and on signs and wonders. These three strands in 
the Anglican story have often rubbed against one another 
uncomfortably, and caused considerable “vigorous fel-
lowship.” But each has pointed to valid biblical themes, 
to which their opponents had been arguably blind. So, I 
present the Anglican story as a creative mixture of biblical 
truths, which other Christian traditions have sometimes 
emphasized in isolation, ignoring the others. The Anglican 
way (so far) has managed to hold them together in cre-
ative tension.
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FOUNDATIONS FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

Learning the Anglican Story, along with the first three FCM books (Confessing the Faith, 
Discovering the Old Testament, and Discovering the New Testament) are available for pur-

chase. Buy the four-volume set and get 20% off your purchase. 
Order by visiting: trinity-bookstore.myshopify.com.

Discovering the 
New 
Testament 
by Leslie and Lynn 
Fairfield with 
Peter Walker

The Foundations for 
Christian Ministry 

series continues with Discovering the 
New Testament. This book will intro-
duce you to the authors, texts, histor-
ical backgrounds, and core doctrines 
of the New Testament. Stories from 
first-century life will help you to bet-
ter understand the setting in which 
the New Testament was written. 
Questions for Bible study and group 
discussion will take you deeper into 
the teaching of the New Testament 
and help you better understand how 
it applies to your life in Christ today. 
Through Discovering the New Testa-
ment, you will grow deeper in your 
faith and be better equipped for a life 
of service and ministry. 
$21.99

Discovering 
the Old 
Testament 
by Stephen F. Noll 
with Erika Moore

Discovering the 
Old Testament is 
designed to delve 

into a history of salvation and life 
with God as expressed in the Old 
Testament. The third volume in the 
Foundations for Christian Ministry se-
ries, this book looks at major themes 
and events in their relationship to 
Jesus Christ. Our interaction with the 
Old Testament is intended to help us 
in a lifetime of listening to God speak 
through his written Word and apply 
that Word to our lives.
$21.99

Learning the Anglican Story 
by Leslie P. Fairfield 

Why did the English Reformation happen? How is Anglicanism different from other Protestant 
traditions? When did the Church of England become the Anglican Communion? And how did we 
end up with Evangelical, Anglo-Catholic, and Charismatic Anglicans? You will discover the answers 
to these and many other questions in Learning the Anglican Story, the fourth volume in the Founda-
tions of Christian Ministry series. 

This workbook will lead you through the history of Anglicanism—from its ancient Christian roots 
in the British Isles to its global reach in the twenty-first century. Written in a conversational style 
and packed with stories from Anglican history, it will inform, entertain, and challenge you to grasp 
the breadth and variety of what we mean by Anglicanism. $21.99

Confessing 
the Faith 
by Ray Smith with 
John H. Rodgers

In Confessing the 
Faith you will be 
presented with the 
great doctrines 
of the Christian 

faith—the essential teachings of Scrip-
ture and the Christian tradition from 
the apostles down to the present. And 
you will learn these doctrines as they 
have been generally received and 
communicated within the Anglican 
tradition. This book is offered in the 
hope that you will be strengthened 
in your faith in God and able, when 
called upon, to confess your faith 
by giving a reasoned answer for the 
hope by which you live.
$21.99
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I especially cherish this school because of its commitment to center theological education and 
ministry training around daily worship. Both scholarship and service need to be sacrificed 
before the Lord in order to benefit the life and mission of the church—and I believe that this is 
one of Trinity's central aims. In addition, I thank God for the donors who so sacrificially sup-
port this seminary, making it affordable for students to fully devote themselves to their studies. 
I could not think of a better place for my family to be right now, as we seek to be spent for the 
sake of the Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be all glory. Amen.

Trinity School for Ministry 
311 Eleventh Street | Ambridge, PA 15003  
phone: 1-800-874-8754 or 724-266-3838 
fax: 724-266-4617 | www.tsm.edu

WHY TRINITY?
See what our students are saying!

Stephen Crawford (MAR Student)

VISIT US!
Be a Seminarian for a Day

Trinity is a place and a choice that forms life rhythms through the daily practice of communal 
Morning and Evening Prayer, that encourages the intersection of diversity in Christian beliefs 
in and out of the classroom, and that further prepares men and women for ministry, whether 
ordained ministry or lay. I chose Trinity as a place for spiritual formation in preparation to be 
a teacher who cares well for the souls of her students, who is knowledgeable, and who lives a 
life that points others to the life and work of Christ.

Alisa Huston (MAR Student)

Interested in visiting Trinity School for Ministry? During the Spring 2021 semester, the Admissions Office 
will continue to host individual campus visits upon request, and will also host two virtual informational 

sessions for prospective students. We invite you to join us! For more information, please contact the 
Admissions Office at admissions@tsm.edu, or go to tsm.edu/visit.

Spring 2021 Virtual Informational Session Dates:
Thursday, February 11, 2021

Monday, April 12, 2021


